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Archbishop Nikitas in Luton

On Sunday, 11th February 2024, His Eminence Archbishop Nikitas of Thyateira and 
Great Britain presided during Matins and celebrated the Divine Liturgy at the 
Church of St Charalambos in Luton. Amongst those concelebrating were the Revd 
Presbyter Dr. Andreas Andreopoulos, the Rev Oeconomos Nikolaos Kokkinos and 
the Rev. Presbyter David Somalis, Priest-in-charge. The Rev. Archdeacon Dr. 
George Tsourous served too.

Following the end of the Divine Liturgy, Archbishop Nikitas presented an 
epigonation to Fr Nikolaos Kokkinos previously the Priest-in-charge, honouring his 
years of dedicated service to the St Charalambos parish. Additionally, The 
Archbishop extended his gratitude towards the current Priest-in-charge, Fr David 
Somalis, for his exemplary leadership and the significant support provided by the 
Parish Council. In his address to the congregation, Archbishop emphasised the 
significance of unity in Christ, highlighting how the diverse and multicultural 



congregation of St Charalambos comes together as one family. Despite the variety 
of ethnic and cultural backgrounds, all members are united in their shared 
Orthodox faith, exemplifying a beautiful blend of diversity within unity.

The day’s celebrations culminated in a festal meal held in the Community hall. This 
gathering was a wonderful opportunity for fellowship and joy, bringing together the 
parish community. Archbishop Nikitas also unveiled a plaque commemorating the 
Great Benefactors and supporters of the Parish. This gesture served not only as a 
token of appreciation but also as a lasting tribute to the collective effort and 
generosity that sustains the parish’s vibrant community life.
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