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My Dear Friends,

Let us commence our meeting today, by together reciting the Prayer par
excellence that our Lord Jesus Christ taught us to pray:

Natep AUV, 6 €v TOlG 00PaVOLg, ayLaobrTw TO dvoud oov, EABETW ) BaolAela gov,
YEVNOATW TO BEANUA oOL WG €v oLpavw Kol &mt TAC YAG. TOov Aptov APV TOV
gmolalov 80¢ MUV OAPEPOY Kal APEC AUV TA OQPEAAMATO NUWV, WG Kol AUELS
dplepey TOlG OQENETALG AUV, KOL UN €l0EVEYKNG AMAC €lC MElpaoUdY, GAAA pDoat
AMAC &mo Ttod movnpod.

Ot 00D ¢otwv A Baodeia kal [ dOvapLlg kal ) 86&a, tod Matpog kal tod Yiod Kal
Tto0 Aylou MvedpaTtog, vOv Kal del Kal (¢ TOLG al®Wvag TV ALWVYWY. Aunv.
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| am, of course, delighted to be with you again here at the annual Leadership 100
Conference - the thirty-third in the forty year history of this incredible organization.
In fact, | would go so far as to say that the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America
- as it stands today - would be unthinkable without Leadership 100. You have
traveled with this Eparchy of the Ecumenical Throne for forty percent of its
timeline, but you certainly count for more than forty percent of its life and progress.

Leadership 100 is a most robust backbone for our National Ministries, especially
Hellenic College and Holy Cross. | continue to marvel at the foresight and wisdom
of the ever-memorable Archbishop lakovos in cultivating the lay leadership of our
Sacred Archdiocese to make such an investment in an endowment fund for the
Church.

Many great figures of our Church in America, who were instrumental in the
establishment of Leadership 100, have passed away, but their vision and their



execution of this vision remain in place. Now, we have a new generation of leaders
- all of you who serve on this Executive Committee - to guide Leadership 100 and
to expand that vision for the future. | thank you from the bottom of my heart for
your service. The past forty years have truly been amazing! | will repeat what | am
about to say more than once these next few days: Our founders may have passed
on, but the foundation that they built remains firm and strong. They were giants of
business and titans of industry, and their contributions will never be forgotten.

And let us remember that our Church is also strong. | have just come from a
pastoral visit to our community in the Bahamas, and | can tell you that this small
parish is a model of local ministry and global consciousness. Our parishes from
coast to coast - and in the case of the Bahamas, beyond the coastline! - they have
not only recovered from the limitations of the pandemic, but they are thriving.
Everywhere | go, | see vitality and | see youth. Four thousand at the Metropolis of
San Francisco Folk Dance Festival just two weeks ago.

We have much to be grateful for as a Church, and as Leadership 100. | want to
express to our Chairman, Jim Logothetis, -my heartfelt and abiding gratitude for his
steady hand on the rudder of the ship, and for his unwavering support to me
personally.

| commend all of you, the Members of the Executive Committee, who work together
in extraordinary cooperation. And as ever, many, many thanks go to our Executive
Director, the unparalleled Paulette Poulos, and to the Leadership 100 Staff.

You all should be very proud of your service to our Church, and the impact you
have made by your munificence. As we ready ourselves for this Conference, and
the fellowship that it brings, | once again express my profound thanks to all of you.
May God bless our deliberations today and throughout the week.
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O Lord Jesus Christ our God, You have promised that when “two or three” are
gathered in Your Holy Name, there You will be in the midst of them. We come
before You today as your servants and stewards of the Household of God. We
entreat Your Majesty: Accept our thanksgiving and our service, for they are offered
in sincerity of heart and without reservation. Bless this gathering of faithful
stewards of Your gifts, and grant us the wisdom and vision to perceive Your will for
Your own People; through the prayers of Your All-Holy Mother, and of all the Saints.
Amen.
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