26/03/2024

His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros Homily at
the Great Vespers of the Annunciation March 24,

Beloved Sisters and Brothers in Christ:

Tonight we sang:

AneoTtdANn €€ o0pavoDd MNaBptnA 6 ApxdyyeAoq...

From Heaven the Archangel Gabriel was sent forth...[1]

We know the story, which informs every aspect of our Feast. And we know the
words that this Mighty Commander of the Heavenly Host spoke to the Virgin:

Xalpe, KeExaPLTWHUEVN: 0 KOpLog HETA 000+ eDAOYNUEVN OL €V YUVALE(Y.

Hail, you who are full of grace. The Lord is with you! Blessed are you among
women. [2]

But for a moment, | want you to imagine with me what must have been going
through the Archangel’s mind, as he was crossing from the celestial realm to this



earth of ours. He traveled from the Throne of the Most High God in Heaven itself, to
the little town of Nazareth in Galilee. He knew his message. And he had the power
to deliver it, for Gabriel means, “God is my strength.”

But how could this Angel comprehend what was going to take place?

How could he understand that the Throne of God in Heaven was to be within the
Womb-Palace of the Holy Virgin?

The Holy Archangel has already visited this region of the earth. Six months before,
he had appeared to Zacharias in the Temple, the father of John the Baptist. He
gave to this earthly father the good news of the Baptist’s conception by his wife,
Elizabeth. In fact, the Divine Messenger delivered that message with such a punch,
that when Zacharias doubted his word, claiming that his wife and he were too old
to have children, the Angel declared to him:

| am Gabriel, and | stand in the presence of God. | am sent to speak to you, and to
show you these glad tidings.

Behold, you shall be mute, and unable to speak, until the day that these things
shall be performed, because you did not believe my words, which shall be fulfilled
in their season. [3]

But coming to announce the Birth of God in the flesh by a young maiden was a
completely different order. The Akathist Hymn reflects this, when it puts into the
mouth of Gabriel:

Xaipe, BaBoc duoBewpnTOV Kal AYYEAWY OPOAAUOLC.
Hail, Depth hard to explore, even for the eyes of the Angels. [4]

How could the Archangel understand that the very Creator of the seen and unseen
worlds, would choose to dwell in the Virgin and become human?

This mystery was kept even from the Angels, as the hymn says:

To &’ ai®vog amdkpveov, Kol dyyéAolc Gyvwotov MuotOplov: dldx cod Oeotodke
TOlC €Ml YAC MEQAVEPWTAL...

The Mystery hidden from eternity, was even unknown to the Angels; but through
you, O Theotokos, it was made known on earth...[5]

Even a high and mighty Archangel like Gabriel himself, could not comprehend the
meaning of the message he was to convey. Yet, convey it, he did. As again the



Akathist Hymn triumphantly states:
OWHOTOOUEVOY O Bewpv, Kiple, éEloTaTo Kal (oTaTo,
beholding You, O Lord, taking bodily form, he stood in amazement.[6]

Can you imagine? He actually saw the conception of God Himself in the womb of
the Virgin, and he was awestruck in holy bewilderment. The humility, the
condescension, the love and compassion were vastly beyond an Angel's
comprehension.

Such was the love of God for us. Such was the journey that God would make,
crossing over the bridge He created within the womb of his Holy Mother, a bridge
as pure as diamond, in order to reach every human being and all creation. In the
words of a saintly Hierarch:

All creatures are balanced upon the creative word of God, as if upon a bridge of
diamond. Above them is the abyss of divine infinitude, while below them that of
their own nothingness. [7]

Therefore, my friends:
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