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20 Maiov 1941: H Mayn t™nc KpAtng

/ lotopla - EBvikd Oéuata

Me t™nv ovopaocia “Maxn t™ne KpAtng” £MElvE OTNV LoTOopPLa N
agpamoBaTiKl EmixeEipnon, mov smxeipnoe n NadloTikA
Feppavia katd tng KpRtng otic 20 Maiov 1941 kot n omoia
€Anée HWOEKA MEPEC META, HE TNV KATAANYN TG MEYAAOVHOOL.

Me Ttnv ovopaoia auth €uewve otnv wotopla n agpamoBaTtikh emxeipnon, mou
enxeipnoe n NaZiotikr Meppavia katd tne Kpritng otic 20 Matov 1941 kat n omola
€AnEe dLOeKA HEPEC META, TNV 1n louviov, pE TNV KATAANWN TNG MeyaAovroou.
‘Htav pla and ti¢ onuavtikétepeg Hdxec tov B’ Maykoopiov MoAEépov, e TTOAAEG
MPWTLEG O€ eMLYELPNOLaKS emimedo.

H andéeaon ywa tTnv eniBson otnv KpAtn €Anedn amnd to XitAegp ot 25 AmnpiAiov
1941, Alyec péEpeC META TNV mapddoon TNG NUELPWTLKAC EAA@daG oTIC Suvduelg
Tou AEova, Kot éAaBe TNV KWK ovopaoia «Emixeipnon EppAg» («Unternehmen
Merkur»). Htoav oapuvtikg kat Oyt emBetiky emyeipnon, onw¢ amnodelxdOnke
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apyotepa. Ot MNepuavol elxyav WG aTodX0 va €Ea0PAA{COLY TA VOTLOOVATOALKA TOULG
vwTa, evopel tng Emyxelpnong Mnapunapdoca (Ekotpatela otn Pwoila) kat va
eg€oppioovy otn Boperta A@pPLKA, HE cpaATthplo TNV KpAtn, Onwg miotevav ot
2OPMa)OL.

TG MopauovEC TNG emiBeong, ol ZOPUA)oL €YoV TOKTIKO MAEOVEKTNUA O ENPA Kot
BdAacoa, evw ot Meppoavol otov aépa. ETol, 1O YEPUAVIKO emLTeEAE(O amOPACLOE va
dieEaydyer TNV emyelpnon amd oa€po¢ ME TN YxpPnowgomoinon  duvdauewv
QAEEMTWTIOTWY 0€ gvpela KAlpaKa, yla MPWTN @opd oTNY MayKOOULA OTPATIWTIKNA
otopla. EMKEQAANG TWV YEPUAVIKWY OJuvApewv TEOBNKE o mTépapyxo¢ Koupt
2to0vtevT, 51 €Twv, Betepdvog mAdTOC Tov A’ Maykoopiov MoAépov. Eixe otn
dlabeonl tou 1190 aepomAdva (MOAEUIKE KOl METAYWYLKA) Kot 29.000 &vdpeg
(aAg€inTwToTtéC Kat mellkdplovg), evw ot ItaAdol Ba ocuvvelwcépepav 3.000
OTPATLWTEG.
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Tnv KpAtn unepaomniCovtav ool EAANVEC OTPATLWTEC €lyav mapapeivel oto vnol
Kat duvauelc NG BpetavikAg KoiwvomoAlteiag (Bpetavol, Avotpalol kat

NeolnAavdol otpatiwTiko(), mov elyav dieknepatwBel and tnv kKatexduevn EAAGDQ.
To yevikd npdotayua eixe o veolnAavddg otpatnydc Mnépvapvt Ppaiunepyk, 52
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ETWV, Betepdvog Kat avtédc Tov A’ NMaykoopiov MoAépov. Ol LMEPAOTILOTEG TNG
MeyaAovrioov avripxovto o€ mneplmov 40.000, aAA& elyov avemapkri Kal
AMAPYALWUEVO OTIALOUO, 1B{wg ot EAANVEG.

2tnv mnepoxn tTwv Xoviwv eixe eykataotabel o BaolAtdg Fewpyrog B’ kol n

e€6plotn EAANVIkAR KuBépvnon uné tov EppoavouAA Toouvdepd. Ou ZOppayol

yvwpLllov HE MEYAAEC AETITOMEPELEC TO YEPMAVIKO ox€dLo emiBeong, agoL eiyxav
KaTOpOWOoEL yla MPWTN @opd& va OMACOLY TOU YEPMUAVIKO KWOLKA EMIKOWWYLWY
(«Emyelpnon Alviypo»). OuwG, TO TAEOVEKTNHO aUTO O8&v TO EKMETAAAEDTNKAY,
egaLtiag TWY dHLHPWVLWY TOL PPALUMEPYK HE TOUG AVWTEPOLE Tou 0To Aovdivo. Ot
Apeptkavol dev elxav elo€ABeL akdun otov MéAgpo.

H yepuovikh eniBeon ekGNAWONKE 0TIC 8 To MPpwi TNG 20n¢ Maiov 1941, pe Tn piyn
OAEEMTWTIOTWY O 800 PETWTA: OTO AEPOBPOULO TOL MAAEUE KL OTNY €LPOTEPN
neptox Twv Xaviwv. Ta mpwTa KOPATA TWY AAEEMTWTIOTWY ATav €0koAn Asla yla
TouGg NeolnAavdol¢ kot toug EAANveg mouv vmepdomlav To MAAEUE. ITIC MAXEC
EAaBE HEPOC KOL MEYAAOC apPLOUOC aubdywv PE 6,TL OTAO elxe otn 6dBeor} Tov, amnd
poxaipla weg énAa and tnv enoxn tTnc KpnTtikAg Emavaoctaong.

Ot l'eppavol dev LTIOAOYLOOV TN CLUPUETOXN APAYXWY OTLC ETILXELPNTELG

H cuppeToxr XIALGOWY audywv OTIC eMXELPAOELC ATav €vag Tapdywv Tov dev elxav
vnoAoyioel ot yeppoavol oxedlaotéc TNG enxeipnong. Miotevav 6TL ot KpnTikof,
yvwoTol yla T avTidovapyLlkd Toug awobriuata, Ba vmodéxovtav Toug MeEpuavolg
WC  eAevBepwTéc. Mia  akOun  AavBaopévn  eKT{(MNON  TNG  YEPMOVLKAG
avTikataokomnelag vné tov vadapxo BiAxeAu ¢ov Koavdplc Atav o aplbudéc Ttwv
poxnTwv otnv Kprjtn, Toug omnoloug vmoAdyLlav o€ uoévo 5.000 aGvdpeg.

STIC 4 To amdysvpa TNG 20N Maiov éva véo KO QAEEIMTWTIOTWY EMECE OTO
PéBuuvo kal plo wpa apydtepa oto HpdkAewo. Twpa, ot péxec dieEdyovtav oe
Téooepa pETWMA: Xavid, MaAspue, PEBupvo kat HpdakAglo. H mpwtn pépa TNG
Maxnc t™ne KpATng €Ange pe PEYAAEC QMWAELEC YL TOuG Meppavolg Kat afépala
EKBaon. O BlolKNTAC TWVYV YEPMOVIKWY OLVAUEWY, TITEPaPY0oC KoupT XTOOTEVT,
amnmoyonTeEVUEVOG amd TNV €EEALEN Twv emXEPriOEWY, OKEPONKE akOun Kal TNV
avTtokTovia, avaAoylldépevog TNV vnéoxeon mov eixe dwoel otov GUPEP Yyl ML
€0KoAN vikn. To Bpddu tNng Blag pépag, HETA amd PEYAAEC MEPLMETELEC, O BACIALAC
Fewpyloc B’ kat n €€6plotn €AANVIKY KLBEPvNOoN HETOQEPONKOYV HE BPETAVLIKO
TMOAEULKO oTnv AlyumTo.

And T EnUEpWHOTH TNG 21nc Matov ot pdyec ouvvex{obnkav pe dlaitepn
opodpdTnTO KOl OTa Téooepa METWMNA. Ou leppavol emMKEVTPWONKAV OTNY



KaTtdAnyn touv agpodpopiov tov MaAegpue, OMWG ATAV O TMPWTAPXLKOG TOUG OTOXOG
Kal Ta KaTtdeepav TPOC TO TEAOGC TNG nNMUEPaC. EmnweeAridnkav amd TNV
aovvevvonola oTLC TAEELC TWV ZULPMEAYXWY, OAAA uTEoTNOOV KOl TIEAL UEYAAEC
OMWAELEC. AVAUECH OTOUC YEPMAVOUG QAEEMTWTLOTEG TOU KATEAABavV To MEAgue
ATQV ML MEYAAN TPOOWTKOTNTA TOL aBANTLOMOD Kal TNG muydaxiog, o mpwnv
MOYKOOULOC TPWTABANTAC Bapéwv Bapwyv Mag ZpEAWYK, 36 €TWY, TIOL £QPEPE TO
BaBuO TOL HeKavEQ.

H KatdAnyn Ttou agpodpouiov ATAV OTPATNYLKAG onuoociag ywa tnv €EEALEN TWV
eEMYEPAOEWY. OL Feppavoi dpyloav va PETAPEPOLVY HEYAAEC OLVAMELC amd TNV

EAAGDQ Kal pe TOv o0yYPOovo omALoUd Tov dLEBeTav Atav BEua xpdvou n Kuplapyia
Touc 0TNn MeyaAdvnoo. ITIC 28 Maiov ot Meppoavol e{xav aMwWOAOEL TIC CUUHAXLKEC
duvauelc mpo¢ ta voTLa, KABLOTWVYTAC TOV aywva Tou¢ pdtato. Etot, to Aovdivo
ano@daoloe TNV anéovpaon Twv duvduewy TN KowomoAttelag and tnv KpAtn Kat tn
HETAQOPA Toug otnv Alyunto. Ooeg povddeg 6ev Ta KaTAPeEpav, TMapaddOnKav
otoug Meppavoug. MoAAol EAANVEG poxnTéC kot pall Toug 500 Bpetavol avéBnkav
ota anpdotta Bouvd tTnc KPATNG Yyl va cguvexioovv tov aywva. Tnv 1n lovviov, Ye
tnv napddoon 5.000 poaxnTwv ota Zeakid, €nece n avAaia tnG Maxng tTng KpAatng

OL aMWAELEG YL TOUG ZLHPAEYOoLG ATav: 3.500 vekpol, 1.900 tpavuatiec kat 17.500
alYpGAwToL. OL Feppavoi, ocOpewva pe Ok& Toug otolxeia, elxav 3.986 vekpoOlG
Kal oyvooOuEVOLG, 2.594 tpavpatieg, evw €xacav 370 agpomnAdva. ZOPUEWVA, OUWC,
ME OLUPMOXLKOUC LTIOAOYLOMODG, OL YEPUAVIKEC aMWAELEC Eemépaoav TG 16.000.

H Maxn otnv KpAtn ovoudotnke Kol «NEKPOTAPEIO TWV YEPHAVWV
CAEEIMTWTIOTWY», EaLTIAC TWYV PHEYAAWY AMWAELWY TOLC, YEYOVOC TIOL AVAYKOOE
Tov X(tAgp va OlaTtdEel TOV TEPUATIONO KABE aepamMoBaTIKAG emye{pnong oTo
HEAAOV. Amd TNV MAELPd TOLC, OL ZOUMOXOL EVTUTIWOLACTNKOY amd TIC MEYAAEC
duvaATOTNTEG TWY AAELEMTWTIOTWY OTN PAXN Kal dnuiovpynoav TG OKEC TOUG
0EPATOPBATLKEC OLVALELC.

Mnyn: Zoav ZAPEPQ



