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Maliotis Cultural Center and Benaki Museum 
Unveil Historic Partnership with Captivating 
Event Dedicated to the Asia Minor Hellenism
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The Maliotis Cultural Center came alive last night as it hosted a momentous 
evening dedicated to Greek cultural heritage, featuring a captivating presentation 
by Dr.George Manginis, Academic Director of the renowned Benaki Museum in 
Athens, Greece. The event offered an immersive virtual tour of the Benaki’s 
acclaimed exhibition, “Asia Minor Hellenism: Heyday-Catastrophe-Displacement-
Rebirth,” brought to life through breathtaking 360-degree panoramic photography. 
Manginis’s presentation resonated with the audience, expertly weaving together 
the complex narratives of Asia Minor Hellenism from the exhibition’s first moments.

A diverse and dynamic crowd filled the Center, including His Grace Bishop Anthony 
of Synada, Acting Dean of Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology, George 
Kantonis, former president of Hellenic College Holy Cross (HCHC), Rev. Dr. 
Bartholomew Mercado, Dean of HCHC students, distinguished scholars, students 
from Boston’s universities, members of the Greek American community, and 
passionate philhellenes. Attendees embarked on an enthralling journey through the 
exhibition’s galleries, where history and art combined to tell the story of Asia 
Minor’s thriving communities, cultural splendor, and the profound effects of 
displacement. The presentation illuminated the resilience of Hellenism in the face 
of hardship and its subsequent rebirth, leaving guests with a deeper understanding 
of this pivotal chapter in Greek history.

The evening also marked the celebration of a landmark partnership, formalized on 
August 1, 2024, between the Maliotis Cultural Center and the Benaki Museum. This 
collaboration is a groundbreaking achievement for both institutions, aiming to 
promote Greek cultural heritage on a global scale by making Greece’s history, 
language, and art accessible to audiences worldwide. The partnership bridges the 
geographic divide between Greece and the Greek diaspora in the United States, 
symbolizing a collective endeavor to preserve and share the depth of Greek culture 
and its historical significance.



Distinguished guests from the Benaki Museum, including Nikos Trivoulidis, 
Development Director, and Inge Nikolaou, Head of Fundraising, added to the 
evening’s significance. Trivoulidis, who was instrumental in establishing the 
collaboration alongside George Kantonis, expressed his enthusiasm: “The Benaki 
Museum has always aimed to broaden its reach and share Hellenic culture beyond 
Greece’s borders. Our partnership with the Maliotis Cultural Center embodies this 
mission, bringing the spirit of Greece to the Greek American community and 
philhellenes here in the USA.”

Chrysoula Kourkounti, Executive Director of the Maliotis Cultural Center, shared the 
leadership’s excitement about the partnership’s inaugural event. “We are honored 
to kick off this collaboration with such a significant exhibition that reflects our 
commitment to broadening the reach of Greek cultural experiences in America,” 
she stated. Echoing this sentiment, George Kantonis remarked on the 
collaboration’s potential: “This partnership offers the Greek American community 
and the American public a remarkable opportunity to engage deeply with Greek 
history and culture.”

In his remarks, Dr. Manginis underscored the importance of the “Asia Minor 
Hellenism” exhibition, pointing out that it conveys more than historical events; it is 
a powerful narrative of cultural survival, renewal, and identity that continues to 
resonate today. “The exhibition allows us not only to appreciate the past but also 
to reflect on how history shapes our present and influences our future,” he said.

The newly launched collaboration between the Maliotis Cultural Center and the 
Benaki Museum promises a host of future initiatives, including additional exhibits, 
cultural programs, and academic presentations. This agreement represents a 
shared vision to deepen cultural dialogue between Greece and the Greek diaspora, 
fostering the exploration of Hellenism’s multifaceted history and artistic 
accomplishments.

As the evening drew to a close, the atmosphere was electric with a sense of pride 
and anticipation. Guests lingered to share their thoughts, remarking on the impact 
of the evening and the promising future of the partnership. With last night’s 
successful inauguration, the Maliotis Cultural Center and the Benaki Museum have 
laid the foundation for a fruitful partnership. Their joint mission to preserve and 
celebrate Greece’s cultural heritage will continue to unfold through future 
collaborations, exhibitions, and educational initiatives, bringing the beauty and 
legacy of Hellenism to the forefront of cultural life both in Boston and beyond.
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