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His Beatitude Pope and Patriarch Theodore Il of Alexandria and All Africa presided
over the Great Vespers for the Feast of St. Savvas the Sanctified in the Katholikon
of the Patriarchal Monastery dedicated to the Saint.

Concelebrating with him were the Metropolitans Panteleimon of Ptolemais,
Narcissus of Pelusium, and Germanos of Tamiathus.

With words of love, the Patriarch addressed the faithful, wishing that St. Savvas
would bring comfort, blessing, and spiritual warmth to their lives and the lives of
their families. He also informed the local Church community of his recent
missionary journey to the Holy Metropolises of Zimbabwe and Angola, as well as to
Johannesburg and Pretoria.

A particularly moving moment occurred when the Primate of the Alexandrian
Throne, with tears in his eyes, offered heartfelt words of gratitude before the
venerated icon of the celebrated Saint and Elder of the Monastery.

This was on the occasion of the 20th anniversary of his unanimous election to the
Patriarchal See. As a gesture of lifelong gratitude, he dedicated a precious pastoral
staff made of precious materials of African origin to the Holy Altar of the Church.
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