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Following a recent statement by Pope Francis regarding the establishment of a
common date for the celebration of the Resurrection of the Lord, we wish to clarify
that any consultation on the date of Easter and a possible decision can only take
place within the framework of a future Pan-Orthodox Council, with the participation
of all sister Orthodox Churches.

This initiative aligns with the ongoing efforts on this matter, taking into account the
significant recommendation of the Synaxis of the Primates and Representatives of
the Orthodox Churches, convened from January 21-28, 2016, at the Ecumenical
Patriarchate’s Center in Chambésy.

During this meeting, it was emphasized: “Regarding the issue of the Calendar, it is
appropriate for each Church to freely implement what it considers beneficial for the
spiritual formation of its faithful, but without altering the common date of the
celebration of Easter by all Orthodox.”

Therefore, any initiative concerning the date of Easter can only be addressed within
the context of a Pan-Orthodox Council.
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