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O OwK. MaTpLapyxnc yLa TG @WTLEC IOV TIARTTOLV
TOV MAAVATN

Matplapyeia / Otkovpevikd Matplapyeio

L

Tnv BAlyn Tov aAAd Kot TNG Babld Tou avnouvyia ywa To MPWTOPAVH KOPAT
KaOOWVa Kal TLG TIVPKAYLEG TIOL TMAATTOLY TOV MAAVATN, EKQPACEL YE avaKo(vwon
Tou n A.©.1. o OwkovpeVIKOG MaTtpLdpxng K.K. BapBoAouaiog. Kpovel yia pia akdua
@OopPd TOV KWdWvVA TOL KWWHOVOL KoL KAAEL o€ cuoTpdTELON YA APECN AQYN LETPWY,
vnevBuuilfovtag OTL TO EMOMEVO EKKANOLAOTIKO €T0C €lval a@LEPWUEVO OTNV
npootaci{a Tov nepltB&AAovTOC.

“Tic teAevtalec €BOonddeg, 0 MAAVATNG MOC BploKeETal AVTIMETWIOC ME akpala
KOMOTA KOOOWVR Kol EKTETAMEVEG MLUPKAYLEC 0 OAO TOV KOOUO - amd Ta TPOTMKA
ddon touv Apaloviov Kal TIC €pPNUEC TMEPLOXEC TNG AQPPLKAC Kol amd TLC ouvABwg
KAAUUMEVEC WE YLOVL MEPLOYXEC TNG APKTLKAG Kal TNG AAAOKAC MEXPL TNV lomavia Kat
™ ZBnpla. K&Be priva BpLoKOMOOTE AVTILETWTIOL HE OEPUOKPAOIEC PEKOP KO
MPWTOPaAVE(C KADOWVEC, HE OATMOTEAECUA TNV  KATOOTPOPH  EKATOMMLPIWY
OTPEMMATWY” ava@EpEL N avakoivwan, N onola KUKAOQOPNOE 0TNV AYYALKH YAWCOQ.
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O -yvwoTéC Yyl TG TMEPLPAAAOVTIKEG TOL €valoBnaoiec- Moluevdpxng vmoypaupifeL
OTL N éVTaOoN OLTWY TWVY TMLPKAYLWY KoL KOTAly(dwv avEAveTal MPOOOELTIKA Kol
EVIOYVETAL, KABLOTWYTOC EMTAKTIKA TNV avdykn ANYNG LETPWVY

O ovT(KTUTIOC aUTWYV TWV TLVPKAYWY Ba umopoloe va avtnyxel yla YEVLEG,
ennpedlovtac TO €00¢oC, TIC LTMOOOMEC KOl TOLG avBpwrtovg. Ta d&vtpa elval
CWTWKA yla To £€60¢0¢, Yo TNV enBiwon pag Kat yia tTny yuxr hog. Ta dévtpa dev
elval amAWG MOADTIHA Yyl TNV aloBnTLKA TOUG OMOPELE N ylo EUMOPLKO OPEAOC,
aAAG €lval oLOLOOTIKAE N AULVA POC ATMEVAVTL OTNY AAAQYH TOU KA{LATOC.

“Tétola akpaia QavOUEVA HAC LTTOXPEWVOLY va eEeTdoovue MOCO eLBpaLOTN €lval
n @00N, TOUG MEPLOPLOPEVOLC QLOLKOUC TOPOUC AAAG Kal TNV Hovadlkh LepdTnTa
NG dnuovpylacg”.

H avakolvwon emonuaivel Kot tTnv €YKOKALO Tou Owkovuevikov Matpldpxn ME
agopun TNV Apxn TN IvdikTtou TNV 1n XemtepBpiov otnv omola yiveTal EKTEVAC
ava@opd OTIC MPWTORBOLAIEC Kol BPaoTNPLOTNTEG OTIC OMO(EC MPWTOOTATNOE TO
Owkovuevikd Matplapyxelo Ta teAevTala TPLdvTa XPOVLA, TNPWVTAC TIC OEUEALWDELC
apx€EC TG OpBodokiag, yia tnv dlagoAaEn Tng dnuLovpyiag Tov Oco0.

“NMpooevyduaoTte Yyl OAouC eke{voug TOL ameELAOLVTAL N TMARTTOVTOL QMO TLC
TMUPKAYLEG O OAEC TIC YWVLEG TOL KOOHUOUL HaG. KaAoOue 6AouvC TOLG TLOTOUG Ko
OAOULC TOUGC AVBPWTOLE VA £EETATOLY TIPOTEKTLKAE TO MWCG COOHUE, TL KATAVOUAWVOUHE
Kat o0 Bplokovtal oL MPoTePALOTNTEG Hag”

HIS ALL-HOLINESS ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH BARTHOLOMEW
Statement on the Global Wildfires

In recent weeks, our planet has witnessed extreme heatwaves and expansive
wildfires throughout the world—fromtherainforestsof the Amazon and desert
regionsof Africa,normally snow-covered regions such as the Arctic and Alaska to far
away countries from Spain to Siberia. Month after month, we have experienced
record temperatures and unprecedented heatwaves, resulting in the destruction of
millions of acres and the disruption of millions of people. And the intensity of these
fires and storms is progressively increasing and intensifying, mandating critical and
commensurate changes on our part.

Scientists warn us about the threat of such fires to the world’s ecosystems, which
are becoming increasingly jeopardized and vulnerable. The impact of these fires
could reverberate for generations, affecting soil, infrastructure, and human beings.
Trees are vital for the soil, for our survival and for our soul. Trees are not simply
valuable for their aesthetic beauty or commercial benefit, but essentially for our



defense against climate change. Planting more trees is certainly commendable, but
cutting down less trees is perhaps the most compellingresponse to global warming.
While this global wildfire crisis may not entirely or exclusively be a consequence or
cause of climate change, the calamitousevents that the world is now experiencing
undoubtedly and undeniably sound the alarm about the urgent and dire
repercussions of a rising level of carbon emissions. Therefore, if nothing else, such
extreme phenomena compel us to consider the fundamental fraqgility of nature, the
limited resources of our planet, and the unique sacredness of creation.

In our Encyclical that will appear on September 1st, we outline the diverse
initiatives and activities pioneered by the Ecumenical Patriarchate over the last
thirty years, while observing the fundamental principles and precepts proposed by
the Orthodox Church over the last twenty centuries with regard to preserving God’s
creation.

We pray for all those threatened or afflictedby the fires in all corners of our world.
We call all faithful and all people of good will to consider carefully how we live,
what we consume, and where our priorities lie, using the words of the Divine
Liturgy: “Let us pay attention! Let us stand with awe!”
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