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Ecumenical Patriarchate to host Academic
Symposium honoring the 1700th Anniversary of
the First Ecumenical Council

As part of its official celebratory events commemorating the 1700th anniversary of
the First Ecumenical Council of Nicaea (325 AD), the Ecumenical Patriarchate will
host a distinguished Academic Symposium to be held in Constantinople and
Nicaea, from April 24 to 26, 2025.

The sessions of the symposium will take place at the Marasleios Urban School in
Constantinople and the Municipal Hall of Nicaea (iznik). His All-Holiness Ecumenical
Patriarch Bartholomew will be present and will deliver the official opening address,
marking the start of the symposium’s proceedings.

The event is sponsored by the Huffington Ecumenical Institute of Holy Cross Greek
Orthodox School of Theology in Boston.

This high-level academic gathering will bring together some of the world’s most
renowned scholars and authors specialising in topics directly related to the First
Ecumenical Council and its enduring impact on the Christian world. Discussions will
explore the theological, historical, and ecclesiological significance of the Council
that defined foundational aspects of Christian doctrine and unity.



‘The Patriarchal Church of SL George

The patriarchal church is located at Phanar, meaning “lantern” or “lighthouse”
and referring to the old lighthouse quarter along the Golden Horn in the Fatih district of
Istanbul fram the Byzantine and Ottoman periods. In 1454, the Great Schoal of the Nation
wias established in the area by prominent Phanariotes. The name “Phanar” is today
regarded as coterminous with the Ecumenical Patriarchate since the patriarchal church,
offices, and residence are lacated there.

The patriarchal church of 5t. George formerly served as the site of a small chapel
fior an Orthodox convent. When Patriarch Matthew || [1598-1601) converted it to the
home of the Ecumenical Patriarchate toward the end of his tenure, the nuns there
wransferred to another community, and the Phanar served as a monastic brotherhood
under the spiritual guidance of the Ecumenical Patriarch, Indeed, it is sometimes referred
to as “The Great Monastery” Since that time, the Phanar also serves as the central
administrative offices of the Ecumenical Patriarchate. It is also referred to as “the Great
Church of Christ”
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Venue: Marasleios Urban School

The Marasleios Urban School of Constantinople was formerly an elementary school
in the Phanar nelghborhood beside the Patriarchate. Following the forced decline of the
Greek community in Turkey, the school closed, and the building was abandoned. Through
the efforts of Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, the school was restored and reopened
in the summer of 2024 to host formal lectures and social events organized by the
Ecumenical Patriarchate.
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The ane sacred building of the council, as if stretched across the world by God, contained people
from afar, There were mare than three hundred bishops, while the elders, deacons and others were
almast incalculable, Some of these ministers of God were distingulshed for their wisdom, others
for their ascetic life or patient endurance of persecution, and still others for all three, Some wene
respected for their age, others were renowned for their youth and vigos, while still others were
only recently appainted to responsible positions. The emperos provided therm all with sufficient
provisions,

Thee declaration of faith | proposed was resd before our most pious emperor and seemed to meet
with universal approval, This is the declaration of faith passed on to me by the bishops who
preceded me, used alike in instruction and in baptism. It is the truth | have gleaned from the
sacred scriptures, as well as what | have believed and taught as an elder and bishop:

“We believe in one God, Father, Almighty, Maker of all things visible and invisible. And in one
Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God; the only begotten of the Father, that is the essence of the
Father; God of God, Light of Light, true God of true God; begotten but not created; of one essence
with the Father; through wham all things in heaven and on earth were made; whe for us and our
salvation descended, became flesh and was made human, suffered, arose on the third day,
ascended to the heavens, and will come again to judge the living and the dead. And in the Holy
Spirit, .~

Mo one opposed this creed. In fact, our most pious Emperor was the first to admit that it was
perfectly comect and reflected his own belief. He called on all present to agree and sign the creed.
Euseblus of Caesarea (c. 260-c. 340}

In Socrates of Constantinople, History of the Church, Book |, Chapter VIll,
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