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To Natp. MAVLHA oTO ZLVESPLO OPBOBOEOL
MvevpaTikoTNTAG

Natplapyeia / Owkovuevikd MNatplapyeio

O Apyxieniokono¢ TeAunoool K. 1wB, Mévipog AvTinpdowmnog Tou OLKOLPEVIKOD
Natplapxelov oto Maykdoulo ZvPBoOALO EKKANOwv ekmpoowtnel tnv A.O.M. Tov
Owkovpevikd TMatpldpxn K.K. BapBoAopaio oto 270 Zuvédplo OpBoddEou
MvevpatikéTnTag 0TtV Mov Mnéle tng ItaAlac.

2TO MAVLUA TOUL TIPOC TO CLVEDPLO, 0 OLKOLHPEVIKOG MaTPLaPXNG ava@éPONKe HETAED
AAAWVY oTNY “ev XploTtw Cwn” péoa amnd tnv OpB4doEn nvevuaTiky napddoon, otnv
nopovoia t™NG dLAokaAlag ota dldgopa otddia TNG CWAC TOL XPLOTLAVOD, EVW
euxapioTnoe TN MOVOAOTLKA KowdTnTa TOLu Mmdle yla TIC MPOOTMABELEC TNG OTNV
npowbnon Twv MAOVCLWY BnoavPWv TNG 0pOGBOENC MVELHATIKOTNTAC KAl OTN
OULUBOAN TNG 0TNV KAAALEPYELX EVOC OLKOVUEVLKOU MVEDUATOC.

To pAVLHa Tov OlkovpeVIKOD MaTpLdpyn

It is our pleasure to greet the participants of the 27th International Ecumenical
Conference on Orthodox Spiritualityorganized by the Monastery of Bose in
collaboration with local Orthodox Churches, which will take place from September4-
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, 2019, and have the theme: “Called to life in Christ: In the Church, in the world, in
the present time.” As we have beeninformed by the organizers, the aim of the
Conference is to rediscover the depth and strength of the call to Christian lifein the
Church, in the world and in history, by listening to Orthodox spiritual tradition, and
by exploring the Orthodoxtheology of monastic vocation and life, as well as of
marriage and family, the special charisma and service of women inthe life of the
Church, the meaning of a communal life, the presence and love of beauty
(Philokalia), and Christian hopeat different stages of life, especially in the face of
illness, suffering and death.The theme of “Life in Christ” is, indeed, one of central
importance in Orthodox Spirituality. As Saint Nicholas Cabasilas, awell-known
citizen of 14th century Thessaloniki, as well as of the Queen of Cities — who united
his political and socialengagement with a deep mystical contemplation on the
mystery of Christ — has admirably exposed in a treatise with thesame title, a life in
Christ is initiated and sustained by the sacraments of the Church, which manifest
the Church Herselfand unite us with the Mystical Body of Christ.This treatise,
according to Fr. Georges Florovsky, properly summarizes the doctrine of the
Eastern Church on thesacraments. Since spirituality means life in the Holy Spirit,
which is granted to us by Christ in the Holy Sacraments, agenuine experience of
spirituality is therefore lived within the Church. For this reason, we always ought to
be incommunion with the Church and work for the unity of Christians everywhere,
being continually nourished by theunbroken unity of the Body of Christ.We once
again thank the Monastic Community of Bose for its tireless efforts in promoting
the rich treasures of Orthodoxspirituality and for its contributions toward the
cultivation of an ecumenical spirit. Wishing all of you — the participants ofthe 27th
International Ecumenical Conference on Orthodox Spirituality — fruitful
deliberations and thoughtful insights, wereiterate our unconditional paternal love
and bestow upon you our Patriarchal blessings.BartolomeoArchbishop of
Constantinople and Ecumenical PatriarchFanar, 31 august 2019



