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To Npageio AlaocOvdeonc TnGc OpPBO6d0ENC
EKKAnoiac pe tnv EE Katadikadlel Tnv anogacn
Tou EgpeTeiov TNG AryomtTou

/ EmkatpdtnTa

To lpageio Awaocvvdeong TnGg OpPBO660ENGC EKKANnociag pe TNV
Evpwnaikp ‘Evwon ot BpuiéAAeg, HME avakoivwoR TOUL
Katadikader tnv améeaon touv E@eTeiov TNG ALYOTITOU OXETLKA
ME TNV &€Kdikaon TnG umoOeong, n omoia a@opd TO KAOEOTWCG
NG LOTOPLKAG lepac MovAc Ayiac AlkaTtepivng Zvd.

“Avtri n OlKAOTIKA amopacn ExeL NOn MPOKAAETEL EVTOVEC QVTIOPACELC Qo

6pNOKEVOUEVOLC, AKAONUAIKECG, MTOALTIOTIKEG KAl TIOALTIKEC KOWWOTNTEC OE OAO TOV
Koouo. Eueic, w¢ Mpageio Aitaovvbeonc tng 0OpBoboénc EkkAnoiac ue tnv EE,
katabikalovue avtriv TNV €vépyela. KaAolue Ta svpwmaika Osouika opyava
, TA KPATN MEAN, KAl TA MOALTIKA KOUMATA va AdBouvv Ta KATAAANAQ UETPa Yo va
eEaopaAioovy OTL n lepd Movri Alkatepivng Ba ouvvexilel va Asttovpyel eAe0Bepa
WC TVELUATIKO nouxaoTrnplo, w¢ MuAWvagc 6pnoKeVTIKAC apuoviac Kat mnyn
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EUMVELONCG yla 0AN TNV avBpwnoTnTa.

Eumtotevduaote eniong tnv atyvntiaky KuBEpvnon yla va TWUAOEL TN OLUEPH OxE€on
Kal TLC MOAVUEPEIC BEOUEDOELG, TUUTTEPIAAUPBAVOUEVWY EKEVWY TWV TUUPWVLWIV TNG
HE TNV EAANnVikn Anuokpatia kat tnv Evpwnaikri Evwon”, avo@Epel HETAED GAAWVY
n avakoivwan.



Press Release

Brussels, May 30", 2025

Orthodox Church Liaison Office to the European Union

Deep concern over Egyptian Court decision regarding
Saint Catherine’s Monastery of Sinai

As the Liaison Office of the Orthodox Church to the European Union, we
express our profound concern regarding the recent and unexpected ruling by the
Ismailia Court of Appeal, which orders the seizure of the premises of the
historic Monastery of Saint Catherine in Sinai.

For over 15 centuries, Saint Catherine’s Monastery has been revered as a
beacon of global religious, cultural, and spiritual heritage. This sacred site has
long stood as a powerful symbol of peaceful coexistence between Christian and
Muslim communities. It is notably protected by a charter granted by the Prophet
Muhammad himself in 613 AD, bearing his palm print and explicitly placing
the Monastery under his personal protection.

The Monastery is not only home to invaluable Christian relics and manuseripts,
but also to a mosque within its grounds, an enduring testament to interfaith
respect and hospitality.

The court™s decision raises serious questions about the protection of religious
freedom and cultural heritape in Egypt. It appears to contravene commitments
enshrined in the Association Agreement (AA) between the Evropean Union and
Egypt, which entered into force in June 2004 and serves as the legal foundation
of their bilateral relations, This agreement establishes a framework for political
dialogue, cultural preservation, and human rights protections,

Al the most recent meeting of the EU-Egypt Association Couneil in June 2022,
new Partnership Priorities were adopted to guide relations through 2027,
aligned with the EU’s Agenda for the Mediterrancan and Egypt’s Vision 2030,
To support this partmership, the EU is preparing a financial package of €74
billion for the 2024-2027 period.

Of particular concern 1s the timing of this ruling, which follows a high-level
discussion between the Prime Mimster of Greece and the President of Egypt on
May 7, 2025, during which the protection of the Monastery was reportedly
raised.

This court decision has already sparked strong reactions from religious,
academic, cultural, and political communities around the world. We, as the
Liaison Office of the Orthodox Church to the EU, firmly and respectfully join in
condemning this action. We call on the European institutions, Member States,
and political parties to take appropriate measures to ensure that Saint
Catherine’s Monastery continues to operate freely as a spiritual sanctuary, a
pillar of religious harmony, and a source of inspiration for all humankind.

We also place our trust in the Egyptian government to honor its bilateral and
multilateral commitments, including those under its agreements with the



Hellenie Repubhic and the European Union.

For further information, please contact:

Liaison Office of the Orthodox Church Liaison Office to the European Union

Place de Jamblinne de Meux 40 — 1030 Brussels, Belgium
lnloraocen.ors
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AlafBaoTe emiong

ANOKAAYNTIKO PEMOPTAZ: To Ziva yavetralr - EKKAnon péoa amnd TO

ope.gr yia aueon Avon peta&d EAAGSac kat AtyOmTou

KuBepvnTikéG MNyéG oTO ope.gr: “®daouvA” n gvépyela TNG AlyOmTOou OTH

MovA Zwva

AuvTtad avag@épel n anmogaon tTov E@sTeiov TG AltyotTou yia Tn MovA Zwva

H mpoedpia tnc Anpokpatiac tnc AltyonmTou Befalwvel TNV SeopeLON TNG

yia TO Z1va

MadAoc Mapivakne yia MovA Ziva: «Agv avapévoups diag@opormoinon ota

CLUHEWVNOEVTA»

M. XapakomouvAoc via MovR 2Zwva: EvBsia &emiOson O& TVELUATIKA

napadoon 1.500 eTwv

Natplapyxeio lepoooADpuwY: Ot Atyuntiakéc ApxéC o@eiAovv va gefaocTolv

TNV mapadoon ywa tTn MovAn Ziva

Owkovpevikd Matprapyeio: EKKAnon otnv Aiyunmto va Bpst ADon yia TN

MovA Zwva
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H mposdpia TNC AnpokpatiaC TNG ALYOTITOU VI TNV EMIKOILVWVIiA

MnTtooTtdkn - AA Ziol

‘EKKAnon tnc Apylenmiokonic Kavada yia tTnv mpootacia tne lepdc MovAc

Ayiac AikaTtepivng Z1va
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