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Holy Synod approves canonization of 16 saintly
women
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The working session of the Holy Synod of the Romanian Orthodox Church was
conducted in the “Patriarch Teoctist” Aula Magna of the Patriarchal Palace on
Tuesday, July 1, 2025, under the chairmanship of His Beatitude Patriarch Daniel.

During the session, the Holy Synod approved the canonization of sixteen women
with a holy life, including martyrs, nuns, rulers’ wives, mothers of saints, and
confessors. These new saints include:

Princess Maria Brancoveanu (1661-1729), wife of the Holy Prince-Martyr
Constantine Brancoveanu, canonized as the Holy Princess Maria Brancoveanu
with feast day on August 16;

Schemanun Filofteia Antonescu of Pasarea Monastery (mid-18th century -
1833), canonized as Saint Philothea of Pasarea, mother of Saint Callinicus of
Cernica, with feast day on April 12;

Nun-martyr Evloghia Tarlea of Samurcasesti-Ciorogarla Monastery (1908-
1949), canonized as the Holy Venerable Martyr Eulogia of Samurcasesti,
commemorated on December 19;

Schemanun Elisabeta Lazar of Pasarea Monastery (1970-2014), canonized as
Saint Elizabeth of Pasarea, with feast day on June 5;

Nun Platonida (1487-1554), the wife of the Holy Prince Neagoe Basarab,
canonized as Saint Platonida of Arges (former Despina Milica) with feast day
on September 26;

Mandalina Catalinici (1895-1962), canonized as Saint Magdalena of Malajnica,
with feast day on October 15;

Schemanun Mavra the ascetic of Mount Ceahlau (17th-18th century),
canonized as Saint Mavra of Ceahlau, with feast day on May 4;

Schemanun Nazaria, first abbess of Varatic Monastery (1697-1814), canonized
as Saint Nazaria of Varatic, with feast day on August 17;

Schemanun Olimpiada, foundress of Varatic Monastery (1757-1842),
canonized as Saint Olympias of Varatic, with feast day on August 17;

Olimpia Tanase (1880-1967), mother of Elder Petroniu of Prodromos Skete,



canonized as Saint Olympias of Farcasa, with feast day on July 4;

®* Teacher Blandina Gobjila (1906-1971), deported for 15 years to Syberia,
canonized as Saint Blandina the Confessor of lasi, with feast day on May 24;

* Nun Elisabeta (Safta) Brancoveanu (1776-1857), canonized as saint Elizabeth
(Safta) Brancoveanu, with feast day on August 17;

® Anastasia Saguna (1785-1836), mother of Saint Andrew Saguna, metropolitan
of Transylvania, canonized as saint Anastasia Saguna, mother of Saint Andrew
Saguna, with feast day on December 1;

®* Nun Filotimia Manolache of Ramet Monastery (1896-1989), mother of Saint
Dometius the Merciful of Ramet, canonized as Saint Philotimia of Ramet,
mother of Saint Dometius the Merciful, with feast day July 6;

®* Nun Antonina Diaconu of Tismana Monastery (1923-2011), canonized as Saint
Antonina of Tismana, with feast day on December 23;

®* Nun Matrona Ciupelea, abbess of Hurezi Monastery (1852-1935), canonized as
Saint Matrona of Hurezi, with feast day on May 5.

The Holy Synod continues its working session on Wednesday, July 2, 2025.
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