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Statement by the Patriarchs and Heads Of
Churches Of jerusalem
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i+ PATRIARCHS AND HEADS
+ [+ OF LOCAL CHURCHES OF JERUSALEM

We, the Council of Patriarchs and Heads of Churches of Jerusalem, are hane todany in Taybeh in solidarity
wilh the local community following an imtensifying trend of systsmic and targeted attacks against them and
fhesr presence. We ask for the prayers, attention, and action of the weorkd, paricularty thal of Cheistians
glabalty

On Monday, T July 2025, radical Israslis from nearby seftiements intlentionally set fine near the lown's
cematery ard the Church of Saint George, which dates back 1o the Sth century. Taybeh is the last
resmaaining afl-Chiristan bown in [he Wesi Bank. Thess actions are 8 deset and inlenlicnal threst 1o our oeal

y first and f bt also 1o the historic and refigious heritage of our ancestors and holy sites
In the fece of such threats, the greatest acl of bravery is to conlinue 1o call this your home. We stand wish
YOLL W SAIDROT yOUr resilsnce, and you have o prayers.

Wi give thanhs for the ocal reskdents and firefighbers lor extinguishing e fine balane our holy sies weds
destroped, bul we join wolces with the local priests - Greek Crihodox, Latin, and Melkite Greek Casholic -
mading & dear plea for suppart n the face of repeabed, sysiematic ablacks from these radicals, which ams
only growing mone fregusnt,

In recent monihs, The radicals have led their cafile to graze on the Tams of Chrislians on the east side aof
Taybeh - the agricultural area - rendering them insccessible o best but at wors! damaging the alive groves
thaat fardies depend on Las! month. several homes were attacked by these radicals, bghting fires and
wracting a billboard thal said, iranslabed inle Englsh, There is no future for you here®

The Church has had a faihiul presence in Shis region for nearty 2,000 years. We fimly reject this message
al exchision and reafrm ouf commibment io & Holy Land thal is & mosaic of dfarenl faiths. b peaceluly

together in dignay and safety.

The Councd ol Pairiarchs and Heads of Churches calls for thess radicals io be hald accountabis by the
Israell authorfties, who faciltale and enable their presence arcund Taybeh. Even in limes of war, sacred
places must be probected. We: call lor an immediaie and ranspanent investigation into why Te lsraell police
did nof respond o smargency calls from the iocal community and why these abhorrent actions continus to
go unpunished.

The attacks by the hands of seftiers agains! our commursty, which is lwing in paace, must siop, both here in
Taybeh and ssewhers throughoul the West Bank. This is clearly part of the systematic altacks against
Chiistians that we see unfolding throughout thae region

Furthermore, we ask diplomats, policians, and chunch officials worldwide 1o provide @ pragerfull and
oultspoiken voice for our ecumanical community in Taybeh, that their presence may be secured and that
they can live in paace |o worship Mealy, grow crops wilhoul danger, and live i & paacs (el seems o be in
far oo short of supply

Wi join our fellow clergy in Taybeh in reiterating this of hope in the lace of a perstsient threat: “truth and
justice will ultimabely prevail™. And we recall the words of the Prophet Amos, which become our prayer
during this chalengng tme. Sl justios roll down like walers, ard righlecusness like an ever-lowirg
sitrgam”

Pairigrchs ard Heads of Churches of Jensalam.
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