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The Patriarchate of Jerusalem expresses its deepest condemnation and
denunciation of the strike that targeted the Catholic Church of the Holy Family in
Gaza City. This strike caused extensive damage and casualties to the parish
complex, endangering the lives of innocent people, especially those with special
needs and displaced persons seeking safe shelter within the church.

Targeting a holy site currently sheltering approximately 600 displaced persons, the
majority of whom are children and 54 people with special needs, is a flagrant
violation of human dignity and a blatant violation of the sanctity of life and the



sanctity of religious sites, which are supposed to provide a safe haven in times of
war.

The bombing destroyed large parts of the complex, and those with special needs
were forced to evacuate the area, some of whom were unable to receive the
respirators they rely on for survival, posing a direct threat to their lives.

At this critical moment, the Patriarchate affirms that churches are spiritual and
humanitarian beacons, serving everyone without discrimination. It also calls on the
international community and United Nations agencies to provide urgent protection
for religious institutions and humanitarian centers in the Gaza Strip and to ensure
respect for international humanitarian law, which criminalizes the targeting of
civilians and places of worship.

Our prayers accompany those affected, and we hope that wisdom will triumph over
the machine of war, and that the voice of mercy will prevail over the din of fire.
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