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Natplapync BapOoAopaioc: To OLKOLMEVIKO
Natplapycio aywvideTal yia TNV MAYKOOHLA
ELPAVN Kal TNV aAAnAgyyon - Zuvavtnon oTo
State Department

Matplapyeio / Otkovuevikd MNatplapyeio

O Oikovuevikoc lMatpiapxnc oro State Department kai oTto
£Ovik6 KowuntApto touv Arlington - XuvavtnOnke Kai UE TOUG
MpéoBeic TnG Tovpkiac Kat TnNG EAAaéo¢ oT1ic HIIA

O Owkovpevikoc Matpldpxnc K.K. BapBoAopaiog, 1o mpwi t™ng Tpltng, 16
zenteuBplov 2025, emoképdnke Ttov MpéoPBu t™ng Touvpkiag otic HIMA, k. Sedat
Onal, o omnoilo¢ MapéPsos MPOC TIMAY TOL TMPOYELPA PE TNV CUMMETOXH TOu ZEeP.
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Apxlemokémov APEPLKAG K. EAMB0@OpoL, Twv APXLEPEWY KAl TWV AOLTWYV HEAWVY
™S NMatplapylkng ouvodeiag, tTnG EEoy. MpéoBewc TG EAAADOC KAl OTEAEXWY TNG
TOUPKLIKAC OUMAWMATIKAG AV TLMTPOoWTE(QC.
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ApéowG METE, o Matpldpxne KatéOeoe oTe@avL oto Mvnueio Tov AyvwoTou
ZTpatTiwTOoL, O0Tto EOVIK6 KowpntAplo Arlington, ocuvodevdpevoc amd TOV
EAANVIKAC KaTaywync Awowknth Twv EvomAwv Avvdpewv twv HMA Ztpatnyd
Avdpéa Poppas. AKOAoLBWC, 0 MavaylwTATOC EVNUEPWONKE yla TNV LoTopia TOL
Mvnpueiov kKot Tov EBvikoO Kowuntnpiov and Toug umneeToOVTEG OE QL TO.






Feopa anté tnv Npéofn t™ng EAAGdacg otic HMA

To peonuépl, o MNMavaylwTatog napekddOnoe oe enlonuo yeOUQ TIOL MAPEOETE TPOG
Twrv tov n MpéoBug TNG EAAGSOC otic HMA, K. Alkatepivn Naoika, oTtoug
KATIOLC ToL LoToPLKoL EpevvnTtikol Kévtpov Dumbarton Oaks, pe MPOCKEKANUEVOUC
Apxlepelc, MpEoPeLg, DIMAWPATEG KAl HEAN TNG EAANVOAMEPLKAVIKAG KOWATNTOC.



H k. MpéoBuc¢ upiAnoe pe BepuolC Adyoug yla Ttov lMavaywwtato, o omolog, otnv
avTIPWVNOH Tou, emoAUove, HETAED AGAAwv, 6Tl To Olkovuevikd TMaTtplapyeio
“aywviCetal adlaAelntwc 6ta tnv npodorniov tn¢ avlpwnivne a&lonpeneiag, oia
TNV Maykooulov &Lprivny Kat TNV aAAnAgyyonv, 6td Ttnv nmpoaywyriv Tou
dlaxploTiavikol, OlaBpnokelakol Kat O6lamoAlTioutkol btaAdyov kKat &td TNV
noootaolav TNC aKEPALOTNTOC TNG Onutovpyiac.” [AwafdacTte €bw TNV
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2Tn ouvvéxela, o MavaylwTaToC EMOKEPONKE TOLG LOTOPLKOUC KAMOULG Touv KEvTpou
Kal To Mouoeglo, 6mov evnuepwBnKe amd Toug vmevbOvouG avTtol yia Tn BulavTvi
oLAAOYN Tov, n omola amnoteAe({tatl amnd voulopaTa, €LKOVEC, LEpd OKELN Kol AAAQ
TMOADTLUA AV TIKE{PEVQ.
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Zuvavtnon oto State Department

To andysvpa, TNG (Blag NuéEPag, o OLKOLPEVIKAG MaTpldpxng elxe ouvdvTnon UE TOV
opoyevr Yepumovpyd EEwTteplkwyv Twv HMA K. MixalA T¢. PAya, otnv £6pa Tou
State Department.



O Yournovpyd¢ EEwtepikwyv mnopédeoe emlonuo delmvo mpog TWAV  TOU
MoavaylwTtdtov, oto omnolo nmapekddBnoav lepdpxeg, MpéoBelg, eETAED TwWV omolwv N
endpevn MpéoBuc twv HMA otnv EAAGOa EEox. k. Kimberly Ann Guilfoyle, kat
MAAB0C OLOKEKPLUEVWY TIPOCWTILKOTATWVY.






Anavtwvtag otn Ogppl mpooewvnon Tov EEox. k. MixyanA PRya, o
Natplapync cime Ta ak6Aovda:

Deputy Secretary Michael Rigas,

Your Excellencies, the Ambassadors of the Many Nations here represented,
Your Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros and Brother Hierarchs,

Honored guests and friends,

Beloved spiritual children in the Lord,

We rise to express our gratitude and appreciation to you, Deputy Secretary Rigas,
for this hospitality granted unto us, and for this tribute to the Ecumenical
Patriarchate.

We rise in this extraordinary space - the Benjamin Franklin State Dining Room of
the State Department - as we have on other occasions, when we have been so
graciously received by the esteemed representatives of the United States
Government.

You do us honor, and this tribute extends throughout the global expanse of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate - a trans-national and purely spiritual Institution of the
Holy Orthodox Christian Church.

As Ecumenical Patriarch, we have the responsibility to convene and organize the
interactions between the various Autocephalous - meaning self-governing -
Orthodox Churches. Clearly, many of these Churches are structured around
national identities, which include shared history, culture, and Ilanguage.
Nevertheless, the Orthodox Church does not embrace ethno-phyletism as a policy,
even when some of our Sister Churches have done so out of political and even
financial expediency.

As followers of the Lord Jesus Christ, we are called to pursue the Kingdom of God,
not any kingdom of Man, no matter how inviting. As Orthodox Christians with a
continuous history and memory, and who specifically come from the City and Land
where Christianity was codified within the context of a newly-converted Christian
Roman Empire, we understand the complexity of the relationship between the City
of God and the City of Man.



The seventeen centuries, stretching from the First Ecumenical Council of Nicaea in
325 AD to this very year of 2025, bear witness to the many entanglements that
have encompassed Church and State through the ages.

In times past, religion was used to consolidate peoples around specific
governments, giving coherence to earthly empires, kingdoms, and nation-states.
And this is true of all the Abrahamic Faiths, however we appreciate the historical
precedents and current realities we face today.

But has not the human family arrived at a point, when such rigid forms of
conformity no longer serve the interests of the People?

As the Ecumenical Patriarchate, we seek to foster interreligious dialogue, mutual
respect, and an understanding of coexistence that often eludes the nations of the
world.

As national identities seek to reify themselves around certain characteristics -
religion often chief among them - they cut themselves off from the nature of
diplomacy, embodied here at the State Department. For diplomacy means that one
is willing to look at circumstances from the point of view of another. Thus, it
requires a capacity, a spaciousness, if you will, to place oneself in another’s
condition - to be empathetic, and not only sympathetic. Such aptitude is truly apt
for every aspect of life, for it keeps one honest about one’s own intentions and
motivations.

So where does that leave the purpose of religion in our modern world? In a place
that was not foreseen generations ago.

Today, the significant contribution of the great religious traditions should be to
create fields of mutual respect and understanding. Such realms do not serve
monarchial ambitions, but rather lead populations to manifest democratic forms of
government that are inclusive and are based in the fundamental equality of all
citizens, regardless of their origin.



We, who inhabit the religious spheres of influence, are able to do this because we
have been tempered by the necessities of coexistence. And inasmuch as all the
religions of the world teach the value of every human person, we have been
confronted by the need to practice acceptance over rejection. Wherever you think
you see religion still serving prejudice and hatred, you are not seeing true religion.
You are seeing the manipulation of religious values to serve a kingdom of Man, and
not the Kingdom of God. As all we Christians pray in the only prayer the Lord Jesus
Christ ever taught us: “For Thine - not mine - is the Kingdom....[1]

As Ecumenical Patriarch, being blessed now with more than three decades of
service upon the Throne of Saint Andrew the First Called Apostle, we see most
clearly the mission that religion must serve in the world today. It is a vision of
integration and of cooperation.

Our goal must be to bring the human family together, despite their ethnic,
linguistic, racial, and even religious differences. And we will use the principles of
our Faith to do so.

To embrace others, rather than reject them.
To value others, rather than debase them.
To identify with others, rather than objectify them.

In closing, Mr. Deputy Secretary, as we mentioned before, this year is the
seventeen hundredth anniversary of the First Ecumenical Council of Nicaea. In the
Creed that all Christians hold dear, we affirm that the Son of God is of the “same
essence” as His Father - homoousios.

This affirmation is no mere intellectual reasoning, but the profound truth that
applies to each and every human being, who is equally of the “same essence” as
the Son of God, for He took His humanity from one of our own ... the Blesséd Virgin
Mary.

We know that you are fully aware of these teachings, as you were raised in the
Greek Orthodox Tradition, and your father, John, was a graduate of our Holy Cross
Seminary in Brookline, Massachusetts.

Thus, you share our awareness that the human family is bound together in a
deeper relationship that we might have imagined, and in this spirit, we have the
key to unlock a happy and fulfilling life for every human being.

Therefore, with thankfulness for this gracious evening, and the opportunity to voice
these thoughts, we pray that God will always bless you and all who work for peace



and reconciliation in the world.
May God bless you richly, and may God bless America!

1. Matthew 6:13.

4\

(AR |
\

e |
iy

photo: Nikos Papachristou
Acite emiong:

H a@i&in Touv O1kovpevikoL Matpldpxn oTtnv OLACLYKTOV

Zuvavtnon Touv OlKoLMeEVIKOD Matplapyov pe TOV MPOoedbpo Twv HIMA,

NTovaAvT Tpaumn, otov Asuko Oiko

OwkovueVIKOC MaTprapync mpoc Tpaumn: «EmMiBLWVOLUE Kal oUVEXICOLUME VA

EKTIANPWVOLME TNV ATTOCTOAR MAC» - € Ogpud KAipMa N ouvavTNoN
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To pAvupa ToL OLkouvpevikoU Matpidpxn amdé TNV OvACLYKTOV yla TOV
Apepiknc EATidog@opo

TNTIKEC ava@OPEC OTO AMUEPLKAVIKO Koykpéoo yia Tov OLKOUMEVIKO
NaTpidpyn
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