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225th anniversary of Orthodox missionaries to
Alaska celebrated with Divine Liturgy,
gubernatorlal proclamatlon
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Kodiak, Alaska, September 25, 2019

“On December 21, 1793, Archimandrite Joasaph, along with three priest-monks, a
Hierodeacon, and a lay monk, and a few support personnel left St Petersburg,
Russia to journey over 7,300 miles to the Russian American settlement of Kodiak,
Alaska. It remains the longest missionary journey by any group in recorded history.
The treacherous journey took 293 days, traversing Russia and Siberia by land, and
then a hazardous sea journey by ship to Kodiak. They arrived on September 24,
1794 to begin their work with the native peoples of Alaska, or as the Russians
referred to them, ‘The Americans,”” writes His Eminence Archbishop David of Sitka
and Alaska on the occasion of the 225th anniversary of the arrival of the Valaam
missionaries, including the great St. Herman and the martyred St. Juvenaly, to



Kodiak, Alaska.
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As Abp. David writes, “The heroic work of these handful of men brought about the
spreading of Orthodoxy on this continent... Their only concern was fulfilling the
Great Commission of our Lord in Matthew 28, to make disciples of all nations and
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.”

“This Anniversary is a way of marking the great work of the Valaam Missionaries,
but it is also a way of showing us the path forward,” the Alaska hierarch continues,
calling on his flock to become a “New Valaam” and bring the light of the Gospel of
Jesus Christ to those wallowing in darkness.



“It is now our time, it is our call to be the ones who perpetuate that great
missionary work yet again. In our time, for our people,” Abp. David writes.

The anniversary was also marked with the celebration of the Divine Liturgy at Holy
Resurrection Cathedral in Kodiak yesterday, where St. Herman’s relics lie in repose.

Watch the Beatitudes and Little Entrance from the Liturgy in the video below:
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Governor Michael J. Dunleavy also issued an Executive Proclamation in honor of the
anniversary of the arrival of the missionaries to Alaska. In the proclamation, the
Governor recalls how the Russian-American Company appealed to Empress
Catherine of Russia to send missionaries, which resulted in the missionary group
traveling thousands of miles from Valaam Monastery to Kodiak.

Executive Proclamation

by
Governor Michael J. Dunleavy

WHEREAS, inthe 1 700s, Russian fur traders began working in the Aleutian Islands and created an
establishment on Kodiak Island: and

WHEREAS, as the colony grew the head of the Russian-America Company saw an apprunity for
missionaries 1o join the community and administer 1o the needs of the Russian citizens; and

WHEREAS, at the appeal of the Rissian-American Company, & request was senl fo. Catherine the
Girent, the Czarina of Russin at the time, for the leader of the Russian Orthedox Churchite send
missionanes to Kodiak; and

WHEREAS, after sraveling over 3,000 miles. from their monastery in Valaam, Russia, cight Orthodox
Cheristian Missionaries arnved in' Kodiak on Seprember 24, 1784 and

WHEREAS, today, there are approximately 50,000 members of 1his faith across Alaska; and

WHEREAS. in honer of the 225% anniversary of their amival on/ K odiak Island, we acknowledge the
missionanes who came, and recognize their contributions in Alaskan history.

NOW THEREFORE, 1. Michael J. Dunleavy, GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF ALASKA, do
herely recagnize Seplember 24, 20019 as the:

225 Anniversary of the Arrival of the
Russian Orthodox Missionaries to Alaska

According to the proclamation, there are more than 50,000 Orthodox residents in
Alaska today.

Gov. Dunleavy officially recognizes September 24, 2019, as the “225th Anniversary



’

of the Arrival of the Russian Orthodox Missionaries to Alaska,’
Alaskans to acknowledge this milestone in Alaskan history.
orthochristian.com

and calls upon all



https://orthochristian.com/124171.html

