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OLKOVMEVIKOG MaTpLapxne: Oa BPeOoLME EAALTIELC
EVWTILOV TOL O£00 av 6sv TERBOMAOTE TOUG LEPODVC
XWPOULEC WC XWPOULC LEPOD dLaAdyou
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Oa BpeOolus eAATTEiC VWOV TOU Qg0 av 6V TIMOUUE O €vac
TOV dAAov, OeBOUEVOL TOUG LEPOUGC XWPOUGC WG XWPOUG LEPOD
61aAoyov Tovioe 0 OIKOVUEVIKOC MaTplapxnc K.Kk. BapBoAouaioc
anmé Tn Fevedn Kata TNV KEVTIPIKA OUIAI@ MOV EKPWVNOE OTN
12n Aie6vy Akabnuaikn Zvvavtnon OpBodoiiac Kkai
lovéaiouoD, upe TiTAO “lePOTNTA TOL TOMOUL, IlePOTNTA TOUL
Xwpouv”.
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TNV OMWAld Touv pe Bépa “H lepdéTnTA TOL XWPOL KaL O Siadoyog”, o
MovaylwTaTtog apXLlk& ava@épbnke otn onuoaoia Kot tn B€oAoylkr didoTaon mouv
AQPBAVEL O XPLOTLAVIKOC LePOC TOMOC PE eMIKEVTPO TOV 0pOOBOED XPLOTLAVIKS vad.
“>Tnv 0OpBoboéia, o 1EPOC ywpo¢ Oev elvat dlakoounTtikog. Elvat uta ouoAoyia.
Elvat ua 6riAwon niotng. AMOKQAUOMTEL, UE UVALKA HEOQ, QUTO TMOU TMLOTEVOUUE”,
avépepe o€ onuelo TNG oltAlag Tov.

M{Anoe emniong ywa TNV KOwr €vapuoviopévn PE TNy eBpaikhi mapddoon avtiAnyn
Tou Lepol Témov. “Téoo o lovbaiouéc 6oco kKat o OpBodoéoc XpLoTLaviouog
KaTavooUv OTL 0 O0C OV UEVEL abLAPOPOC OTIC KPAVYEC Tov AaoU Touv. Asv améxel
ané TNV woTtopia. Mag ovvavtd 0O OUYKEKPUUEVEC XPOVIKEC OTLYMEG, Of€
OUYKEKPIUEVOUG TOMOUC, MECOW OUVYKEKPUUEVWY MPOOWNwY. O EPOC XWPOC, KATA
ovveEnela, O6ev elvat anAwc OvuPBoAlkég. Eilvat oxeoltakdg. Znuatobotel TN
ovvavtnon MeTA&V TNG avBpwndTnTAC KAt Tov Ociov”, lne.

Avo@ePOUEVOC 0TN onuUacia Tou LEPOL XWPEOL Kol TOV SLAAOY0 PETAED BLAPOPETIKWY
BpNOKELWY LTMOYPAUPLOE OTL av O LEPOC XwWpog elvat To meEPLBAAAOV TNG
BeavBpwmvng ovvdvtnong, o LEPOG OudAoyog elvat TO TEPLEXOMEVO TNG,
MAPABETOVTAC XAPOKTNPELOTIKE Tmopadelypata amd TNV €lkovoypa@ior Kol TNG
QPXLTEKTOVLKA TNG 0pBOd0ENC mapddoaong.

Kdvovtag avagopd oto ofuepa o Mpokadriuevoc tng OpBodo&iag emeorjuave 6Tl
CoOpe o€ €vav KOOUO KoToKeEpUaTLopévo amd tn Bila, TNV MOAwoN KaBWC Kal TNV
Kakfl xpnon Tng Opnokelog n omola TOAAEC @OPEC  XpPnOlhomoLlE(Tal YL
KATAOTPOPLKOUC OKomoOG. “Ot mapaddosi¢c uac KaAovvtat va O6woovy A
OLaPOPETIKN HapTLpla: OTL 0 O0¢ aylalel TOV XWPO yld va AylACEL TIC AVOPWIIVEC
oxéoelc”, npdobeoe.



“Oa Bpebolue eAAneic evwmov ToL Oeol av Oev TIUOUUE O €vac Tov dAAov,
0eBOUEVOL TOUC LEPOUC XWPOUEC WC XWPEPOLC LEPOD bLaAdyov”, TOVIOE Kal TPOTELVE
OPLOMEVEC OKEWELG €TOL WOTE VA EKTANPWOOLE QLT TNV LIIOXPEWON.

“TIMOVUE KAl OLVAVTAUE O EvaC TOV AAAov OTav:
AKOUUE TIC LOTOPIEC TOUL dAAOUL.
MabBaivouue va BAEMOVUE TNV ELKOVA TOL OO0 OTO MPOOWITO TOU «AAAOUL».

Avayvwpl(Covue TIC MANYEC TNG LOoToplaC WE EALKPIVELR Kal TAMEWOTNTA, XWPELC
wWPQALOTIOLNOELC.

TIUOOUE TOUG LEPOUC XWPOUC TOU AAAoL YwpPIiC va EMOLWKOVUE va TOUC
KUPLAPXOOVUE 1 va TOUG avadlauopeuoovus”, (TE.

“Epyalouacte uall yta tnv mpootaocla TOMwv, Onwc n lepovoaAnu kat ot Aytot
Toémot, mov eivat tepol Kat yta Toug 600 uag, Kabwc Kat yta tn {wrj Twv KOWwoTATwY
UAC - EKKANOLEC, OLVAYWYEC, VEKPOTAPE(R, OTTIA, VOOOKOUE(X KOl OYOAE(a.

Avayvwp(lovtac T LEPOTNTA TOL TOMOU, KAAOUUAOTE va dtapuAa&ovue Oxt UOvo
TIC @QUOLKEC TomoBeoieg, aAAd kat tnv aélonpencia TwWY avOpWNnwyv mMov TIC
Katolkoov. O 1epO¢ ywpoc¢ mapaBialetal Oxt uovo otav BeBnAwvetat €va LEPG,
aAAd kat 6tav ansiAeitatl n aéonpenela Kat n (wr Twv AAAwv”,



npdobeoc.

OAOKANPWYOVTOG TNV OUA{a Tov 0 OLKOLPEVIKOG MaTpldpxng onuelwaoe OTL 0 LEPOC
XWPOG dev elval KATL MOV AMAWC KANPOVOPOOUE. “Elvat KATL mov 6nuULovPYOULE.
KaBe mnpaén o@uAoésviac Onutovpyel 1EpS xwpo. Kabe yeipovouia ogBaocuov
onutovpyel 1epd xwpo. Kabe eiAtkpivric oulATtnon, onw¢ avtn €6wW, dnutovpyel LEpd
Xwpo”.

OAGKANPN N OMtAia oTNV ayyALKH YAWOOQ

Kevtplkl dwtoypagia apyxeiov
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Communiqué of the 12th Academic Consultation Between Judaism and Orthodox
Christianity

Geneva, 7-10 December 2025

The 12th Academic Consultation between Judaism and Orthodox Christianity, convened by the
(IICIC), took place from 7-10 December 2025 (17-20 Kislev 5786) in Geneva, Switzerland. At
the opening, His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew delivered the keynote address.
The consultation — marking nearly half a century of dialogue between the two global faith
communities — was dedicated to the theme, “Sanctity of Place - Sanctity of Space,” and was co-
chaired by His Eminence Elder Metropolitan Emmanuel of Chalcedon and IJCIC Chair Rabbi
Mark Dratch.

In his keynote remarks, the Ecumenical Patriarch said “sacred space is not a museum of beauty.
It is not a lifeless window into the past. It constitutes a moral and spiritual vocation to experience
our faith within the world. It calls us to holiness, to justice, to compassion. The corporeal
experience within the church — from the open naves that resemble ships ready to transport the
faithful, to the postures of prayer — reminds us that worship is not a flight from the world, but a
transformation for the sake of the world... At this point, we find again a strong resonance with
the Jewish tradition. Sacred space is inseparable from moral responsibility... [I]n the eyes of
God, authentic holiness must be expressed through justice and mercy.”

He continued, “Here, in this consultation, we are building sacred space together, as we encounter
one another in a field of learning, trust, and hope. As we continue our dialogue, may we be
strengthened by the witness of our traditions and our spiritual giants, so that we do not withdraw
into isolation, but expand the boundaries of holiness in our world.”

The Ecumenical Patriarch’s address was preceded by introductory remarks by Metropolitan
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one of several IJCIC past chairs in attendance and IJCIC’s primary liaison with Orthodox
Christian partners in preparing for the bilateral consultation. Organizing committee members

Jewish-Orthodox Christian dialogue,” as well as the “patient diplomacy” and “personal warmth”
that “have turned institutional commitment into real friendship.” He said, “Since our earliest
encounters, we have walked a path few could have imagined. We have learned from each other,
spoken with each other, dreamed with each other.”

After his own welcome remarks, Metropolitan Emmanuel presented a tribute celebrating 50
years of Jewish-Orthodox Christian relations, in commemoration of the late Metropolitan
pathbreaking role in enabling the dialogue. He stated: “[W]e find ourselves here, in Geneva. A
place of particular gravity, a space that has been steeped in history and the agony of dialogue,
marking nearly fifty years since this conversation commenced. It is, one might say, a moment
when history encounters theology as an experiential reality that transcends abstract concept.” It

retraced five decades of a rich and meaningful history.

The prior evening, following greetings at an opening dinner by Metropolitan Emmanuel and
IICIC Vice Chair David Michaels, Rev. Azar offered a review of previous consultations between
Jews and Orthodox Christians.



the theme of “Virtual Space,” which were followed by a lively discussion on the challenges
posed by digital culture and social media within both faith traditions.

Michaels, and heard closing remarks after discussing continued efforts to advance and deepen
ties between Jews and Orthodox Christians worldwide.

The first Jewish-Orthodox Christian international academic consultation took place in Lucerne in
1977. Subsequent dialogues were held in Bucharest, Athens, Jerusalem, Thessaloniki and
Vienna. Those meetings explored subjects including law, tradition and community, continuity
and renewal, modernity, peace and justice, religious liberty, global crises and ethical challenges,
the environment, spiritual centers and diasporas, the significance of Jerusalem and navigating
“relations to the world and each other.”

The Geneva consultation included senior representatives of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, the
Patriarchate of Alexandria, the Patriarchate of Jerusalem, the Patriarchate of Romania, the
Patriarchate of Bulgaria, the Patriarchate of Georgia, the Orthodox Church of Cyprus, the
Orthodox Church of Greece, the Orthodox Church of Poland, the Orthodox Church of Albania
and the Orthodox Church of the Czech Lands and Slovakia. Primates from multiple parts of the
world also sent written messages to the assembly. As is customary in the history of the
consultation, the Holy See also sent an observer: His Excellency Archbishop Flavio Pace,

for Religious Relations with the Jews.

IICIC is the recognized representative of the international Jewish community in dialogues with
other major world faith groups. Its constituent organizations include American Jewish

Rabbinical Council of America, Union for Reform Judaism, Union of Orthodox Jewish
Congregations of America, United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism and World Jewish
Congress.

Participants concluded the consultation with deep gratitude for the spirit of fellowship and
mutual respect that had shaped their days together. Their conversations, shared experiences, and
moments of learning created a genuine sense of collaboration and renewed dialogue.



