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Natplapyxec Kot EMKEQAANC TWV EKKANOCLWY TNG
lepovocaARp: MAVLMA Yia Ta XPLOTOOYEVVA ME
EU@acon oTnNVv e1pRvVN

Matplapyeio / Natplapyeio lepoocoADUWY

EVv HéOW TWV OLVEXL(OMEVWVY OLPPAEEWVY TOL MaivovTal OTH
Méon AvaTtoAR Kal TG E00PAVLOTNG CLUHPWVIAC TNG KATATIAVONG
Tov MLPOG otn lMNada, or MNMatTpLapyxec Kal oL EMIKEQAAAC TwvV
XpLoTIaVIKWY EKKANOWWVY TNG lepovcaAlp vmoypappiouvv TNV
avaykn ywa aAAnAeyyon Kai £ipAvn Héoa amd TO QPETIVO KOLVO
MAvLpa TOouG yia TNV £0PTH TWV XPLOTOLYEVVWV.

ZEKLVWVTAC HE oavagopd amd Tnv mpo¢ ERpalovg e€mOTOAR KoL OTO «VEQPOG
HopTOpwY»  (EBpalovg 12:1-2a), ot [Matpudpxe¢ kot ol EmKEQPAAAG Twv
XPLOTLOVIKWY EKKANOWVY TNG lepovoaAiu dnAwvouy OTL MAPAUEVOLY «AKAOVNTOL
0TO va dlaknPOOoOoLY Kal va EMPBERALWVOLY» TO UAVUHA TNG EAMIOAC TOL ATOPPEEL
and tn BnOAgéu. YnevOuuilouv 6tL KoL o€ «mapdpola d0OKOAQ xpdvia» 0 AyyeAOG
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QVAYYELAE OTOUG TOLUEVEG TO XA PHUOCLVO YEYOVOC TNG MNEvvnaong tov OsavBpwnovu.

I6laitepn éupaon divetal oto BeoAoylkd vonua tTnNG EvavOpwnnong, He avagopd
oTov XpLoté o omnolog «ECNOE AvAPETH UOC KOl EVIWOE TOV TIOVO POG», KNPOUOCGOVTAC
METAVOLA, ADTPWON KOL LTTNPETWYTAC «TOLG KATATLECUEVOLG KOL TOLG TIACYOVTEC>.

Avogepduevol OTLC TpéxovoeC eEeAi&elg, xailpeTiCouv TO YeEYOVOC OTL N ekexelpla
EMLTPEMEL OE APKETEC KOWOTNTEC VA YLOPTACOULV TLO €AELOEPA Ta XpPLOTOUYEWVQ,
woToo0 mpoeldonolovy, emkaAolpevol tov Mpoentn lepeuia, yia éooug PLAODY yLa
ELPAVN, evw dev vndpyxel elprivn. ToviCouv dTL, Mapd TN pelwon Twv exBponpaglwy,
«EKATOVTAdEC dvBpwmol ovvex(Couv va okoTwvovtal A va Tpavuatiovtal
ooBapd», Td6ao otouvg Ayioug ToTouG 600 KAl OE YELTOVIKEG XWPEG.

Ol Matpldpxec Kot ot EmKeQaANG Twv XPLOTWOWVIKWY EKKANOWWY TNG lepovoaAnu
dnAwWwvouy O6TL oTEKOVTAL «O€ OAANAEYYON ME OAOLC GOOL LMOPEPOLY» Kol KAAODV
TOUG XPLOTLOWOUC Kol OAOLC TOLG KAAOTPOA{PETOLE AVOPWIIOLE va EMKME(VOLY OTNY
npooevyx Kat otn dpdon umnép plag dikaing prAvng. MapdAAnAa, evbappidvouv
TOUG TOTOUC va AvTAOUVY MVELHOTLKA d0vaun and tov (dlo Tov XpLotd, o0 omoiog
nopovoldleTal WG «n mNyr TG mMoTNG Hac».

To MAVLUA OAOKANPWVETOL HME XPLOTOUYEVVIATIKEG EULXEC TPOC TLC TOTILKEC
KOWOTNTEG Kal TOLG XpPLoTlavolG o€ OA0 TOv KOOMO, yla Yopd& Kal €Lprivn Tov
nnyadel and tnv anelpn aydnn tov Oco0, OnMwC avth EavepWOnKe otn MEvvnon Tov



Kupiov Inoob Xplotol otn BnOAgEp.

AVvaAuTIK@ OAGKANPO TOo MAVLHA TWY MaTPLaPXWVY Kal TWV EMIKEQAARG TWV
XpLoTIavIKWY EKKANCLWY TNG IEPOLOAAAK Y@ TNV €0PTH TWV
XpLoTtouvyévvwy 2025 otnv AyyAlk YAWoOoQ:



+ + PATRIARCHS AND HEADS
+ + OF THE CHURCHES IN JERUSALEM

Christmas Message — 2025

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of wimesses [Greek: martvrdn)], let us also lay
aside every weight and the sin thar clings so closely, and ler us run with perseverance the race thar is
set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith . . . (Hebrews 12:1-2a)

During these continuing times of hardship and strife throughout our region, We, the Patriarchs and
Heads of the Churches in Jerusalem, remain resolute in proclaiming and affirming fo both our
communities and the faithful around the world the message of hope revealed in Christ’s Incamation and
Holy Nativity in Bethlehem more than two millennia ago.

For in similarly difficult times, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared to shepherds of that region,
beseeching them to cast aside their fears. “For behold,” said the angel, *1 bring you good news of a
great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is bom this day in the city of David a Savior, who
15 Christ the Lord™ (Luke 2:10).

It was in kneeling before the manger in that sacred cave that the shepherds first winessed God's
gracious gift of love. They beheld “Immanuel,” “God-with-us” (Matthew 1:23, Isaiah 7:14)—a divine
Savior who “emptied himself, taking on the form of a slave, being born in human likeness” (Philippians
2:7).

In his great compassion for us. the Almighty deigned to take on our flesh and blood: to live among us
and feel our pain; to later preach a message of repentance and God's redemption for all people; and to
serve the downtrodden and afflicted before finally offering up his life on our behalf, that we might be
raised with him to new life through faith in Gods gracious act of love (Romans 6:4; Ephesians 2:6).

While this yvear we rejoice that a ceasefire has allowed many of our communities to more publicly
celebrate the joys of Christmas, we nevertheless pay heed to the Prophet Jeremiah'’s warning against
those saying ““Peace, peace,” when there is no peace” (Jeremiah 6:14). For we are fully aware that,
despite a declared cessation of hostilities, hundreds have continued to be killed or suffer grievous injury.
Many more have experienced violent assaults against themselves, their properties, and their freedoms—
not only in the Holy Land, but also in neighboring countries.

We, the Patriarchs and Heads of the Churches in Jerusalem, following in the example of our Lord in
His Incamation, continue to stand in solidarity with all those who are suffering and downcast, and we
call upon Christians and others of goodwill around the world to persevere in praying and advocating
for a true and just peace in the homeland of our Lord’s bith—and, indeed, throughout the earth.

For those facing these afflictions, we recall from the Epistle to the Hebrews how many of the faithful
over the centuries stood firm in faith through extreme hardships (Hebrews 11) and how Christ himself
serves as the wellspring of our devotion to God (Hebrews 12:1-2a, above). We therefore encourage you
to look to Him for your spiritual strength, even as the larger Body of Christ seeks 1o relieve your
suffering and to strengthen you in your resolve to persevere in the Lord's work.

It is with these many sentiments that we extend our Christmas greetings to our congregations and o
Chrnistians around the world, wishing you and your loved ones the joy and peace that comes from
encountering the boundless love of God made more fully manifest in the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ
in Bethlehem.

—The Patriarchs and Heads of the Churches in Jerusalem







