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1,500-year-old mosaic depicting Jesus feeding 
the 5,000 with five loaves of bread is uncovered 
at a church near the Sea of Galilee

A 1,500-year-old mosaic depicting Jesus’s feeding of the five thousand has been 
unearthed during an excavation of an ancient city near the Sea of Galilee, Daily 
Mail reports.

The discovery of the so-called Burnt Church in Hippos, northern Israel, has 
enthralled archaeologists who have spent the summer combing it for historical 
evidence.

A fire destroyed the fifth-century church in 700AD but the mosaic-paved floor has 
been remarkably preserved throughout the centuries by a layer of ash.

Located in the heart of the Holy Land, Hippos overlooks the Sea of Galilee – also 
known as the Kinneret – where it was once the site of a Greco-Roman city.



Cu siguranță, pot exista explicații diferite pentru descrierile pâinii și peștilor din 
mozaic, dar nu

The mosaic purports to capture one of the miracles referred to in the New 
Testament where Jesus used just five loaves and two fish to feed 5,000 people 
gathered on the banks of the water.

A team from the University of Haifa found the Burnt Church in 2005, but only began 
the dig this summer.

Head archaeologist Dr Michael Eisenburg said: ‘There can certainly be different 
explanations to the descriptions of loaves and fish in the mosaic, but you cannot 
ignore the similarity to the description in the New Testament.

‘For example, from the fact that the New Testament has a description of five loaves 
in a basket or the two fish depicted in the apse, as we find in the mosaic.’

He added that the generally accepted location of the miracle performed by Christ 
may have to be reconsidered in light of the new evidence.
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