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The Metropolis of Sweden Honored the Outgoing 
Ambassador of Greece

Her Excellency Ms. Ekaterini Fountoulaki, Ambassador of Greece to Sweden, 
prayerfully attended the Hierarchical Divine Liturgy celebrated on Sunday, 
September 27, 2026, at Saint George Cathedral in Stockholm.

In a few days, she will complete her distinguished diplomatic tenure in Sweden and 
return to Athens to assume new duties in the particularly critical and sensitive field 
of Greek-Turkish relations.

In his homily, His Eminence Metropolitan Cleopas of Sweden and All Scandinavia 
referred to the Gospel reading for the First Sunday of Luke and to the Lord’s call to 
the Apostle Peter: “Launch out into the deep.”

He emphasized that Christ calls every person to go deeper in faith, prayer, self-
knowledge, and active love, without allowing the disappointments and failures of 
the past to determine the future.



Shortly before the distribution of Holy Communion, His Eminence spoke to the 
Sunday School children in the presence of the congregation about Saint Chariton 
the Confessor, whose memory our Church commemorates on September 28.

The children then presented the Ambassador with a commemorative gift on behalf 
of the local Church as an expression of gratitude and love.

At the conclusion of his homily, His Eminence addressed the outgoing Ambassador 
of Greece with the following words: “It is with particular joy that we welcome today, 
at

Saint George Cathedral in Stockholm, the outgoing Ambassador of Greece to 
Sweden, Her Excellency Ms. Ekaterini Fountoulaki, and warmly thank her for the 
honor of her presence at the Divine Liturgy.

A graduate of the Law School of the University of Athens and a diplomat with a long 
and distinguished career, she served, among other assignments, at the Permanent 
Mission of Greece to the United Nations in New York and as Ambassador of Greece 
to Lebanon before representing our homeland in Sweden.

We express to her our sincere and profound gratitude for the excellent, cordial, and 
fruitful cooperation we enjoyed throughout her tenure here, as well as for her 
unfailing interest in and support for the Holy Metropolis of Sweden and our Greek 
community.

We wholeheartedly congratulate her on the new and important assignment 
entrusted to her in the particularly critical field of Greek-Turkish relations, and we 
wish her health, strength, enlightenment, and every success in her new duties.

May the God of peace bless her efforts, so that she may contribute meaningfully to 
strengthening dialogue, mutual understanding, good-neighborly relations, and the 
peaceful coexistence of the two peoples.”

Following the Divine Liturgy, a reception was held in the Cathedral’s Fellowship Hall 
in honor of Ms. Fountoulaki. His Eminence and His Grace Bishop Bartholomew of 
Elaia presented her with flowers and wished her health, strength, and every 
success in the new and responsible assignment she is undertaking.
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