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The illusion of wealth

But wealth, someone may say, bring honor to those who possess them, and give
them the power to take vengeance on their enemies easily.

Tell me, is this really a reason why riches seem desirable to you and worth striving
for—that they nourish the most dangerous passion in our nature? That they lead
anger on into action, and swell the empty bubbles of ambition, and goad and urge
us into arrogance?

No, these are exactly the reasons why we ought to turn our backs on riches:
because they let dangerous wild beasts into our hearts, depriving us of the real
honor we might receive from everyone. They bring deluded men another honor
that is the opposite of real honor, only painted over with its colors, and persuade
them to imagine that it is the same, though really it only seems the same to the
eye.



Based on Saint John Chrysostom
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