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Montenegrin police beat Serbian Bishop, faithful
protesting adoption of anti-Church law

Despite strong protests from the hierarchs, clergy, monastics, and faithful of the
Serbian Orthodox Church, the majority religion in the country, the Montenegrin
Parliament adopted the anti-Church law “On Freedom of Religion and Belief and the
Legal Status of Religious Communities” on December 26.

Large crowds of Orthodox faithful took to the streets in several cities and towns to
protest the new law, which resulted in the Montenegrin police severely beating His
Grace Bishop Metodije of Diokleia and several faithful with batons, reports the
official website of the Metropolis of Montenegro.

“The bishop and individual believers were knocked to the ground and beaten with
batons and kicked,” the site relates.

“Two worshippers who tried to protect him were also wounded. One suffered a
broken hip and the other a broken collarbone,” the report continues. Both were
admitted to the hospital in the town of Pljevlja.

The incident occurred on the Durdevi¢a Tara Bridge, located at the crossroads


https://mitropolija.com/2019/12/27/policija-nocas-pretukla-episkopa-dioklijskog-metodija/?__cf_chl_jschl_tk__=652a7c0a8cef494547591a9d42f53512f343b91c-1577446382-0-AfU2j4GnlCdPZ0QiCqFnXqUGxx-y5SmulwQhk1Dbgk0ym4CXqo2q-oAmu_TAXl4I88IlFtvS_ssYGjKXMI7z62qDJ_c6qD5Uva4cvIpZ3lvMVC86cKCojQlEpkuCreF97CKhZ5CJ_0_jeFW_CMYzJR_0EH7YdRvytKVp0IP0C4_aZ8Hk652tNeJlMoLeSaTstqS_8RjTxDo8inPQt8Rhd_FeEONdPfv1uDa_90f7FlnhlXehbD8waTMeByWkTxOMfoSk1BeFQ97FOGOaSEd-dhqm7PopAkiF6ii-XbN5U2Hn-ITFCb6_s4sePYQGJvcytTgwc3N40zzykcq5BfFFn549ASrmp6D_blHMpFB6YdAe

between Mojkovac, Zabljak, and Pljevlja.

“This act best confirmed the truth of the words of Prime Minister Markovi¢, who
said in the Assembly that the police should not use force against believers, and
shows what kind of law on religious freedom was being adopted, and how free the
Church and the faithful people are in modern Montenegro,” the Church site reads.

Every parish of the Serbian Church in Montenegro will develop its own committee
to protect churches, monasteries, and shrines of the Serbian Church in the wake of
the adoption of the new law that will allow the Montenegrin government to seize
Church property, His Grace Bishop Joanikije of Budimlja-NikSi¢ told protesters in
Podgorica on December 27.

45 out of 81 Deputies voted in favor of the law. There were no “no” votes or
abstentions, as the police detained all the opposition Deputies, reports TASS.

The ruling coalition rejected all amendments to the bill proposed by the Serbian
Church.

The state favors the miniscule and schismatic “Montenegrin Orthodox Church” and
has subjected the canonical Serbian Church to other forms of persecution,
considering it hostile to the country’s independence.

According to the new law, “All religious buildings that were property of the State of
Montenegro before the loss of its independence and merging into the Kingdom of
Serbs, Croats and Slovenes in 1918, and which subsequently did not become the
property of a religious community in the proper legal way, will be recognised as
state property,” the Secretariat-General of the Montenegrin government earlier
said.

The hierarchs of the Serbian Church understand the law as a means to seize
Serbian property to be handed over to the schismatic “Montenegrin Orthodox
Church.”

— Source: pravmir.com & orthochristian.com
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