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Natp. AVTIOXELOG: “ZAMEPA AKOVW TOUG
Ayyéioug...”

Matplapyeio / Natplapyeio Avtioyeiocg

“To yeyovog tnG Névvnong 6ev ouvvéfn Hovo mpLv and 600 XIALadeg xpovia.
Zpepa, aveEdptnTa amd To MoU Mévw, elpal akdpa o BEON va ovvdedBW PeE TN
BnOAeéu kal Tto ZmAAaLo TNG MEVWACEWCG, XPNOLUOTIOWWVTOC TNV KopPdld Kal To
MUOAO HOL. ZAMEPQ, UMOPW Va avTIANPOW Kat va dw tnv Ayia MNévvnon kot 6yt pévo
va To OwBdow oto EvayyéAlo. ZAuEPA, AKOUW TOLG ayyEAOLG va QwvAlouv”
ovaQEPEL METAED AAAWYV OTO XPLOTOLYEVVLATIKO MAVUMA Tou o [atpldpxng
AvTtioxeiag, K.K. lwdvvnc.

Kot mpooBétel: “O ©ebdc eival evxapltotnuévog, Omov vmdpyxel €privn otn yn. H
ELPAVN TWYV avBpwNwWyY, av 6ev CLVOEETAL PE TNV €Lprjvn Tou B0, slval kKabapn
nAdvn. Ta Xplotolyevva eival mpwtiotws N Huépa touv Kupiov tng Elprivng, mou
elval autd mov xpetdletal avTdC 0 KOOHOC, €V HEOW TWVY CNUEPLVWY KLUPATWY Blog
Kat avatapaxwv. H Ayla M'évvwnon touv Xplotol eivat n ywopth touv Mawdlod Incol
XpLotol. O XpLotdg dev BpriKe 0TN yN MOC KOAVEVA XWPEO TILO LEPG amd Tn UNTPA TNG
Moavaylag kat o evpOdxwWpPo amnd To okoTewd omnAAato. Exel €pBel va KAVEL TO QWG
TOU va AQumeL, va SLaADEL TO OKOTADL KAl va HETATPEMEL TOLG OLPAVOUC OE €vav
€vd0E0o xopsb”.
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“OL mMPooeLXEC MaC orfjuEPa avuywvovTal oTtov KOplo Kol ZwTAPA HOGC, WOTE va
propéoel va edpatwaoel tTnv €privn Tov otnv AvatoAr kKot o€ A0 Tov Kbouo. Ot
MPOCELXEC Mag elval yia Tnv €lpAvn TG Zvpiag, Tn otaBepdtnTa ToL ALtBdvou, Tov
lpdK Kat GAAWY XWPWV TNG AvaToAAG, yia tnv MNaAatotivn Kat TN MPpwTtedoLoA TNG
lepovoaAN, TIOL €XOLV TOPAUE(VEL KoL Ba TTIAPAUEIVOUY OTLC KOAPOLEC MAC LKAVEC va
avTEEOLY OAEC TG KaKkovyieg. Ol mPooeLXEC Hag lval yla TNV emOTPOPn OAWY TWY
anaxfévtwyv. OuL mpooeuvyxéC Mag elvat ywa OAoug Toug TPOOQPULYEC, TOUG
EKTOTLOPEVOLC KAl TOUG AyVOOUUEVOULG”.

“K&Be xpovo, n avBpwmndtnta AaxTopdel ylwa TNV €lpAvn Tou, €TOL 0 XEWHWVAC
nopnyopeitat and tn d{eotaold Touv omnAalov kat amd TN OLAKOGUNON TWV
Xplotovyévwwy. Mapd TG MEPLOTACELG, N avOpwWTvn Kopdld elval €VOTIKTWOWCG
dlatebelpévn va avalntrioel TNV npeeuia kKat tTnv €pnivn. H €privn otn yn €lvat n
BéAnon kot n evyxapiotnon Touv ©co00. H 66&a Ttou ©col oTO LYNAGTEPO onuelo
avTavakAGTaL otnv €lpvn otn yn. Ol dvBpwtol £6w propolv va douvv tn 86Ea Tou
©eoL otov BaBud mov elval oe B€on va atgBavBolv tn Bela €lprivn ota B&ON TOULC
KOl 0Tn ox€on Toug ME AAAOLC avBpwTiovg oTn yn. O O©edg €(de KAAS va €xeL ELprvn
W¢ mapdBbupo yla Toug avBpwTtoug va BAEmovy tn 86Ea Tov”.

“Ze avt TNV Ayla MNévvnon, ot embopieg pag sivat yia kKdBe dvBpwmo va KEveL TNV
Kapdld Touv pla onmnAld yla tov BaolAld tng AbdEacg. MNpooevyxduaoTte, emniong, oTo
veoyévvnto Matdl yla ocag, Ta ayamnuéva pog madld otnv matpida kat oTo
€EWTEPLKG, OTL N €lpAvn Kal N novyxia umnopel va a@bovoly TNV KAPOLA CcOg, TNV
eLpvn mov mpoépxeTal and tov Koplo TG €1privng, otov omolo divovue d6&a Kal
T vy ndvta, AgAv”.

OAG6kANnpo pAvVLpa tov MatpLapyn AvTtioxsiag ota AyyAlkd
To my Brothers, the Hierarchs and Shepherds of the Holy Church of Antioch,
My Beloved Spiritual Children throughout the Apostolic See

“I hear the angels sing today in Bethlehem: “Glory to Him whose good pleasure it
was that peace should come on earth!” (Litya of the Holy Nativity of Christ’s Feast)

Through the words of the Melodist, the Church proclaims the glorious Nativity of
the Lord and the singing of the angels, as occurring “today.” The Nativity event did
not just happen two thousand years ago. Today, no matter where | reside, | am still
able to connect to Bethlehem and its Nativity Cave, using my heart and mind.
Today, | can perceive and behold the Holy Nativity, and not just read about it in the
Gospel. Today, | can hear the angels chanting, “Glory to God in the highest, and on



earth peace, and good will among men.”

God is pleased that there be peace on earth. The peace of people, however, if not
associated with the peace of God, is pure falsehood. Christmas is firstly the Lord’s
Day of Peace, which is what this world longs for, amid the current waves of
violence and unrest.

The Holy Nativity of Christ is the feast of the Child Jesus Christ. Christ has not found
on our earth any place holier than the womb of the Virgin, and more spacious than
the dark cave. He has come to make His light shine, dispelling darkness and
turning the heavens into a glorious dance.

God did not come to save exclusively a particular people. Jesus Christ, Who led by
His Light the Magi from the ends of the earth, calls all humanity to the harbor of
peace, using the voice of conscience and heart.

Each year, humanity yearns for His peace, so winter is comforted by the warmth of
the cave and by the Christmas decoration. Despite all circumstances, the human
heart is instinctively disposed to search for tranquility and peace. The peace on
earth is God’s will and pleasure. God’s glory in the highest is reflected in peace on
earth. The people here are able to see the glory of God to the degree that they are
able to sense the divine peace in their depths and in their relationship with other
people on earth. God saw it good to have peace as a window for humans to behold
His glory.

Even though we, as Antiochian Christians, are firmly rooted in this great East, we
are also far-reaching to the whole world. We are more like the manger of
Bethlehem, which embraced Christ, but its fragrance spread to all domains. We are
from the heart of this East, and from its humble earthly greatness. We did not get
protection from anyone, since our Lord Jesus Christ is the jewel of our crown, and
we know “Him Crucified,” as St. Paul the Apostle says. The Bethlehem manger
accepted the newborn Babe, Whose light has shone to the end of the world. We,
like this manger, received the humble Child, and proclaimed Him to the world,
through the mouths of the Apostles, as Lord, Almighty, Sincere, and Loving. The
manger of Bethlehem received the newborn Babe, and the Church of Antioch, as a
manger of His Gospel, gave His disciples the name of “Christians.” The manger of
Bethlehem knew the Lord in meekness, in the darkness of a cave, and in many
tribulations, but all this did not stand in the way of the Gospel of salvation, whose
Light has filled the entire world. In addition, the Church of Antioch knew the humble
Lord, in many dark stages of history and in much distress, but She endeavored to
preserve for two thousand years Her faithfulness to Jesus Christ, and Her
persistence in spreading the Good News to the ends of the earth. The manger in
Bethlehem embraced Christ two thousand years ago, and brought Him to the



world, and the Church of Antioch, being the cradle of the Christian thought,
embraced the Gospel from the mouths of the Apostles, and spread it to all, as a
tribute to Her Lord and Savior. No worldly power is able to take away from us our
Christian hope and our attachment to our land, where we have lived in fellowship
with all its various entities, despite the difficulties we faced in history. We are
deeply connected to this East in loyalty and faithfulness. We are Christ’s Gospel
implanted in human hearts, long before it was imprinted in books.

Our prayers today are lifted up to our Lord and Savior, that He may establish His
peace in the East and throughout the world. Our prayers are for the peace of Syria,
the stability of Lebanon, Iraq, and other countries of this East, for Palestine and its
capital Jerusalem, which have remained and will remain in our hearts capable of
withstanding all hardships. Our prayers are for the return of all the kidnapped
people, including our brothers, the Bishops of Aleppo, Youhanna Ibrahim and
Boulos Yazigi, whose cause brings much sorrow to each Christian, Muslim, and
citizen of this East, and to every human heart yearning for peace. Our prayers are
for all the refugees, the displaced and missing people. Furthermore, we pray the
Lord Almighty for those who reposed in the Lord in the hope of the Resurrection
and life eternal. Our calls are for the peace and aid of the world.

On this Holy Nativity, our wishes are for each human being to make his or her heart
a cave for the King of Glory. We also pray to the newborn Child for you, our beloved
children of the Antiochian See in the homeland and abroad, that peace and
quietness may abound in your heart, the peace that comes from the Lord of peace,
to Whom we give glory and honor forever, Amen.



