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Saving St. Nicholas

No one has been more disheartened than I have been by the unfortunate fate of 
the St. Nicholas Shrine at Ground Zero, which should have been finished two years 
ago at half the cost of what it will now take to complete it. Everyone who 
contributed to the delays and the ballooning costs – from the incompetent 
managers of the project at the Archdiocese to the slew of lawyers, accountants, 
contractors, suppliers, and designers – bear responsibility for the failure to 
complete the shrine on time and on budget.

But despite the mismanagement and waste, I believe it’s time for all Greek-
Americans to get fully behind St. Nicholas Shrine and to do all we can to finish it. I 
have come to that conclusion for two reasons:

First, it will stand as the premier monument for our people in the United States 
because it is projected to attract some 10 million people every year, twice as many 
as any museum or house worship in the country including the most majestic 
cathedrals. It will tell Americans in brilliant visual images for generations to come 
who we Greeks are, where we came from, what we believe in, and what we have 



achieved in our new found land.

Second, I have examined the backgrounds and proposals of the new team of 
managers who have taken charge of the construction of St. Nicholas Shrine and I 
believe they have the competence, the experience, and the integrity to finish the 
job as fast and as economically as possible.

I feel so strongly that the St. Nicholas Shrine must be completed, and that it will be 
under its new managers, that I have decided for the first time to make a 
contribution myself, something I never did before because I didn’t feel confident 
that those in charge of finishing it had the experience to do the job, no matter how 
good their intentions.

My contribution of $10,000 is modest compared to what some others have given 
because writers don’t get paid like athletes or entrepreneurs. But I congratulate 
those who have made six and seven-figure donations and I urge them to dig 
deeper into their pockets again since the stock market has soared and it’s a new 
tax year. If those who contributed from $100,000 to $5 million would double their 
contributions, two thirds of the funds needed to finish St. Nicholas would be in 
hand. They might be encouraged to do so by a promise to have their names listed 
somewhere in the church.

I also think we should extend fundraising for St. Nicholas to individuals and 
foundations outside our community since the new church will be built on a platform 
25 feet above street level at the end of an open space that will include a non-
denominational center for rest and meditation and the church complex will be a 
shrine that will attract pilgrims of all beliefs from all over America and the world.

I don’t believe parishes should be pressured to fill the financial shortfall needed to 
finish St. Nicholas because many of them are face soaring costs and declining 
congregations. But I think the most prosperous parishes might put aside for St. 
Nicholas a portion of their profits from their Grecian festivals and all parishes could 
hold at least one event – a glendi, a dinner, an auction – for the shrine.

Most of all, I hope we will step up as individuals. We Greek Americans have the 
second highest per capita income of any ethnic group in America and most of us 
have the means to make an individual contribution to complete St. Nicholas, which 
is sure to become a monument to our standing in America.
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