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Napaiveon Moumnéo otnv KvuPBépvnon
Mavpofouvviov yia SitaAoyo pe Tnv Zepf.
0p00660&n EKKAnoia

/ ElkatpdtnTa

O vumoupyoc EZwTeplkwv TWV HIMA, Mdik Mounéo, &evNUHEPWOE TNV
KuBépvnon Touv Mavpofouvviov va EeKIVACEL avolxTtdé Oi1dAoyo HE TN
ZepBLlkl OpO660EN EKKAnoia otn XWPA aLTH OXETIKA HE TO VOMO yla TIG
OpPNOKeVTIKEG EAELOEPieC. YTTEVOULHICOLME OTL N MPOCPATN YNPLOR TOL Ei)XE
MPOKAAECEL €VTOVEG QVTIOPACELC KOl ATMOYONTELON OTOUGC KOATOULG TOUL
Natplapxeiov TG ZepPiag.


/srv/www/orthodoxianewsagency.gr/cat=18

“EvBapplvoupe TNV KLBEpvnon touv MavpoPouviov va EEKLVAOEL €vav avolxTd Kal
dlagpavry dldAoyo pe TN ZepPlkp OpBB6OoEN EkkAnoila yia Tov Noépo mepl
©pnokevTKAC EAcvBeplag kal tnv €papuoyr Tou. OmoladAmoTe mpPoomdbela va
egetaotel TO KOPOC TWV AlTNUATWY WBlokTnolag Ba mpémel va elval aAmMoAOTWC
oOuewvN PE TN vopobeoia tov MavpoBouviov kKat tnv Evpwrnaikh Z0uBaon ylo ta
AvBpwrmiva Alkalwpata », ypdeel o MNMoumnéo ot €MIOTOAN MPOC TOv Ap)LETIOKOTO
EATdo@opo.

Evuxaplotwvtoag Tov Ap)LEM{OKOTO YL TNV EMOTOAN TOu (0 MPOYyevETTEPO XPHVvo),
o MNoumnéo dNAwoe 6Tl pall pe tov Apeptkavd Mpodedpo NTévaAvT Tpdum moteLOLY
akpddavta 6TL OAd TA ATOMA OTOV KOOHO £XOLV TO OKa{wpa va aoKoOv avolyTd
Kal ELpNVIKA tnv Bpnokeia toug.

Eine eniong 6Tl n auepkavikl KuBEpvnon mapakoAolOnoe otevd tn Odadikaoia
vloB€Tnong tTov véuov oto MavpoBouvvio.

“KaTtavoolOue OTL OPLOUEVEC BPNOKEVTIKEG OMAdEC €EEPpaTav TLG avnoux(eC Toug
OXETLKA HE TIC BLaTAEELC TOL VOUOUL OXETIKA PE TNV KLPLOTNTA WBLOKTNO(AG KAl TLG
VOULKEC Bladlkaoleg oTig omoleg Ba avTipeTwnileTal N apeLoBntoduevn WBlokTnola.
Av Kot n KuB€pvnon sivat olyovpn OTL EVOWPATWOE MARPWEG TIC MPOTACELC TNG
yvwuoddétnong tng Emtponic tng Beveti{ag oxeTikd pe To vOuo, ol avtimaAol
vnootnpei{Covv O6TL n KLBEpvnon Touv MavpoBouvviov 6ev Katdpepe va OLeEdyel
OUVEKTIKEC Kol AemtTOUEPE(C BLABOLAEDTELC UE TIC BPNOKEVTIKEG OPYAVWOELG KAl TO
Kowo, onwc npdtewve n Emtponn “, 6Awoe o MNounéo, ekppdlovTtag TNV avnovyia
YLlO TIG «OLVEYE(C EVTAOELG» KAl «UEMOVWUEVEC TIEPLMTTWOELC Blag».
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THE SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON
February 24, 2020

His Eminence
Archbishop Elpidophoros
Chairman of the Assembly

of Canonical Orthodox Bishops
10 East 79th Street
New York, New York 10075

Your Eminence:

Thank you for your letter of January 16 sharing your concerns about Montenegro’s Law on
Freedom of Religion or Belief and the Iegal Status of Religious Communities, which went into
effect in February 2020. As you know, both President T rump and I are firm believers in the
principle that individuals from every place on the globe have an inalienable right to peacefully
and openly practice their faith.

The Department of State has been following very closely the development and passage of
Montenegro’s new religious freedom law. We understand some religious groups in Montenegro
have voiced concerns over the law’s provisions regarding property ownership and the legal
process through which contested ownership will be adjudicated. Although the Government of
Montenegro says it incorporated fully the suggestions given in the Opinion of the Venice
Commission into the law, opponents of the legislation assert that the Montenegrin government
did not carry out inclusive and detailed consultations with religious organizations and the public,
as recommended by that commission. While the protests in Montenegro have been largely
peaceful, we are concerned about the continuing tensions and recent isolated incidents of
violence,

We are encouraging the Government of Montenegro to engage the Serbian Orthodox Church in
an open and transparent dialogue about the law and its implementation. Any effort to consider
the validity of property claims should comply fully with Montenegrin law and the European
Convention on Human Rights.

| want to assure you that America’s commitment to religious freedom will never waver,

Thank you for your dedication and that of the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops in
protecting and promoting religious freedom both in the United States and around the world,

Sincerely, f J
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