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Sunday of Orthodoxy Celebrating Orthodox Unity 
and Diversity

NEW YORK – On March 8, 2020, eleven Orthodox hierarchs from various canonical 
jurisdictions concelebrated the Divine Liturgy on the first Sunday of Lent, also 
known as the “Sunday of Orthodoxy,” at the Archdiocesan Cathedral of the Holy 
Trinity, in New York City.

His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros of America presided over the Divine Liturgy. 
He was joined by: His Grace Bishop Irinej of the Serbian Orthodox Church in North, 
Central and South America; His Grace Bishop Saba of the Georgian Apostolic 
Orthodox Church in North America; His Eminence Metropolitan Alexios of Atlanta; 
His Eminence Metropolitan Antony of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA 
(Ecumenical Patriarchate); His Eminence Metropolitan Savas of Pittsburgh; His 
Eminence Archbishop Daniel of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA 
(Ecumenical Patriarchate); His Grace Bishop Apostolos of Medeia; His Grace Bishop 
Ierotheos of Efkarpia of the Sacred Patriarchal and Stavropegial Orthodox 
Monastery of St. Irene Chrysovalantou (Ecumenical Patriarchate); His Eminence 
Archbishop Michael and His Grace Bishop Alexis of the Orthodox Church in America 
(OCA). His Grace Bishop Alexis also presided over the service of Orthros.



At the conclusion of the service, icons were carried in a procession around the 
Cathedral commemorating the victory of icons, because “he who venerates the 
icon, venerates in it the reality for which it stands” – holiness and the reality of 
deification.

In his sermon, His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros linked the victory of the icons 
with the need for Orthodoxy in America to promote an image of unity and 
communion. The Archbishop said: “Yes, we differ in jurisdiction; we differ in ethnic 
background; we differ in native language; we differ in customs. But the Faith that 
we confess is in the One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church! We believe and 
confess the same Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed. We share in the Same 
Eucharistic Meal – the Mystical Supper of the Lord. And we look forward to the 
Same Glorious Resurrection of our God in His Holy Pascha.”

Several choirs also participated in the services, offering chanting from the Greek, 
Slavonic and Georgian traditions.

To read the Encyclical for the Sunday of Orthodoxy, click here.

To read His Eminence’s sermon, click here.

http://www.assemblyofbishops.org/news/2020/encyclical-sunday-of-orthodoxy-2020
https://www.goarch.org/-/homily-sunday-of-orthodoxy-march-8-2020
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