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Archbishop Elpidophoros Announces the Creation 
of a New Vicariate in the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese

On Monday, March 9, 2020, following approval of the Mother Church of 
Constantinople last November after the request of the Holy Eparchial Synod, His 
Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros, Primate of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of 
America and Exarch of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, announced the creation of the 
Vicariate for the Orthodox Christian Communities of Slavic Tradition.



The new Vicariate will report directly to Archbishop Elpidophoros and at the 
beginning includes hundreds of faithful belonging to the following three Orthodox 
communities: Saint Matrona of Moscow Cathedral of Miami, Saint Nicholas the 
Wonderworker Monastery in North Fort Myers, Florida, and Saint John the 
Forerunner and Baptist Cathedral of Brooklyn. The clergy of the Vicariate are Very 
Rev. Archimandrite Alexander Belya, Very Rev. Archpriest Vasiliy Deyak, Rev. 
Archpriest Oleksandr Belya, Rev. Archpriest Ioann Spasyuk, Rev. Protodeacon 
Rostislav Zadorozhnyy and Rev. Deacon George A. Hero.

Archbishop Elpidophoros has appointed Very Rev. Archimandrite Alexander Belya 
as the first Vicar of the Vicariate.
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