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OL HIMA sykaAoOv Tnv Tovpkia yia XaAkn kat Ayid
ZopLa

/ EnikatpdtnTa

RS TR I S

“To 2019, ot ouvvbrikec OpnokevTikAG eAcvBeplac otnv Touvpkia mapPEPELVAY
QVNOLYNTIKEG, ME TN OLOLWVLON TMEPLOPLOTLKWY KOl TOUPEUPRATIKWY KLBEPVNTIKWY
TIOALTIKWY KOl ONUOVTIKA aOENON TWY MEPLOTATIKWY BaAvOAALOHOD KAl KOWWVLKAG
Blag KOTA TWv BPNOKEVLTIKWY MELOVOTATWY”. Mg auTtd Ta Adyla TEPLYPAPEL TNV
Katdotaon otnv Toupkia n Emttponr Maykdouiag ©pnokevTikAC EAgvBepiag Ttwv
Hvwpévwy MoAttewwv (USCIRF), otnv etfiowa €kBeorl tnG, KAvovtag wWaitepn
ava@opd otnv O©coAoylk ZXOAR TNG XAAKNG OAA& Kal TLG TMPOKANTLKEC OBNAWOELG
Epvtoyadv nepl petatponnc tng Ayiag Zoglag os tlal.

AIABAZTE THN EKOEZH

“TMoAAA poakpoxpdévia CNTAMATA TOL aPOPOLY BPNOKEVTIKOOC XWPEOLE, OTWC N
©e0oA0oYLK ZYXOAN TNC XAAKNG, MAPEUELVOV AALTA. 2ZE QPKETEC TEPLMTWOELC TO
2019, ot BpnokevTkol Kal MOALTIOTIKOL YWpPoL TwWv Apueviwy, Twv Acouplwv Kal
Twv EAAAVWY, OUUMEPIAQUBAVOUEVWY TIOAAWY  VEKPOTAPE(WY, OVTLUETWTILOOV


/srv/www/orthodoxianewsagency.gr/cat=18
https://www.orthodoxianewsagency.gr/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/uscirf2020.pdf

ooBapEC TNULEC N KOATAOTPOPEG - OE OPLOMEVEC TIEPIMTWOELG AOYW QUEAELAG, OAAL
Kal AOyw BavOaAlopod 1} olkodoukwy £pywv mov vrootnpifovtal andé to Kpdtog”
vnoypauuiCeTal otnv €kBean.

USCIRF-RECOMMENDED FOR SPECIAL WATCH LIST

KEY FINDINGS

n 2019, religious freedom conditions in Turkey remained

warrisome, with the perpetuation of restrictive and intrusive gov-

ernmental policies on religious practice and a marked increase
in incidents of vandalism and societal violence against religious
minorities. As in previous years, the government continued to
unduly interfere in the internal affairs of religious communities by
preventing the election of board members for non-Muslim founda-
tions and [ntroducing new limitations on the long-delayed election
of the Armenian Apostolic Church’s patriarch. The Interior Ministry
curtailed the candidacies of certain individuals in the latter election
despite a May 2019 Constitutional Court ruling that prior acts of
such state interference had violated religious freedom. Alevis, the

country's largest religious minority community, remained unable

to gain official recognition for their gathering houses (cemevien)
as places of worship or to exempt their children from compulsory
religious classes, despite European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR)
rulings finding that these policies violated Alevis’ rights.

Religious minarities in Turkey expressed concerns that gov-
ernmental rhetoric and policies contributed to an increasingly
hostile environment and implicitly encouraged acts of societal
aggression and violence. Government officials and politicians
continued to propagate expressions of anti-Semitism and hate
speech, and no progress was made during the year to repeal
Turkey’s blasphemy law or to provide an alternative to manda-

tory military service and permit conscientious objection. Many

longstanding issues concerning religious sites, such as the inability
of the Greek Orthodox community to train clergy at the Halki
Seminary, remained unresolved. In several instances in 2019,
Armenian, Assyrian, and Greek religious and cultural sites, includ-
ing numerous cemeteries, faced severe damage or destruction—in
some cases because of neglect, but also due to vandalism or
state-endorsed construction projects—while Alevi holy sites in the
province of Sivas faced similar threats after the government issued
mining permits for the surrounding area. In August 2019, Turkish
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan attended the foundation-laying
ceremony for a Syriac Orthodaox church in Istanbul, which has been
characterized as the first newly constructed church in the history
of the Turkish republic. However, throughout the year, President
Erdogan called multiple times for the Hagia Sophia, a historic
Greek Orthodox basilica that has held legal status as a museum
since 1935, to be converted back into a mosque. In November
2019, a Turkish higher court also jssued a decision permitting the
Chora (Kariye) Museumn, a former Greek Orthodox church, to be
converted back into a mosque—thereby possibly setting a prece-
dent for the similar conversion of the Hagia Sophia.

Throughout the year, the Turkish government continued to
dismiss, detain, and arrest individuals affiliated with, or accused
of affiliation with, the U.S.-based cleric Fethullah Gilen, for
alleged complicity in a July 2016 coup attempt or invaolvement

in terrorist activity.

H USCIRF emonuaivel emiong 6tL KaBOAN TN OLldpkKela TOL €TOUG, O TOUPKOG
npdedpog Petlén Tayin Epvtoydv €kave Adyoc yla petatporn tnG Ayioag Zoglag
TCapl, “pLag LoToplkAG EAANVIKAG OpBB60ENC ekkKANC(aG oL €XEL VOULKO KABEOTWC
w¢ povoeio and to 1935”

ErunAéov, avagépetal otnv andgacn mov €E£0wae To NoéuBpLo tov 2019, TOLPKLKO
dlkaoTtrplo e€€dwaoe mov emTpémnel TN petatponn o t¢aul Tng Movng tTng Xwpag ,
“BNULOLPYWVTAC £€TOL EVOEXOUEVWEG TTPONYODHEVO YLX TNV MAPOUOLX HETATPOTH TNG
Ayiag Zogilag”.

“Tov lobvio Ttov 2019, o vmovpydc EEwTeplkwv MAlk Mouméo Kot 0 APEPLKAVOC
npEoBng, oapuodlog ywa TG OleBvelc BpnOKELTIKEG eAevBepleg, ZAUOUVEA
MMPAOLVUMOK TIPOETPEYAV TNV TOUPKLKA KLUBEpvnon va avolEel €K véou TO TNV
EAANVIKA OpB0660EN ©coAoylkl ZxoAn Tng XAAKNnG. Tov lavoudpio touv 2020, o
MpéoBnc Mmnpdovvunak Tagidewe otnv Touvpkia ywa va ovvoavtnBel pe TOV
MNatpldpxn BapboAouaio yla va ovlntiosl Béuata OpnokevTIKAG eAgvBepiag”
KaTaAAYEL N €KOEON.

To USCIRF glvat pla aveEdptntn, ovtdTNTA TNG OMOOTOVOLAKAC KLBEPVNONG TWV



HMA mou 86p00nke amnd tov Aebvr) NOuo ywa tn ©pnokevtiky EAcuBepla tov 1998
(IRFA) kal eE€dwoe TNV MPWTN £TOl £€KBEa TOL TOV MdLo Ttov 2000.



