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NIKOLAOS MATAR DOES NOT BELONG TO THE 
PATRIARCHATE OF JERUSALEM

Fr. Nikolaos Matar, Dean Priest of the Holy Church of the Nativity of Theotokos in 
Corona town of the State of California in the U.S.A. continues to falsely claim that 
he acts under the blessing and guidance of the Patriarchate of Jerusalem despite 
the enclosed below Release Letter, which was issued to him since the year 2018 
and was posted to his canonical Ecclesiastical Authority, namely to His Eminence 
Bishop Antonios of Fasiani, in New York.

Protocole Number: 75

To His Eminence

Bishop of Fasiani

Mr. Antonios

Chancelor of the Holy Archdiocese

In New York

Your Eminence,

With much brotherly love I have sent to Your dearly beloved Eminence the Letter 
with protocole number 210/17 on 28th November 2017, regarding the case of 
Priest Nikolaos Matar in Corona of California at the Community of the Nativity of the 



Most Holy Theotokos, who refused to subdue to the spiritual guidance of His 
Eminence the Archbishop of America.

Taking under consideration this case at the Meeting of our Holy and Sacred Synod, 
I dutifully notify you, that our Patriarchate has no relation with the afore mentioned 
Priest since the foundation of its Vicariate in America and up to the present, and we 
have issued a Release Letter to him, as he was canonically ordained by the Church 
of Jerusalem.

I therefore enclose a copy of his Release Letter, I convey the wishes and love of His 
Beatitude, from the All-holy and Life Giving Tomb of the Lord, I remain.

In the Holy City of Jerusalem 9th February, 2018.

With love in Christ,

Aristarchos

Archbishop of Constantina

Geronda Secretary-General

RELEASE LETTER

By this Patriarchal letter, We verify that the Reverend Father Nikolaos Matar, a 
priest of the Patriarchate of Jerusalem, following a resolution of the Holy and 
Sacred Synod that was duly convened on 22 February 2018, has been canonically 
released from the roll of the clergy of the Patriarchate. This release was granted 
without prejudice or as a consequence of any ecclesiastical discipline, and Father 
Nikolaos Matar is free to be received into any canonical Orthodox jurisdiction 
without impediment.

In witness thereof, We have affixed Our seal to this Letter in the Holy City of 
Jerusalem, on the 19th day of March in the year of Our Lord 2018.

THEOPHILOS III

PATRIARCH OF JERUSALEM



The Patriarchate of Jerusalem denounces the exploitation of its name and its 
website and announces it has no relation, cooperation, nor any communication with 
Father Nikolaos Matar, for the information and benefit of the Orthodox 
Congregation in America and elsewhere.
en.jerusalem-patriarchate.info

https://en.jerusalem-patriarchate.info/blog/2020/06/11/nikolaos-matar-does-not-belong-to-the-patriarchate-of-jerusalem/?fbclid=IwAR06EL7dAZJJt0b8rIRVklqTMpbS12oXy55qlS0WLo-MbB5XwnSboviKTxg

