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Turkish intelligence spied on Greeks
pllgrlmaglng to monastery in Pontus

The Turkish government secretly ran surveillance on Greek nationals who visited a
historic Christian Orthodox monastery on Turkey’s Black Sea coastline, according to
the testimony of a former intelligence officer that was revealed on Nordic Monitor.

46-year-old former police intelligence officer, Muhittin Zenit, who worked in
Trapezounta (Tpamnefovvta, Turkish: Trabzon), admitted that during a hearing on
June 20, 2016 at the Istanbul 14th High Criminal Court, Turkey spied on Greek
nationals who visited the region known as Pontus that was historically Greek for
over 2,500 years.

“[Monitoring] Pontus activities are part of our mandate ... for example, tour groups
from Greece that visit the SUmela Monastery”, Zenit said.



SANIK MUHITTIN ZENIT SAVUNMASINDA: Yok efendim. Ayrica
sunu da arz etmek istivorum yen gelmisken. Simdi tabi istihbarat faaliyetleri bilinmedigi igin
hep biwle sanki Trabzon'daki tek gimiz gliclimilz Yasin Hayal ve grubunu takip gibi bir ey
gikiyor. Halbuki ben Trabzon'da ¢ahstfim dinemde yamilmiyorsam iig arkadasuk, evet iig
arkadastik. Neler takip ediyorduk. |-Pontusquluk faaliyetleri kendi ghrev alammiz igine
giriyor, Bumu bimz agayim. Yaz aylannda mesela Yunanistan'dan turist kafileleri gelivor
Stimela Manastinina. Bunlann takibi, herhangi bir faaliyetleri var mi yok mu? 2-Legal siyasi
parti, dernek, sendikalann legal faalivetlen. Basin agiklamas: vieva bu tiir faalivetlen ile ilgili.
Arti 0 dinem mesela Hayat olaylan var, Hayat olaylanimn asil hedefi calhisma alamimiza giren
bu siyasi parti, demek veya gruplan kendi karsilarina ahp Trbzon'da karsithk gikarmak,
Bunlarla ilgili cahsmalanmz var. Sube'nin rutin tahkitat islemleri var. 81 ilde herhangi bir
suga kangmus veya takipte olan sahislann Trabzon niifusuna kayith olanlann bilgileri geliyor,
bunlarla ilgili ¢calismalar var. Yani bununla ilgili var da var, Biz bunlan i kisivle vapivoruz,
Bu devlet vani 100 kisi, 50 kisi, 60 kisi gibi bir sey yok. Dolavisivla sanki isimiz gliclimiiz
buymus gibi alglamyor. Halbukisi hakikaten evet bu konuya ok Gnem verdigimiz zaten F3,
Folenmmizdeki bilgilerden ¢ok agik ve net. Ama surf bu 15 iginde 24 saat bunun takibini
yapamiyorduk efendim.

F::.himmt Ovesi Omer KARAGOL: Simdi 2004 vilinda Trabzon Mcdonalds'in
bombalanmas: eyleminde Yasin Hayal'in yer aldifin kimden ve ne sekilde dgrendiniz. Bunu
da biraz detavlandirabilir misiniz.

SANIK MUHITTIN ZENIT SAVUNMASINDA: Ben efendim o donemde
hatta aksam Ramazan ayiyds, iftardan hemen sonraydi. Arabayla birlikte gorev yaptifim Ozel
Harekatgi bir polis memuru arkadas beni aradi, bilgivi verdi. Hatta vanhs hatrlamiyorsam
Ercan Demir ile birlikte gittik, gdrilstilk. Aymi sahis bizim disimizda vine Terbrle Micadele
birimine de bilgi vermis, oradaki arkadaglanna da bilgi vermisu. Burada Yasin Hayal'in
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Zenit then also revealed that him and other agents of Turkish intelligence ran
surveillance on other Greek tourists.

The Moni Panagias Soumela (Movr Mavayia¢ ZovueAd, Turkish: Simela Manastir)
is a famous monastery built in 386AD during the reign of Byzantine Emperor
Theodosius I.



The monastery was abandoned in 1923 following the Greek Genocide in the Pontus
region that resulted in the extermination of 353,000 Greeks. The surviving
Christian Greeks of Pontus had to depart for Greece during the population
exchange and Turkish President Mustafa Kemal Atatlrk did not allow them to take
any property.

A monk buried the famous icon of the Virgin Mary that was said to have been
painted by Saint Luke under the floor of the monastery’s St. Barbara chapel. A
monk returned to Soumela Monastery in secretly and recovered the icon and took it
to the New Panagia Soumela Monastery in Northern Greece.

The monastery would fall into disrepair as not only looters and vandals destroyed
large parts of it, but a fire started at the abandoned monastery in 1930, leading to
all the wooden parts of the Sumela Monastery being destroyed.

Today the monastery is a tourist attraction with only a few liturgies taking place. It
has become a place of pilgrimage for not only Greeks, but also Russians, who enjoy
the tranquility of the location and the aesthetics of the monastery.



Zenit’'s admission confirms that anti-Greek paranoia was systematically and
deliberately stoked by the Turkish state, which used security and intelligence
agencies in devoting considerable resources to track and spy on visiting Greek
tourists, Nordic Monitor reported.



