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NapéupBaon touv MatpLapyn IEPOCOAVDHWY YIO TNV
Ayla Zo@La

Matplapyeia / Noatplapyeio lepogoADUWY

T ren ZAER\

Tnv avnouvy{a Tov yla TNV MPOWBOOUEVN AAAQYH TOL KABeOTWTOC TNG AYLAC Zo@LdG
and povaoeio oe tCaul ekppdlel ue avakoivwar tou o Matpdpxng lEpocOADUWY K.K.
©edplAoG. H avakoivwan €xeL dnuoatevtel otNV ayyAlk YAWooa.

O Mokapuwtatog Tovifel 6tL N Ayla Zogia €xeL pa wotopia oL eKTe(vETAL TIOAD
niow otn Xplwotiavoolhvn amnd Tov 60 alwva.

“QoTtbo0o, elvat mpo¢ TRV TNG Tovpkiag 4Tl yia oxeddv 100 xpdvia Asttovpyel TNV
Ayla Zopla w¢ povosio mpokelpévou va dlatnproel éva Babud ovdetepdTNTAC OTO
pvnuelo. Q¢ amotéAeoua, GvBpwtol amnd 6Ao tov KOéouo Kat amd k&Be vndBabpo
MTTOPOLVY va amoAa0GOLY TO MVEVUATLKO, APXLTEKTOVIKO Kal LOTOPLKO peyaAelo tng”
avapEpeLl otnv avakoivwor touv o Matpldpxng lepocoADpwyY, MpocbETovtag OTL TO
KaBeoTWCG TOU Hovoelov amEPepe KapPmolG, O TOPE(C Omouv OLaPOPEeTIKE Ba
HIToPo0OE va LTIHPXE MEPALTEPW OLAPAEXN.

“H Ayla Zogila moapapével ofjuepa aOPBoAo avoxnG” TtoviCel Kal KaTtaAfyeLl: “Epelc
w¢ vmevBuvol TNG LEPrG kKAnpovopliag, enl 800 XIALGdec €tn Yxwpilc dlakomn oTnv
lepovoaAnu kot tnv Ayia 'n, €i¢ tnv omolav ol TPEG MovoBeloTKEC OpnoKeleg
avayovv Ttnv apxriv Toug otov Matpudpxn ABpadu kot €xouv {(0eC a&LWOELC,
EMUAPTLPOOUE TO YEYOVOG OTL N MPoofBaciudTnTa MPOAYEL TNV ELPAVN KAl TOV
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opolBaio cefaocud, v N AMOKAELOTIKOTNG MpPodyel TNV £€plda Kal tnv Tmkpia.
Mpooevyxdpeda dLd To 6PeA0C OAWY TWYV AVBPWNWY KAAARG BEAACEWC Kal dld tnv
Touvpkiav w¢ €6voc pe TNV duvaTdTNTA va ennPEATn OAOKANPOV TNV TEPLPEPELAVY
NUWVY TPOC TNV 0086V TNG QLEACEWC KoL TNG apolBaiag ocuvvundpgewg dld Tov
oeBaouol Kal TNG dlaTNPACEWC TOL EMIKPATOOVTOC KaBEOTWTOC TNG Aylag Zoplac”.

AIABAZTE THN ANAKOINQZH ZTA AITAIKA
Statement of His Beatitude Patriarch Theophilos lli
on the Status of the Hagia Sophia Shrine

It is with utmost seriousness that We express Our concern over recent calls from
members of the Turkish government to alter the current status of the Hagia Sophia
from a museum to a mosque.

This magnificent Byzantine Church structure, which captivates the world until
today, has a history stretching even farther back into Christendom than the 6th
century. Over the course of generations, the region and its people have passed
through challenging times that have left painful memories. However, it has been to
Turkey’s credit that for nearly 100 years it has administered the Hagia Sophia as a
museum in order to maintain an extent of neutrality over the site. Subsequently,
people from all over the world and from every background are able to enjoy its
spiritual, architectural, and historical splendor.

Furthermore, museum status, i.e. indiscriminate accessibility, to Hagia Sophia has
bore fruit where there otherwise could have been further contention. Hagia Sophia
today remains a symbol of tolerance. Some may find spiritual refreshment within
its boundaries, others may be inspired by its testament to human accomplishment,
and others may view it through individual prisms of meaning. However, this array
of outcomes does the best possible justice to the site, which without question was
always intended to inspire awe and to glorify Alimighty God.

As stewards of sacred heritage in Jerusalem and the Holy Land, for nearly 2,000
uninterrupted years, in a land over which three Abrahamic faiths lay equal claim,
We strongly attest to the fact that accessibility promotes peace and mutual
respect, whereas attitudes of exclusivity promote conflict and bitterness. We hope
and pray, for the benefit of all people of good will, and for Turkey as a nation with
the potential to influence our entire region down a path of growth and mutual co-
existence, that the present status of the Hagia Sophia is respected and preserved.



THEOPHILOS 1lI
PATRIARCH OF JERUSALEM

‘H 6NAwaolg adtn vrmoypaupilet (drattépwg EAANVIOTI OTL “HUElG WG EumemaTeLPEVOL
KAnpovouiav €mni 800 YALddag £€tn adlakéntwe €ig lepovoaAnu kol tv Aylav Mjv,
el¢c tAv onoilav al tpelc MovobeioTikal Bpnokelatl dvdyouvv TAV ApxAY ALTWVY €i¢ TOV
Natpldpxnv ABpadu kal €xouv (oag GELWOELG, EmpapTLPODUEY TO yeEyovdg OTL N
MPOoRaCIUOTNG Tpodyel THY eipAvny kol TOV d&uolBaiov oeBacudév, v ® N
AMOKAELOTIKOTNG Tpodyel TAV €ptda Kal TAV mikplav.

Mpooevyxdpeda dLd T 6peAoC BAWY TGOV AvBPWNWY KAARG BeAfoewC Kal dld Trv
Toupkiav w¢ &€6vog pé TRV duvatdTNTA VA& ¢nnpedaon OAOKANPOV TAV MEPLPEPELAY
AWV TPOC TV 006v ThAC av&noewc kol TAC auolBaiac cvvundpewc dld TOd
oeBaouod kail TAG dratnpriocwg Tol EnmkpatodvTtog KaBeoT®TOC TAC Ayiag Zoglag.



