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“NMpoon@Bs1a va dLaypa@ei n XPLOTLAVIKA
Kataywyn touv Naoo”

/ EnikatpdtnTa
™,

“H mpoomnddsia va diaypa@ei n apyaia XPLOTLAVIKA KaTtaywynR TNG Ayiag
Zo@iag Kal va HETATPATEL éva TETOLO MVNHEIO IOV AVAKEL 0E OAOKANPO TOV
avOpPwWTIVO TOALTIONO pE TOOO BAvavoco TPOMO €ival akatTavontn, Avmnpn
Kal emikivéuvn” Tovidetalr oto AvakolvwOiév mouv £E£bwoe n EmiTponn
AvTimpoownwy TWv 0p0066Ewv EKKANnCLWY otnv Evpwnaikl Evwon yua
TNV Ayia Zo@ia KalL TNV EMIKEIHEVN METATPOMA TNG O TCaAUi amdé TNV
ToupkikR KLBEpvnon.

MeTaED GAAWY TO AVOKOLWWOEY avaPEPEL XAPAKTNPELOTIKA “Miotedovue akpddavta
- KO, BLUOTLXWC, PoBOuacTE OTL punopel va oupBel - 6TL N aAAayn TNG KaTtdoTtaong
NG Ayiag Zogiac 6a mpokKaAéoel avTLOPAOTELC, AMOYOTEVON KAl AMOyoNTevan Oxl
MOVO OTOLC EKATOMMUPLA XPLOTLAVOUG o€ OA0 TOV KOOMO, aveEdpTnTA QMO TNV
ovopao(a Toug, QaAAd Kot amd OAa aUTd T EKATOMMOPLA QVOPWMWY TIOU
EMOKEMTOVTOL AUTO TO BaVUA APXLTEKTOVIKAC KOl LOTOPLKO UvNUE(O TIOL OTEKETOL
otn 0€on Touv yla oxeddév 1500 xpdvia amd TNV KATOOKELH TOL Kol LTAPEE
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KANPOVOULE CLUVOALKA yLa TNV avBpwndTnTa”.

H Emtponri Asttovpyel and to 2010 KOl OULYKEVTPWVEL TOULC EKTIPOCWTOUG OTLG
BpuEéAAec Touv Owkouvpeviko0d TMatpluapyxeiov TG KwvotovTvoOMoOANg, TOUL
MNatplapxelov tTng Mdéoyag, touv Matplapyeiov TG Pouvpaviag, touv Matplapyeiov
NG BouAyaplag, tng EKkKAnolag tng Kompouv kat tnG EkkAnoiag tng EAAGdac. O
KOpLOG O0TOX0C TNG €lval va dlaTumwoel HME KownR @wvh TG avnoux(ec Kal TLC
MPOOTTIKEG TNG OpBBB0ENC EKKANolag yia B€pata nov oxetiCovtal pe tnv EE.

Evw kataAnyel “Exovtag avtd uvmoéyn, KaAoOPE OAovC auToOC TOL €XOLV KAAN
BEANON va avtdpdoovy 0TNY AMéPOOon TWY TOUPKLKWY apXWV YLo Tn METATPOMNN
™Nn¢ Ayiog Zoglag oe tCapul”.

AwafaoTte To AVaKOLVWOEY:

" Mg BaBud OAlyn ta pEAN tTng CROCEU €poaBav ywa tnv A&veL MPONYOULUUEVOUL
nopaBioon Twv Kavéovwy tng UNESCO mouv éAaBav xwpa otnv Toupkia, agol ol
TOUPKLKEC apXEC amo@dalaay va dAAAEOLY TO KOBEOTWC TOL PVNUE(OL TTAYKOOULAG
KANPOVOULEC TNG Ayiag Zogiag otnv KwvoTtavtivolmoAn, amnd povoeio og éva tCapl.

To ZATNUa €XEL TPOCEAKDOEL TNV TTayKOOULA TIPooox Kot MoAAol - Kal and TG 600
TMAELPEC TOL ATAQVTIKOU - K&Agoav tov Mpdedpo tNG ToupKlkAG AnpokpaTtiag, K.
Petlén Tayinm Epvtoydv, va enaveEeTdoel aLTAV TNV TPOKANTLKA EVEPYELQ TIOL
nopaBLdlel TNV LOTOPLWKA HVAUN Kol TN BOpnokevTikh moAvewvia, Balovtoag éva
ayKA&OL 0To MAELPO TWV EKATOMMLPIWY XPLOTLOVWY O OA0 Tov K6ouo. To Evpwnaikd
KowoBoOAlo €xel avtitaxbel oe pla tétola €EEALEN oTO MapeABov. Tov MapTtio
Touv 2019, oL £VPWPROVAEVTEGC KAAECAV TNV TOUPKIKA KLBEépvnon va
OeBAOTEL MARPWG KAL VA& EKTIANPWOEL TIG VOULKEG TNG LMIOXPEWOCELG YIA TNV
MPOCTACLA TNG MOALTLIOTLIKAG KANPOVOMLAG.

H Ayla Zo¢pla énma&e kaboploTikd poAo oTn dlaudpPwon TNG XPLOTLAVIKAG
AELTOVPYLKAC Tapddooncg. Exel Aettovpyrioel wg KaBedplkdG vadc and to 537 €wg
To 1453, ywa oxeddév xAwa yxpdévia. H Ayila Zogia elval €va aplotoldpynua
QPXLTEKTOVIKAG, TOYKOOUIWG YVWOTO WG €va amd Ta onUavTIKOTEPA Pvnuelo Tou
XPLOTLOVIKOD TOALTIOMOU. H Ayla Zogla, kaB® ‘OAn Tn dldpKEd TWY ALWVWY Kal
OKOUN KOL OTLC MEPEC MOC, uMAPEE MaykOOULa TNy TEPAOTIOG EUMVELONG WG
TMIVELUATIKG, KOAALTEXVIKO KOl OPXLTEKTOVIKO Boaldpa. Avtd OikatoAoyel TNV
attoAdynon tng andgaonc tng UNESCO, to 1985, va tnv ouumeplAdBel otov
KATAAOYO TNG MAYKOOULOG KANPOVOMLAG, WG QPXLTEKTOVIKO apLoToOPynua Tou
AVTEEE TNV KATAOTPOPN, TOGO TNV YUGLKA ACO KAl TNV avOPwWTILVN.

Motebovpe akpddavta - KoL, duoTLXWG, QoBOpacTeE OTL unopel va cvpBel - 6Tl
n aAAayf TNG Katdotaong tTnG Ayiac Zogiac Oa mpokaAéoel avTidpaoeLg,
ATMOYONTELON KAl ATTOYONTELON OXL HOVO OTOUG EKATOHHUPLA XPLOTLAVOUG



g€ OAO TOV KOOMO, aveEdpTNTA anMd TNV ovouacia Toug, aAAd Kat and OAa avTd
T EKOTOUMOPLA OVOPWTWY TIOV EMIOKEMTOVTOL OLTO TO BAVPA APXLTEKTOVIKAC Ko
LOTOPLKO pvnuelo mov oTéKeTOL OTn 6€0n Tou yla oxeddv 1500 ypdvia amd TNV
KQTOOKELH TOL Kot LTIAPEE KANPOVOULA CLUVOALKE yla TNV avBpwndTnTA.

e wo emox Anuokpatiag, AvBpwmvng Aglompémnelag kot Kpdtoug Awkailov,
n mpoomnaddsla va Siaypa@ei n apyaia YXPLOTIAVIKA KaATAywyR TNG Ayiag
Zo@lag Kal va HETATPATIEL Eva TETOLO MVNHEIO IOV AVAKEL 0E OAOKANPO TOV
avOpPWTIVO TMOALTIONO pE TOOO BAvavoo TPOmo eival akatavontn, Avmnpn
Kat emikivéuvvn. EmnAéov, elpaote olyovpol OtL avtd Ba €xeL onNUAVTIKO
avTikTumo OTov ouveXL{OHEVO BLaBpnoKeLTIKO BldAoyo, KABWC TOo pvnuelo €xel
LOXLPG& 0pPaTA Kal adpaATA XPLOTLAVIKA oOUBOAa. O KAVOVIOTIKOC XAPOAKTAPAC TWV
alwv yla TG omolec uvmepaomiCetal n Evpwnaikl Evwon amnottel o otabepn
andvtnon. Ta Oeouikd dpyava tnG EE, kot Wbiwg n Evpwnaiki Emtpond, wg
BEUATOPOAQKEC QLTWY TWVY EVPWTATKWY KOl KABOALKWY 0ELWV KOl WG Qwvh Twv
Evpwnaiwv mMoALTWY, umopolv va dadpapatioovy povadikd poAo otn dwatripnon
TNG TOYKOOMLAG TIOALTLOTIKAGC KANPOVOMULAG, TNG LOTOPLKAGC MVAUNG KoL TOu
BPNOKELTLKOO TAOVPAALOMOD. Z€ TETOLEC OTLYMEG, O ONUOVTLKOG pOAoG tou EldikoD
AmMecTaAMEVOL Yyl TNV Tpowbnon TNG OpnOKELTIKAG €AgvBeplac 1 Twv
nenolbrjoewyv ekTO¢ EE KabloTaTtal oAoéva Kol Lo MPOPAVAG.

‘EXOVTOC auvTO umoyn, KaAODHE OAOLG aVTOUG ToL £xouvv KaAnl 0éAnon va
avTISpAdcouV TNV ATMOPACH TWV TOUPKIKWY APXWV Yyla TN HETATPOTH TNG
Aviac Zo¢@iag oe TCapi.

AlaBaocTte TO AVAKOIVWOEY oTA ayyALKA:

Committee of Representatives of the Orthodox Churches to the European Union
Brussels, 17 July 2020

COMMUNIQUE
ON THE TRANSFORMATION OF HAGIA SOFIA



FROM A MUSEUM TO A MOSQUE

It is with deep grief that the members of CROCEUl learned about the
unprecedented violation of the UNESCO rules that took place in Turkey, after the
Turkish authorities decided to change the status of the world heritage monument
“Hagia Sophia” in Istanbul, from a museum into a mosque.

The issue has attracted global attention and many - on both sides of the Atlantic -
have invited the President of the Turkish Republic, Mr. Recep Tayip Erdogan, to
rethink this provocative action that violates historical memory and religious
pluralism, putting a thorn in the side of millions of Christians all across the globe.
The European Parliament has objected to such a development before. In March
2019 MEPs invited the Turkish government to fully respect and fulfill its legal
obligations to protect cultural heritage.

Hagia Sophia has played a decisive role in the shaping of the Christian liturgical
tradition. It has served as a Cathedral from 537 until 1453, for almost a thousand
years. Hagia Sophia is a masterpiece of architectural genius, globally renowned as
one of the preeminent monuments of Christian civilization worldwide. Hagia
Sophia, throughout the centuries and even in our days, has been a global source of
immense inspiration as a spiritual, artistic and architectural miracle. That proves
the justification of the decision by UNESCO, in 1985, to include it into its world
heritage list, as an architectural masterpiece that has withstood destruction, both
natural and human.

We strongly believe - and unfortunately we fear that it may turn out to be the case
- that the status change of Hagia Sophia will provoke reactions, frustration and
disappointment not only from millions of Christians around the globe, no matter
their denomination, but also from all those millions of people who go to visit this
marvel of architecture and historical monument that has been standing in its place
for almost 1500 years since its construction and has been a legacy for humanity at
large.

In a time of Democracy, Human Dignity and Rule of Law, the effort to erase the
ancient Christian origins of Hagia Sophia and to convert such a monument that
belongs to the entire Human Civilization in such a brutal way is incomprehensible,
deplorable and dangerous. Furthermore, we are sure that this will also have a
significant impact on the ongoing inter- religious dialogue, since the site has
powerful visible and invisible Christian symbols. The normative character of the
values for which the European Union stands demands a firm solidary answer. The
EU institutions, and especially the European Commission, as guardians of these



European and Universal values and as the voice of European citizens, can play a
unique role in preserving the world’s cultural heritage, historical memory and
religious pluralism. It is actually in moments like this that the significant role of the
Special Envoy for the promotion of freedom of religion or belief outside the EU
becomes ever-more obvious.

With that in mind we call upon all those of good will to react to the decision of the
Turkish authorities for the conversion of Hagia Sofia into a mosque.

1. Established in 2010, the Committee of the Representatives of the Orthodox
Churches to the European Institutions (CROCEU) brings together the
representatives in Brussels of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople, the
Patriarchate of Moscow, the Patriarchate of Romania, the Patriarchate of Bulgaria,
the Church of Cyprus and the Church of Greece. Its main goal is to articulate with a
common voice the concerns and the perspectives of the Orthodox Church on EU-
related matters.



