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CLLUA: 3 aBrycta COCTOMTCA OCBALLLeHMe Xpama CB.
Hukonas B N'payHAa-3epo

Ha4yanca obpaTHbIM OTCYeT ONA Ha4vana pador B xpame CBATOro
Hukonas, 3HaMeHUTOM MecTe nokJsioHeHus B NpayHa-3epo Hblo-
Nopka. 3aBTpa, B noHeaesnbHUK 3 aBrycta 2020 ropa, B O4eHb
Ba>XHblU ANA NPaBOCJ/IaBHOM OOLLMHBbI M rpe4yeckou Amvacnopsbl
AMepukKn B UeNIOM, npouaeT OCBsLLEeHUEe XpaMa, KoTopoe
npoBepnetr Apxumenuckon AmMepuku nbnupodop, a TakKxe
onarocnosur paboThbl no 3aBepLUeHUIo CTpouTeJNibCTBa
(uepemoHua npouper B 18:30 no BpeMmeHu peuum corsacHo
odbuuManbLHOU NporpaMMe MeponpusaTuUs).

Ero BbiCOKONPEOCBAWEHCTBO 06paTUACA K BEPYOLWMM B WIOJALCKOM HOMepe
n3gaHna HaumoHanbHoro ManomHuyectBa «St. Nicholas National Shrine Monthly
Update» n npocnT nx nogaep>XaTb YCUIMA MO 3aBEPLLUEHNIO XpaMa.



O,EI,HOBpeMeHHO C 3TUM OH YNMOMWUNHAET N O TPparn4eckKkom cobbiTnn, o npespaLlieHnmn
XpaMa CeaTon COd)I/II/I B Me4eTb, HaloMmHasda, 4TO BAOXHOBEHHaA MPOEKTUNPOBKa
Xpama cBATOoro HmKonasa cesdzaHa C BEJINKUM C060pOM.

«f xoTen 6bl HANOMHUTbL BCEM, YTO BOOXHOBEHHAs MNPOEKTUPOBKa XpamMa CBATOro
Hukonaa cBsisaHa co cBaTon Coduen, Kak 3TO CTAHOBUTCA TMOHATHO MO
BeJINKOJIEMHbIM aKBapeJsibHbIM 3CKM3aM-MNJaHaM, BbIMOJIHEHHLIM APXUTEKTOPOM
CaHTbAro KanaTpaBa», - oTMe4aHT Ero BbICOKOMpPeoCBAWEHCTBO U JobasnseT:
«Oco3HaBas BClO ropeb 1 60/b, KOTOpble BbIN Bbi3BaHbI MOCAeAHUMU COBLITUAMN,
A1 MPOLLY BaC NPUJIOXKUTb BCE€ BO3MOXHbIE YCUAUA ONS TOro, 4ToObl Mbl 3aBepLUnIn
MeCTO HauWOHaJ/IbHOro MaJIoOMHWYecTBa, XpaM CBATOro HuKonas, LOKa3aB TeMm
caMbIM Hally cuiy, rnocnenoBaTesibHOCTb N Bepy. BHe 3aBMCMMOCTU OT TOro, 4TO
npoucxoont co Ceatonm Codumen, 3TOT BeNUMKUA Xpam Bcerpa 6bynetr Hawumm.
[JaBanTe 3aBepLIMM XpMa CBATOro HMKonas, noaTsepamns 3TO».

HepaBHO Apxuenuckon AMepuKknm C ONTUMU3MOM 3asBWUJ, 4TO paboTbl B xpame
ceaToro Hukonas B [payHA-3epo 6yayT 3aBeplueHbl K ceHTabpio 2021 roaa,
oTMeTuMB, 4TO Onarogaps NoXepTBoBaHUAM cobpaHa cyMMa ONns BO30OHOBEHUS
paboT, U MOYTM MOJIHOCTbIO MOKPbLITHI 3aTpaTbl Ha 3aBeplUeHMe CTPoUTEeNbCTBa.
Kpome Toro, nobaBunna oH, CTaHOBUTCSA peasibHOCTbIO MPOBEeAEHME OTKPbLITUA XpPaMa
B 20-10 rO4OBLUMHY Tparmyeckom gatbl 11 ceHTAbpS.
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My Beloved Brothers
and Sisters in Christ,

write to you in these heavy days, when our

precious Hagia Sophia has been seized for
re-conversion to a mosque. | want to remind all
of you that the inspiration for the design of Saint
Nicholas came from Hagia Sophia, as you can see

by the wonderful series of watercolor sketches
made by the architect, Santiago Calatrava.

Deeply moved by the magnificent icon
over the south door in the Vestibule,
which portrays the Emperors
Constantine offering the City and
Justinian offering Hagia Sophia to
the Theotokos and Divine Child, the
architect marvelously morphed the
image of the Holy Mother into the
design of the Church. And to solidify
this connection with Hagia Sophia,
the dome of Saint Nicholas will have
forty ribs, as does the dome of the
Hagia Sophia, a living reminder of the
Great Church for all the world to see.

This artistic connection is also a
spiritual one as well. Even as Hagia
Sophia is manipulated to satisfy
shortsighted exclusionary objectives
of ‘glory’ and dominance, the Saint
Micholas Mational Shrine and Church
will become an open and inclusive

witness of what is best in all human
aspirations for the Divine. For a
thousand years, Hagia Sophia was
the largest edifice - religious or
otherwise - in the world. Saint
Nicholas will be as large, but not
physically. Qur Church at Ground
Zero will be that shining light set

on the lampstand, the manifest city
on the hill (Matthew 5:14,15), that
welcomes dialogue, engagement,
mutual respect, and above all the
Faith of the Gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ, Who is Himself the Holy
Wisdom and Word of God.

Therefore, | implore you all to take
whatever sadness and pain these
recent tragic events have caused
you and those you love, and let

us pour our hearts into finishing
Saint Nicholas National Shrine
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as a testament to our resilience,

our steadfastness, and our faith.

No matter what happens to Hagia
Sophia, the Great Church will always
be ours. Let us make Saint Nicholas
a witness to that. Let us build our
bright city on the hill of martyrdom
where so many of our fellow citizens
perished. And let Saint Nicholas and
its glowing walls remind the world
that the light of the Phanar, of the
Great Church of Christ, will never be
extinguished.

With paternal love
and gratitude in Christ,
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Archbishop Elpidophoros of America




