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Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America – 
Tornado Hits Ionian Village

Ionian Village, the Archdiocese’s summer camp site in the northwestern 
Peloponnese, sustained damage on Monday, October 13, 2020. A tornado ripped 
through the facility, causing most significant damage to the cafeteria (“Trap”) and 
the pool. Several trees behind the cabins were uprooted and launched hundreds of 
feet. No one was on site during the tornado, and no one was injured.

The Archdiocese is currently working with both construction professionals and 
engineers to not only assess the visible damage, but also to further investigate any 
further structural damage. The storm hit the camp about 1 a.m. (6 p.m. EDT).

“We are grateful that no one was injured as the tornado made its way through the 
camp. Our teams, at the Archdiocese and in Greece, are working diligently to 
assess damages and renew the campsite. We are awaiting a full report and cost 
estimate for all damage,” said Fr. Gary Kyriacou, Director of Ionian Village.

In 2016, a large tornado blew through the camp causing over $1M in damages and 
reconstruction. While less significant, Monday’s tornado still caused many damages 
to the camp which are currently being evaluated while insurance claims are being 



submitted. What is clear is that financial assistance for reconstruction will be most 
needed.
For those who have been at camp since 2017 or seen images of the renewed IV, 
they know the beauty and construction of the camp was made possible by 
donations from alumni and supporters of Ionian Village. In a tumultuous year, 
Ionian Village once again asks for assistance from its alumni and supporters. 
Donations can be made through the following link: 
https://www.ionianvillage.org/donate
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