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No Orthodox Churches except Constantinople to
attend enthronement of head of nhew church of
Ukraine - Moscow Patriarchate

None of the world’s Orthodox Churches except for Constantinople will send a
delegation to the enthronement of Yepifaniy Dumenko, the head of Ukraine’'s new
church, the Moscow Patriarchate said.

“None of the world’s local Orthodox Churches has recognized the church recently
created by Ukrainian politicians and Phanar or congratulated its head. No one is
going to send representatives to the ‘enthronement’ of its so-called head on
February 3,” Archpriest Nikolay Balashov, the deputy head of the Synodal
Department for External Church Relations, said at a meeting in Moscow on
Thursday.

Many Orthodox Churches of the world through their Synods and hierarchs have
expressed “deep concern about the current invasion of politics” into church life,
and such interference has also been condemned by the Vatican, he said.

The situation of Orthodox Christians in Ukraine will be the central issue at meetings
between Patriarch Kirill and the leaders of local Churches to be held as part of the



celebrations in Moscow of the 10th anniversary of the Local Assembly and the
election of Patriarch Kirill.

Among the guests of the events will be the head of the Antioch and Serbian
Orthodox Churches, the Church of the Czech Lands and Slovakia, the Orthodox
Church in America, and high-ranking representatives of other local Churches.

“The celebrations will be an opportunity to discuss issues arising not only in
Ukraine, but in the global Orthodox family,” he said.
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