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Newly-discovered underwater ruins point to
Christian past on Turkey’s Black Sea coast

The authorities of Ordu province, in northern Turkey, announced on Monday that
experts from the Bodrum Museum of Underwater Archaeology found the ruins of a
church on the bottom of Lake Gaga, submerged 15 meters below the surface.

The age of these vestiges is yet to be determined. The 15-acre lake is the most
important landmark in the region and is part of a natural protected area.

There is a small islet in the middle of the lake with ruins of a fortress and a church
dating back to the Middle Ages. This and the recent discovery have determined
authorities to register the lake as an archaeological site.

There are many Christian vestiges scattered throughout the Ordu province, on the
southern shore of the Black Sea. They have been abandoned or turned into
museums, art galleries, theatres or mosques.

At the beginning of the 20th century, the region had a sizeable Christian
community. More than half of the inhabitants of Ordu, the Capital city of Ordu



province, were Christians.







Photography by courtesy of Habergazetesi.com.tr (article opening)

basilica.ro


https://basilica.ro/en/newly-discovered-underwater-ruins-point-to-christian-past-on-turkeys-black-sea-coast/

