18/11/2020

Archbishop Makarios’ letter to LaTrobe
University Chancellor John Brumby about the
proposed cancellation of Modern Greek Studies

Archbishop Makarios of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of Australia has joined the
campaign to keep the Modern Greek language alive at La Trobe University, the only
tertiary institution currently offering the language in Victoria.

“While | understand that budgetary concerns have motivated the cancellation, one
can’'t shy away from the fact that the Greek community in Melbourne and, more
widely, in Victoria, is one of the largest Greek-speaking communities of the
diaspora globally,” he wrote. “It is precisely this diaspora of Orthodox faith that the
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of Australia represents and has its duty the
preservation and continuation of Greek language, faith and culture.”

He urged the university’'s management to reconsider the decision to put an end to
the language.

The Archbishop’s voice is one of many which have already objected to the
termination of the Greek language, including a joint statement by Labor MPs.
La Trobe university students’ petition has gathered more than 3,000 signatures



with the goal of reaching 5,000.
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D Chancedlor,

It is with grave regret and concern that 1 write to you upon keaming of the stabed
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inate thie Greek language program. | express my profound disappointment at this
projected course of events and state my utmaost support for the continuation of Greek
language studies at Latrobe. As such, | emphatically urge you io seconsider.

While | understand that budgetary concerns have motivaled the propossd
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Melbourme and, more widely, in Victorla, i one of the largest Greek speaking
communities of the Greek diaspora ghobally. It is precisely this diaspora of Orihodos
faith that the Greek Orthodos Archadiooese of Australia represents and has as its duty
the preservation and contimuation of Greek language. falih and culiure.

1t should be remembered it was the Greek Orthodon. Archadiooese of Austrabia, which
is the largest provider of primary and secondary Greek language education in
Australis, that pioneered the institution of Modern Greek studies at tertiary level in
Vicloria some decades ago. LaTrobe University's Grook programme, the last of its
kind i Victoria, s the fruit of those efforts. If it is terminated, then there will be no
opportunity for students to study Modern Greek at a tertiary level, anywhere in
Victoria.

1 nobe: Further that LaTrobe University is situated within a demographic that contains
one of the largest condentrations of Greek-Australians in Melbourne. A significant
portion of the student population of LaTrobe University is also comprised of Greek-
Australians. The Greek Australian community, especally its members that reside in
your locality, have made an immensely positive impact in all lacets of Victorian
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society. Mone so, the Greek Linguage and culture is important not only o the Gresk
Australian community but Australian society as a whole. It is imperative that this
important commianity langoage can be studied in what constitutes, its natural
environment, so that the University's commitment to culural diversity is not
comproamised.

Any decision presicated upon a perosived lack of enrolments is premature as Groek
language programs at VOE level are in transition and it ks anticipated that this will
metivate childsen of Groek heritage, bit also students of the broader community o
chocse and undertake studies of the Greek language. These changes will be
Implemented by the Vicorian Curricalum and Assessment Authority (VCAA) and
introduced in 2021 for the study of VCE unit 3 and 4 linguages.

I acknowledge that universities Australis-wide are faced with many financial
harddships. The Groek Orthodon Archdioose of Australia urges all levels of Australian
povernments, particularly the Commanwealth Government, to provide suppaort for
the important kegacy, history and continuity of academic leadership offered within La
Trobe University's Greek language programme, The Archdiocese is willing 1o
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view b keeping the Greek language programme viabile.

As Archbishop of the Greek Orthodos Archdioorse of Australia, I affer my bove and
support to all students, their families and members of the broader commamity, who
ane devastabed by this unfortunate proposal madie by La Trobe University.

| eme maore urge you as the Chancellor of La Trobe University to reconsider any
proposal to terminate the Greek Linguage program and | remain,
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