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A wise and peaceful spiritual shepherd -
Patriarch Irinej of Serbia

Message of His Beatitude Daniel, Patriarch of the Romanian Orthodox
Church, at the funerals of Patriarch Irinej of the Serbian Orthodox Church.

Belgrade, 22 November 2020.

Your Eminence Hriszostom,
Metropolitan of Dabar-Bosnia, Locum-tenens to the Patriarch,
Beloved members of the Holy Synod of the Serbian Orthodox Church,

The news of the departure from this world of our beloved brother in Christ Patriarch
Irinej of Serbia, brought sorrow to the hearts of all who knew him and appreciated
his steadfastness in the Orthodox faith and the love and wisdom with which he
served the Serbian Orthodox Church, in particular, and Orthodoxy, in general.

From the moment of his election as Primate of the Serbian Orthodox Church in
2010, the wise Patriarch Irinej understood the times he was living in, in a period of
rapid political and social transformation, not only in Serbia, but throughout Europe
and the world. The way in which he led the Serbian Orthodox Church strengthened



its major role in the life of Serbian society, thus, contributing to the rapprochement
of the Church to the people and the people to the Church. He militated for
preserving and promoting the faith and values of Orthodoxy in a society affected
by secularisation.

Following the prayer of our Lord Jesus Christ “that all may be one” (John 17:21), His
Beatitude Irinej distinguished himself as a defender and supporter of both pan-
Orthodox unity and inter-Christian and inter-religious efforts for dialogue. In this

regard, Patriarch Irinej actively participated in important inter-Orthodox meetings,
including the works of the Holy and Great Synod of the Orthodox Church (Crete,

June 2016) and the meeting of Primates and representatives of the local Orthodox
Churches (Amman, Jordan, February 2020).

In the last days of his earthly life, the words of the Holy Apostle Paul: Now I rejoice
in my sufferings for you, and in my flesh I fulfil the afflictions of Christ, for His body,
which is the Church (Colossians 1:24) acquired a very special, personal
significance, in the context of the pandemic caused by the new coronavirus, which
affected millions of people, including many of the servants of the holy altars.

In these moments of sadness that the Serbian Orthodox Church and the entire
Orthodoxy are going through, the words of our Saviour Jesus Christ encourage and
strengthen us in our hope by His words: the one who believes in Me, even though
he dies, will live (John 11:25). This faith in eternal life is a certainty for us,
Christians, because Christ, the crucified and risen Son of God, conquered death and
passed us from death to life, and gives rest, peace, and light to those who fell
asleep in the faith. Therefore, we pray our Lord Jesus Christ, the High Priest of the
good things to come (Hebrews 9:11), to establish the soul of Patriarch Irinej in the
dwelling place of the saints, where there is no pain, nor sorrow, nor suffering, but
life everlasting.

Together with the hierarchs, clergy and faithful of the Romanian Orthodox Church,
we address to the Holy Synod of the Serbian Orthodox Church, the clergy and the
entire faithful Serbian people, entrusting them of our brotherly love, esteem and
compassion.

May his memory be eternal!

1 Daniel
Patriarch of the Romanian Orthodox Church




Mynap v mupaH nactup - Natpujapx cpncku NocnoauH UpunHej (2010-2020)

Mopyka Hberosor bnaxeHctBa OAHWJEJIA, naTpujapxa PymyHcKe [MpaBocnaBHe
LlpkBe, noBoAOM yrokojewa Hherosaoj CeetocTtn, [laTpujapxa Cpncke
NpaBocnaeHe Lipkee, UpnHej, beorpan, 22 HoBeMbpa 2020.

Bawem BucokonpeocBelUTEHCTBY XpU30CTOMY,
MuTtpononuty abpobocaHckoM n 3aMeHuUKy lMNaTpujapxa,
Bo3sbybsbeHa cabpahkho apxunactupu, YiaHosu CeeTor
Apxunjepejckor Cabopa Cpncke lNpasocnasHe Lipkse,

BecT o0 npenacky v3 oBora cBeTa Hawer BoJbeHOr cabpaTa y XpucTy, MpuHeja,
MaTpujapxa cpnckor, goHesa je Tyry y cpua CBUX KOju Cy MO3HaBaJn U LEeHUIn
HheroBy Henokonebs/bMBOCT y MPaBOCNaBHOj] Bepu, Tako M sbybaB M MygpocT ca
KojoM je cny»xuo, nocebHo, Cpnckoj lNpaBocnaBHoj Lipkeu, anun n lpaBocnaBby
yonuwTe.

Opn TpeHyTKa Kaga je buo usabpaH 3a nornasapa Cpncke [lNpaBocnaBHe LpkBe,
2010. roguHe, myapwu [MaTpunjapx WpuHej je pa3dymeo BpeMe y KOjeM XXUBWU, Yy
nepvofdy 6p3nMx MOMNTUYKNX N OPYWTBEHUX TpaHchopmauunja, He camo y Cpbujn,
Beh n wwupom EBpone m ceeTa. HadyuH Ha Koju je Boamo Cpncky [lMpaBocnaBHY
LipkBY 0jayao je tbeHy Ba)KHY YJI0TY Y XXWUBOTY CPrCKOr ApywTBa, AonpuHocehn Ha
Taj HauymH 36nmxaBawy LlpkBe ca HapoAoM M Hapoda ca Lipkesom. bopuo ce 3a
oYyBame M NpoMouUMjy Bepe v BpedHOCTM MNpaBoCsaB/ba Y APYyWTBY noroheHor
cekyJslapusauunjom.

Cnepektn monmtey lFocnoga Wcyca Xpucta ,4a csu byay jeaHo" (JoeaH 17:21),
Hberosa CeeTocTu lNaTpujapx NpuHej, nctakao ce kao bpaHuiay v npuctanvuya
CBErpaBOC/IaBHOI, aJjin je HaropHO paano v Ha auvjasaory MebyxpulihaHCKoOM u
mebypennrvjckom. C Tum y Be3n, MNaTtpujapx NpuHej je akTUBHO y4eCTBOBaO Ha
Ba)XHMM MehyrnpaBoCiaBHUM cacTaHuuMMa, YKibydyjyku pap CeBetor u Besnuvkor
Cabopa [lpaBocnasHe Lpkee (KpuT, jyH 2016) u cactaHak [lpencTtojatema wu
npenctaBHuKa NMNomecHux MpaBocnaBHux LipkaBa (AmaH, JopaaH, hebpyap 2020).



Y nocneawuMm paHuMa Hberosor 3emMasbCKOr »XMBOTa, peynm CeeTor AnocTona
MNasna: ,Caga ce pagyjeM y CBOjUM CTpafaryiMa 3a Bac Uy CBOM TeJsly [ornymyjemM
OHO LWTO HepgocTaje XpuUCTOBUM MyKaMa 3@ HEroBo TeJlo, Koje je LipkBa“
(KonowaHuma 1, 24) pobune cy 3a hbbera Bpno mocebaH M AMYHM 3Hauaj, Yy
KOHTEKCTY naHaemumje n3assaHe HOBUM KOPOHABMPYCOM, KOjU je Norogno MmMamMoHe
JbY N, YKIbYYUYjyhn U MHOre Cny>Xutesbe CBeTUX oNTapa.

Y 0BMM TpeHyuuMma Tyre Kpo3 Koje nposase Cpncka lNpasocnaBHa Lpkea n ueno
NMpaBocnassbe, Haw Cnacutess WMcyc Xpuctoc oxpabpyje m jada Hawy Haay
pednma: ,Ko Bepyje y MeHe, nako ympe, xuseke" (JosaH 11, 25). OBo BepoBare y
BEYHN >KMBOT, 3a Hac XpuwhaHe, je u3BecHOCT, jep je Xpuctoc, CuH Boxwuju,
pacrneTn M Backpcaum, nobeano CMpT WU NMPeHeo Hac U3 CMPTU Yy XMUBOT, @ OHUMA
KOju Cy YCHYNW y Bepu, gapyje nokoj, mup n Hberosa ceetsoct. CTora ce MOJMMO
Focnoay WNcycy XpucTy, npBocBellTeHUKY byayhux gobapa (JeBpejuma 9, 11), aa
Aywly HosonpecTas/beHor [MaTpujapxa WpuHeja cmecTu ca CcBeTuMa, TaMo rpe
Hema 6onectun, Hu Tyre, H1 y3aaxa, Beh rae je XmBoT beCKOHa4yHM.

3ajegHO Ca apxujepejuma, CBELITEHCTBOM U BepHuuuMa PymyHcke [MpaBocnaBHe
LipkBe, obpakhamo ce CBeToMm Apxujepejckom Cabopy Cpncke lNpaBocnaBHe Lipkse,
CBELUTEHCTBY M YNTAaBOM BEpPHOM HapoAy CpNckoM, noBepaBajyhn cBMMa 6paTcKy
JpybaBs, nowToBakke N caocehame.

Heka My je BeyaH n gobap nomeH!
C mybaBsmy y Nocnopny,

+0aHnunjen,
MaTpujapx PymyHcke lNpaBocnasHe Lipkee!

— basilica.ro
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