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2021: The Year of the Youth

At the annual meeting in October 2020, the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox 
Bishops of the United States of America declared 2021 the Year of the Youth, with 
the intent of augmenting ministry to children, teens, and young adults across the 
country. The yearlong festivities will focus on the youth’s presence and potential 
within the Church by celebrating and enhancing their God-given talents.

The presence of Youth, as full members of the Body of Christ, is essential to the life 
of our communities. The Youth are our present and future. Our hope stems from a 
faith that is not only lived on a daily basis but is passed on from generation to 
generation, ensuring continuity in witnessing Christ’s love in the world.

The presence of Youth in our Church gives us hope and purpose, following the 
words of the Psalmist: “He established a testimony in Jacob, and appointed a law in 
Israel, which He commanded our fathers to teach to their children; that the next 
generation might know them, the children yet unborn, and arise and tell them to 
their children, so that they should set their hope in God, and not forget the works of 
God but keep His commandments…” (Psalm 78:5-7).

The Assembly of Bishops, in collaboration with the Orthodox Youth Directors of 
North America, is planning a variety of exciting events in the coming months. The 



plan includes a series of online events and webinars as well as opportunities for 
youth, youth workers, and parents to witness the faith and celebrate their good 
works in Christ. More details will be made available in the coming weeks and 
months at orthodoxyouth.net and assemblyofbishops.org.
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