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Sumela Monastery welcomes over 123,000 
tourists in 99 days

Sumela Monastery in Trabzon province attracts thousands of visitors during its 
reopening after restoration

Sumela Monastery, located in Turkey’s northwestern Black Sea province of 
Trabzon, was visited by more than 123,000 people in 99 days.

The monastery, one of the most important faith tourism centers of Turkey, was 
closed in 2015 due to a risk of falling rocks from the nearby Karadag Mountain.

After 70% of the restoration work was completed, the monastery was opened to 
the public from July 28 to Nov. 3, 2020.

During this period, it received 123,933 visitors.

Also known as Mother Mary, Sumela Monastery is located on the slope of Karadag 
Mountain in the town of Macka 300 meters above the Altindere Valley and was 
carved out of rocks in a wooded area.

Turkey’s Culture and Tourism Ministry launched a restoration project in February 
2016 for environmental planning, researching and reinforcing the rocks 


