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Sunday of Judgement (Meatfare Sunday)
(Matthew 25:31-46)

The Third Sunday of the Prelenten Period - The Sunday of the Last judgment (Matthew 25:31- 48)
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The Judgment Love Towards Others Meatfare Sunday

Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of Antioch and All the East page wwwantiochpatriarchate.org

On this Sunday, we read the Gospel of Judgment, just as Jesus Christ describes His
Second Coming in the Gospel of Matthew. He compares the humans whom He
created to cattle, because the image of the shepherd is common about God in the
Old Testament, and it is also a common image of priests (see the prophecies of
Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel 34:11).

In the New Testament, Christ likens himself to the Shepherd, knowing that it is also
the Lamb that takes away the sin of the world. Since He suffered for our sake, only
His love can judge the ingratitude of the world.

This gospel on Meatfare Sunday is meant to make us realize the importance of true
love towards others because our neighbor is the Lord Jesus Christ Himself; it is as
we are standing before Him.

One is his own judge; all his actions are revealed plainly before God’s righteous
judgment.

St Jerome (4th century) says: Remember Christ each time you stretch your hand to
give... The true temple of Christ is the believer’'s soul; adorn this, clothe it, offer
gifts to it, welcome Christ in it. What use are walls blazing with jewels when Christ
in His poor Matthew 25:40 is in danger of perishing from hunger?



St Cyprian of Carthage highlights the importance of adhering to Christ with all our
life, says: “But it may be, dearest brethren, that Christ himself is the kingdom of
God, for whose coming we daily ask. For since He is our resurrection since in him
we rise again, so also the kingdom of God may be understood to be himself since it
is in him that we shall reign”.

On this Sunday we stop eating meat (food without blood) to enter little by little the
peaceful condition of the kingdom of God like the first humans before the Fall.
Kontakion for Meatfare Sunday (First Mode)

When Thou comest, O God, upon the earth with glory, the whole world will tremble.
The river of fire will bring men before Thy judgment seat, the books will be opened
and the secrets disclosed. Then deliver me from the unquenchable fire, and count
me worthy to stand on Thy right hand, Judge most righteous.
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