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ROMANIAN CHURCH PREPARING TO CANONIZE
ELDER CLEOPA, FR. DUMITRU STANILOAE, ELDER
GHERASIM (ISCU)
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At its session on February 25, the Holy Synod of the Romanian Orthodox Church
decided to begin the canonization process of a dozen confessors and missionaries
who suffered under Communism, to mark the 140th anniversary of autocephaly
and the 100th anniversary of the establishment of the Patriarchate in 2025.

Yesterday, March 9, when Romania commemorates the political prisoners who
suffered under communism, several of the names being considered for
canonization were publicly announced.

Speaking with the Romanian Church’s Trinitas TV, His Grace Bishop Varlaam of
Ploesti named Elder Cleopa (llie) of Sihastria Monastery, the great theologian Fr.
Dumitru Staniloae, and Elder Gherasim (lscu) of Tismana Monastery as three
confessors of the faith whom the Holy Synod wants to canonize, reports the Basilica
News Agency.

“Most of them professed in Christ in the very difficult times for the Church under
communism,” Bp. Varlaam said of the twelve people under consideration.

The Church, which commemorates those who fought against communism at every
Divine Liturgy, thus participates

Honoring those who suffered and gave their lives under communism, Bp. Varlaam



emphasized: “The fundamental value of this nation is the Christian faith and living
in the spirit of the Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ.”

“Even those who fought against communism for purely political reasons, after
encountering suffering and understanding that the mystery of the Cross contains
the mystery of the Resurrection, knew the crucified and risen Christ and confessed
Him with all their might,” His Grace added.
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