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Saint Photios Greek Orthodox National Shrine 
2021 Drawing Competition Commemorating the 
Fall of Constantinople

In conjunction with the annual commemoration of the Fall of Constantinople, the 
Saint Photios Greek Orthodox National Shrine is proud to announce its inaugural 
Drawing Competition open to children ages 9-12 of the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of America.

The annual commemoration of the Fall of Constantinople is not only a 
remembrance of the fall of the capital of the Roman Empire on May 29, 1453 by 
the Ottomans who finally took the “Queen of Cities” established by Saint 
Constantine the Great some eleven centuries earlier; rather, it is also a celebration 
of Byzantine culture and the Hellenic culture that sprang from this pivotal event in 
world history.

An enduring symbol of the Imperial Capital and of the Orthodox Church is the 
“jewel of the city,” the magnificent Church of the Holy Wisdom, Haghia Sophia. 
Built under the Emperor Justinian I in Constantinople in the 6th century, the “Great 
Church” was the cathedral of the Ecumenical Patriarchate until the Fall of the City 
about 900 years later when it was forcibly changed to a mosque under the 
Ottoman conquerors. After the end of the Ottoman Empire, it was converted into a 
museum at the beginning of the 20th century, though recently converted back to a 
mask under the current leadership of modern Turkey.

Participants will submit drawings of the famous Haghia Sophia, the Church of the 
Holy Wisdom, still a symbol of the vibrant faith, culture and spirit of the Hellenes 



and Ecumenical Patriarchate that continue in Constantinople, modern-day Istanbul, 
Turkey.

ELIGIBILITY
This competition is open to all children ages 9-12 of the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of America. There are no fees for participation.

PRIZE
One grand prize of $250.00.

DUE DATE
All submissions must be received at the Saint Photios National Shrine NO LATER 
THAN Friday, May 14, 2021 via email to: Polexeni Maouris Hillier, Executive Director 
of St. Photios National Shrine at [email protected]. The Winner will be announced 
on May 29, 2021 during the annual Fall of Constantinople Commemoration (virtual) 
of the St. Photios National Shrine. All submissions will become property of the Saint 
Photios National Shrine.

SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS

1. One 2-dimensional drawing of Haghia Sophia, on 8 ½” by 11” paper 
(landscape/horizontal view).

2. The following media (or combination of media) may be used: crayon, marker, 
colored pencil, water color paint.

3. Two high-definition photographs of drawings; one of the drawing itself (alone), 
and one including the artist holding the original drawing.

4. Contact information including artist’s name, age, home address, parish 
affiliation, and parent or guardian’s email address.

sanfran.goarch.org
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