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ZTO EMIKEVTPO N KPLOLUN KATACTAON OTOUG
Ayioug Tomoug

Natpwapyeia / Noatplapyeio lEpoooADUWY

* Tou Nikouv Otkovépov / ope.gr

Ta mpoéoceaTa alpaTNPA yeyovota ota lepoodAvpa KaiL oTnv
Awpida T™nc Nalac PBPéONKAV OTO EMIKEVTPO TNG OLVAVTNONG
Touv MakapwwTtatov Matpiapyxn lePOoCOADHWY K.K. Oco@ilov I’ Me
Tov &161k6 AmneoTtaApévo TnG EvpwnaikAc Evwong ywa TNV
elpnveuvTikl Sadikaocia otn Méon AvatoAnl ZBev Kovmpavg kat
Tov ekmnpoéowno tTNG E.E. otnv MaAaiotivn ZRev Kiovv @ov
Mnobpykovtop®, TV Mépntn 27 Maiov 2021.

OL ekmpdéowtmot tnG E.E. kat n ouvvodela Toug amoteAoluevn and Evpwrnaiovg
dUMAWMATEG Kal mpEoBelg, £€tvuxav BeppAc vmodoxrg and tov MaKapLWTATO TNV
€06pa Touv TMMatplapyeiov, o omoloC TOUC KOAWOOPLOE €K MHEPOLG OAWY TWv


/srv/www/orthodoxianewsagency.gr/cat=11
/srv/www/orthodoxianewsagency.gr/cat=28
http://ope.gr

BPNOKEVTIKWY KOWOTATWY oTtoug Ayloug Témouc.

O MatpldpxnG lePOCOADUWY E€EEPPATE TLC €LXAPLOTIEC TOL Yl TNV emioKkewn, N
omnola mpayuaTonolOnkKe €v HEow TNG Kplowwng kKatdotaong otnv omnola BplokeTal
n nepwoxr. Eniong, ava@épOnke, HETAED AAAWY, OTLG MTANYEG TIOL €XEL TIPOKAAETEL N
navdnuio otoug Ayiovg TOmMouC o€ OLKOVOULKO emimedo, KaOWC Kol ota mPdopaTa
awgatned yeyovota ota lepoogdAvpa kot otnv Awpida tng lacag, ta omola
duoxEpatvav akdun nEPLOCOTEPO TNV KatdoTaon.

MoapdAAnAa, otn ouvvdvtnon oulnTABNnke To BEua TNG av&avdpevng dOvauUNg Kal
EMPPONAC TWV akpaiwv lopanAvwy otolxelwv mov €xouvv WG 0TdX0 TOCO TOULG
XpLoTiavoug Kat 600 Kol TouG MouGOLAUAVOULC.

O MoKoplwTATOC EMOAMOVE OTL N MPovola TWY KANPLWKWY €lval n dtkatoobvn, N
ewpnvn Kot N ag@dAcla otoug Ayiouvg ToOmoug, aAAd To KLPLOTEPO MEANUA €lval n
MPOOTOC(N TWY TOMKWY BPNOKEVTIKWY KOWOTATWV.

EnmumA€ov, aneuBivOnke €KkkAnon yla othplEN and tnv dlebvr) KowdTnTA 0TO NMAQ({CLO0
TWVY TPOOTAOELWY AVTIMETWIILONG TWY akpaiwv lopanAtvwy opddwy Kabwe Kat TNG
ELALKPLVOOUC ouvepyaoiag mov oéBetal Ta dLeBv ynelopaTta KAl TN VOULUOTNTA, UE
OKOTO TNV LMEPACTILON TWV XPLOTIOVWY 0Ta lEpocgdAvua Kat atoug Ayioug Tomoug.




AvaAuTikd, n avaxkoivwon TNG Apxilypappateiac Touv MartpLapyeiov
lIEpOCOADHWY YA TNV CLVAVTNON AVAQPEPEL:

TAV Népmtny, 14"Y/27"Y Matov 2021, #AaBe xWwpav gic 6 Moatplapyeiov MO THY
ailydda tAc A.0.M. 100 Matpdg AUV Kal Matpldpyxov 1epocoADUWY K.K. ©go@iAov
ovvavtnolc Tob K. Sven Koopmans, €idikod AmneotaAuévov TAC ELpwNaikig
Evwoewg 6U Eipnvevtikiv Awadikaociav Méong AvaTtoAfg, MET' EKMPOCWTWY TRV
TOomK®WY EKKANCWv TAC lepovocaAniu, Kovotwdod TAc Ayiag I'Ag, Aovbnpavikic,
AyyAtkavikiG kal AtBlomkAc EkKAnoiag.

Eic tAv ovvdvtnow abdtAv 0 K. Sven Koopmans éE€ppaoe TAV mpdBeoy TAG
EOpwnaikA¢ Evwoew va cuunapaotadf €i¢ Td¢ EkkAnoiag kal €i¢ td mpoBARuaTa
aLTWV Kol ECATNOoE EvnNUEPWOLY EMi TOWV LITAPYXOVTWY TPORANUAEATWY Kal 61 HETA TAC
npoocedtoug £xBponpagiac €ic lepovoaAriu, MNalav kal AAAQC MEPLOXEG.

EOxaplot®v 6 MakaplwTtatog Avéuvnoe TAV ouvepyaoiov TWV EKKANOLOV PHETA TAG
EvpwnaikAc Evwoewg kal 6 trAv énlokeywy Apxny®v tv MpeoBuyeviv EKKANCLOV
el¢c v EvpwnaikAv "Evwoly, 8te kal 1 Edpwnaikl "Evwolg nmpooépepe yopnylav,
dld tAc omolag T NMatplapyelov lepoocoADUWY avryelpe ZxoAnv &i¢c MmplET,
npocBétwyv OtL ovveldnti®n 1 onuoacia tod [MMMpookuvnuatikod KabBsotWTtoC.
QoadTwe¢ 6 MakaplwtatoG £€0eoe TO MPOBANUA THC Mapd akpaiwv PLlOCTINCOTIKWVY
OTOLE(WY TAPAVOUOL EVOLKIAOEWSG TGOV Eevodoxeiwv €i¢ TAY MOANY Tol Aauid,
kKuplag kal CwTtikAg €loddouv am’ aiwvwyv TV XploTtiavy €i¢ tOv Nadv TAC
AvooTtdoewC, WG Kol Td mpoPBAfuata, Td dnuiovpyoldpeva Eni Tod Adgov TAC Ayiog
Zwwv. Eic toug¢ Adyoug TtoUTOUC TOD MakapuwTtdTov cuvnydpnoav ol EKMPOCWTIOL
TV Opaykokav@y, 1. dpaykioko¢ Matdv, TOV AyyAlkavwv, Zef. Emniokormog
Xovadpu Naovu kal Twv AovBnpaviv 2eB. Enlokomnog Acap.

An€dong TG ouvvavTtAcews TaOTNG TPooiABov &ic¢ Té Matplapxelov 6 EMKEPAARC
TA¢ avTunpoownela¢ TAC ELpwnalkA¢ Evwoew¢ e&i¢ Td TlepoodAvua kol ol
EmKeQAAAC TGOV évtadBba AMOOTOAXY KPaTt®v PEAWV TAG EbpwnailkAc Evwoewg
Kal mapovoia TOV WG Avw EKMPOOWNWY TWV EKKANOLWVY, £€yévovto dektol OO TAC
A.O. MakapldtnTtog, L& TAC KATWOL MPOTPWVNCoEWS ADTOD:

Respected Delegates of the European Union in Jerusalem and Ramallah,
Your Beatitudes,

Your Eminences,



Your Graces,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is our joy and privilege to welcome you to the Holy City of Jerusalem and to the
Patriarchate of Jerusalem. On behalf of our fellow Heads of the Churches, please
allow us to express our appreciation for your visit. You come to us at a crucial
moment in the life of the peoples of this region, and we are heartened by your
presence and commitment to our life and well-being.

The Christian community in the Holy Land has enjoyed deep historical connections
and rich relationships with the peoples of Europe for almost two thousand years. In
this place where the Church was revealed in all its fulness, we are mindful of
Europe’s role in the development of Christian faith and culture. The centuries-long
partnerships between leaders of Europe and the Holy Land have enabled the
mission of the Gospel to reach every country and continent.

Equally for centuries pilgrims have come here to be refreshed at the Holy Places,
which are oases of spiritual renewal for all who visit them. When restrictions have
been lifted and travel is possible, we look forward to welcoming many thousands of
European visitors to Jerusalem once more.

As in every corner of the world, the last months have been extremely challenging
for us in the Holy Land. Because of the pandemic, our Churches and Holy sites have
suffered significant restrictions and prolonged closure. We have been unable to
share hospitality with pilgrims and tourists from around the world and our own
communities have suffered significant hardship and deprivation. While covid-19 has
radically diminished our economic resources, we have continued to try to meet the
great spiritual, physical, educational, and financial needs of our local communities
by God’s grace.

After this period of prolonged hardship, the conflicts of recent weeks in the Holy
Land have proven extremely difficult and devastating. The violent outbreaks have
served only to deepen the problems that the pandemic has caused. For many in
our communities, a crisis has become a catastrophe.

Over the last weeks, the never-ending news cycle has brought global attention to
our local suffering. Despite all this coverage, the true beginning of this most recent
conflict remains largely untold. These tragic events are the direct result of years of
the growth of extremist ideologies and attacks by a growing number of radical
groups which have gone unchecked and unpunished. These radical groups are



intent on driving out Christians, Muslims, and even some of the Jewish groups, for
the Holy City of Jerusalem, and other communities of our region.

The attacks range from verbal abuse to physical attacks against clergy and
worshippers as we go about our daily business to the frequent desecration of
Church property and Holy Sites. Just in the last few days, we have seen the vicious
assault of two Armenian clergy right outside their monastery in the Armenian
Quarter and an intrusion into our School on Mount Sion by radicals. Sadly, and
worryingly, these kinds of incidents are no longer exceptions; they are a regular
part of our life. And it is intolerable.

As spiritual leaders, we have no desire to enter into politics, nor make political
statements. Our only concern is the safety and continuing flourishing of the
Christian community in Jerusalem and the Holy Land. As Churches, we have stood
strong and united in the face of ongoing violence and vandalism. But the situation
has changed significantly. We are simply dealing with harassment and could
manage this. But the stakes are now too high. For we are face to face with radical
groups which seek and are working systematically for our eviction from the Holy
City, whether by the threat to seize Church properties, and especially Jaffa Gate -
which is the entrance to the Christian Quarter and the pilgrimage route to the Holy
Sepulchre - or in Sheikh Jarrah - where attempts to forcefully displace local citizens
in recent days erupted into the violence that we have seen on our TV screens.

The Christian presence in the Holy City and in the Holy Land is vital for the well-
being and integrity of this region. For centuries we have inhabited a multi-cultural,
multi-ethnic, multi-religious landscape that has given this region its unique
character as the land of the divine-human encounter. And while all the three
Abrahamic faiths have Holy Sites here, it is the Christian Holy Sites that guarantee
a truly universal welcome to all people of goodwill without distinction. This unique
character is now under serious threat as never before.

The Churches and Christian communities of the Holy Land remain firmly
committed, even in the face of unprecedented opposition and attack, to act as
peacemakers and to carry out our spiritual mission. Furthermore, we will continue
to welcome to the Holy Sites all who come here on pilgrimage.



However, we cannot resist the growing challenge to our very existence from radical
groups alone. We need our partners in the international community, and especially
our traditional friends and allies in Europe to do this, and through you, we call on
the leaders of Europe to a robust defence of the Christian presence in the Holy
Land against those who would work to undo our life here.

MAY God grant success to your mission. Through you, we seek to extend and renew
these European partnerships. We look forward to working together, with the
conviction that, with your support, we can continue to enable peoples of all faiths
to thrive together in our beloved Holy Land.

Thank you.

Eic tAv mpoopwvnaowy tadtnv amivtnoov ol AlMAwpaTikol EKnmpdowTtiol AEYOVTEC,
8Tt ol EkkAnolot €ic tv Ayiav v elvat f &yyonowc & thAv dSlatripnowv tod
Mpookuvnuatikod Kabeot®Wto¢ TAC JlepovoaAiu w¢ Ayilag MOAewc TOV TPELWOV
HOVOBEloTIKOY Bpnokel@v kal f &yyonolc o6& TtAv eipnvuikAv ouvomap&ly TV
MoOTOV TV EKKANCLWOVY adT®v, é€v oefaocu® mpodc Td OpnokevTikd oeBdopata
aLTWVY, CLHPWVWG T KpaTtodvtl KabBeot®tl Kal €E€ppace TAV dldBeov adT@Y va
BonBricouv AvBPWMOTIKWG TOOC MANYEVTOC TIPOCPATWG €iG MAlav.

Eldikwtepov amAvtnoev 0 EmnikeaAfg TAC avtumpoowtnelac TAC ELPpWMAIKAG
Evwoewc €ic lepoodAvpa K. Sven Kithn von Burgsdorff kal einev 8Tt &né vedtnToC
aLToD yvwpiCel 16 BpnoKeLTIKOY DMOBABPOV PLAOVIKLOV €i¢ TAV MEonv AvaToArv
Kal dLeBvic kal Ttév pdAov, TOV Omolov dOvavtal va &xouv ol BpnokevTikol
MaPAYOVTEC €iC TAV KaTanmpdivolv Kol TAv EniAvoy adTWV.

Enl th eO0kapla TadTn 6 MOKAPLWTOATOG QATEVELUEY €IC EKOOTOV TWV METEXOVTWVY
el¢ tAv ovvdvinow TAC lepocoAvuttikdc A0OTOD eOAoyiog kal TtO BiBAlov TOD
pHokaplotoDd Twavvou TARA “I am Jerusalem”.

A&iTe TO OXETIKO MAODOLO PWTOYPAPLKO LALKO:
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