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ST. PETERSBURG BLESSED FROM ABOVE WITH 
CITY’S MOST BELOVED SAINTS

His Eminence Metropolitan Barsanuphius of St. Petersburg took to the skies 
yesterday to bless the city as it continues to battle the coronavirus epidemic. New 
cases have been on the rise again since early this month.

The hierarch and accompanying clergy flew over the city in a helicopter with icons 
of Christ the Savior, and of Sts. Alexander Nevsky, St. Ksenia of St. Petersburg, and 
St. John of Kronstadt, whose relics are major pilgrimage points in St. Petersburg, 
reports the Metropolis of St. Petersburg.



They flew three times over the borders of the city singing a moleben of 
thanksgiving to our Lord Jesus Christ and the Akathists to Sweetest Jesus and the 
Most Holy Theotokos.
His Eminence also offered prayers for deliverance from the epidemic.

His Beatitude Metropolitan Onuphry of Kiev and All Ukraine blessed Ukraine in a 
flight from Kiev to Chernivtsi last March, and His Eminence Metropolitan Pavel of 
Minsk also blessed his city from above.
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