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Patriarch Porfirije: We also see Albanians as our 
brothers with whom we can be together

On June 28, 2021, on Saint Vitus Day, in the monastery of Gracanica, His Holiness 
Porfirije, Serbian Patriarch, said that every time he comes to Kosovo and Metohija, 
he has a feeling that he has returned to his home, and that every absence from 
Kosovo is separation from God and brothers.

“Every time we come to this land, we deeply know that we have returned to our 
homeland. This holy Gracanica testifies to that, Decani, the Pec Patriarchate and 
the Mother of God of Ljevis testify. So many shrines testify that this is our home. 
We also see the Albanian brothers as our brothers. I am sure that we can not only 
understand each other but also live together, grow and build. “Let us not be taught 
peace and community by those who sow discord among people, and have only 
some foreign distant earthly interests,” the Patriarch said during the Hierarchal 
Liturgy served on the occasion of Saint Vitus Day.

“Kosovo and Metohija is the land where we were born, born for Christ and, of 
course, gained a lot of what others can’t or won’t understand. Gracanica and the 
holy sites we have listed are the world cultural heritage, but, brothers and sisters, 
the world as such does not exist if it does not have its own name and surname. Our 
names and surnames are Gracanica and Pec Patriarchate, Holy Mother of God of 
Ljevis, Kosovo and Metohija. Our name and surname are our Orthodox Church “, 



Patriarch Porfirije said.

“They are the pearls in the world’s cultural heritage, but they are primarily the 
heritage of our fathers, the heritage of the Serbs and Orthodoxy. That should not 
bother anyone, because everyone has their own heritage, culture, everyone prays 
to God in some way. Differences should not be a cause for conflict and separation. 
Differences are just gifts, and the word gift means that it is something we received 
in order to multiply it and give ourselves to others. Gracanica is our eye, our ears, 
our heart. That is what Prince Lazar decided on Saint Vitus Day. He chose faith in 
Christ, not the dinner. And that is why when they tell us: `Give up Gracanica, give 
up Kosovo and Metohija`, well, gentlemen, would you allow them to take out your 
eye, to cut off your ears, to rip out your heart? We know you wouldn’t agree. It is a 
battle for essential freedom, “the Patriarch underlined.
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