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The Ecumenical Patriarch’s message on the 
opening of Holy and Great Lent

“The Orthodox ascetical ethos does not know division and dualism; it does not 
reject life, but rather transforms it,” Archbishop of Constantinople-New Rome and 
Ecumenical Patriarch, His All Holiness Bartholomew I, stressed in a catechetical 
homily on opening of Holy and Great Lent. The address is to be read out in 
Orthodox Churches on Sunday, March 10, immediately after the reading of the Holy 
Gospel.

The Ecumenical Patriarch’s entire address can be viewed on the Patriarchate’s 
official website:

https://www.patriarchate.org/-/catechetical-homily-at-the-opening-of-holy-and-
great-lent-2019
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