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O Mpodedpoc Tov lopanRA otov €v lopdavn TéMoO
Tou BamTiopaTog

Matplapyeio / Natplapyeio lepoogoAbUwWY
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Tov Llepd téMo Tov Bantiopatog otov lopddvn Motaud emokEPOnKe o MPdedpoC Tov
lopaiA, ocuvodevduevog amd KLBEPVNTIKOOG EKMPOOWMOLS. XTNv lepd Movr Tou
Twuiov Mpodpduov Tov vMOdEXONKE n A.O.N. o Matpudpxng lEPOCOADPWY K.K.
©ed@lAo¢ o0 omoloG Tov KAAWOOPLOE KAl Tov evyxaploTnoe yla tn BoRdeld Tov oTNV

dlapdpewaon TG LEPAC ALTAG TEPLOXMG.

Ekave Olaitepn avagopd otov otpatd TOL lopanA Touv BonBnoe wWOTE va
KaBaplotel o XwWpo¢ amd TIC VAPKEC, OAAA KOl OTn OULVELOPOPE TOL OTNV
anokatdotaon tTnGg Movgc Ttouv Ayiov lwdvvn ToOL BamTloTh, KABLOTWVTAC TN
AELTOLPYLKA, ac@aAr} Kot TPoaBa&aotun Eavd petd and toéoa xpovia . “Elpacte enlong
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EVYVWMOVEG Yyl Tn PonBewa mov 660nke o€ OAeC TG KOWOTNTEG TIOU
EKTTPOOWTIOVVTOL EO6W YL va UIMOPECOLY va avolEouy €K VEOL TO MAPEKKAAOLA TOULG ,
€TOoL WoTe OAoL va £xouv MpdaBacn o€ avTOV Tov LEPd TOTO €0KOAQ XWPI(C Kivduvo”
LTIOYPA&ULOE.

H avakoivwon tov Matplapyeiov lepocOADHWY

TAv npopeonuBpviv Wpav thc Tpitng, 6n¢/19nc Maptiov 2019, 6 Mpdedpog Tod
Kpdtoug Ttob lopanA k. Reuven Rivlin, cuvodevdpevoc vMé Tob Yrovpyod Regional
Cooperation k. TCakn Xoavéykumn, To0 K. ToakoOum ZaAdue kal tod K. ZeCdp
Maptlie tod ‘Yrnovpyelov ©pnokevpdtwy Tod lopaniA kal OO TOV ZTPATIWTIKWV
lopanAw®v Apx®v Thc meploxic K. Tpdv kal k. K&vl, éneokE@On toév témov tod
Bantiopatog tod Kupilov €ic tov lopddvnv motapdv kKal AKOAOLOWC TAC MEPLE
Tto0tov 0mé Tobd Halo Trust kal Tod lopanAwod otpatod amovapkoBeTNUEVAC
idloktnolag TV povaotnpiwv TV XploTlavik®v EkkAnow@v kol TtAV mAnoiov
Tto0TouL lepdv MovAv Ttod Twulov Mpodpduov, cvvtnpenBeloav kal dvakailviobeioav
npooc@dTwc OO Tob Matplapxeiov €k TV POOPKVYV TOD TMOAEUOL TGOV EE AuEPOV TOD
g€toug 1967.

Eic tfv MovAv Ttaldtnv 0medéxOn toév Mpdedpov n A.©6.M. 6 MatAp AUEVY Kal
Natpldpxng 1€pOCOADUWY K.K. Oed@LAoC OUoD HETE TWV ApXNYWv TWV AAAWY
EKKANOLOVY TOV TepocoAVuwy kal tod fpyovpévouv Apxiuavdpitouv m. BapboAouaiov
Kal mpooe@wvnaoev ADTOV L& TAC KATWOL Mpoopwvroewg ADTOD dyyAloT(:

«Your Excellency Mr. President,

Distinguished Members of the Government,
Respected Officers of the Israeli Defense Forces,
Beloved Fellow Heads of the Churches,

Ladies and Gentlemen

On behalf of the Heads of the Churches and Christian Communities of the Holy
Land, we welcome you, Mr. President, an all those gathered here, to this special
place of Qasr el Yahud, as we mark the official re-opening of this holy site.

We wish to take this opportunity to express our deep gratitude to you Mr.
President, for the consistent personal commitment that you have shown to the
multi-cultural, multi-ethnic, and multi-religious character of Jerusalem and the Holy
Land, as well as to the lengthy and complicated project of clearing this area of
mines. Without your support, this project would not have been completed so soon



and so efficiently.

We wish also to thank the military authorities for their co-operation and help in the
clearing of the mines, in the restoration of the Monastery of St. John the Baptist,
and in making it functional, safe, and accessible again after so many years. We are
grateful also for the help that has been given to all the communities represented
here to be able to re-open their chapels in this area, so that all may have access to
this holy site easily without risk.

We also acknowledge that hard work, help and support of the international
community in these efforts, especially the Halo Trust.

Because this site draws pilgrims from around the world and from across all
traditions of faith, we consider this place to be especially conducive to promoting
peaceful co-existence between our peoples of the Abrahamic traditions. So this
event today is significant in the message that it sends about the spiritual meaning
of this place for all people of good will, both at our local level here in the Holy Land,
as well as around the world. For this site is truly an ecumenical destination that
signifies to us all that we share a common human identity and a common destiny.

As we mark the achievement of the clearing of the mines from this area, and the
renovation of the buildings and the re-opening of access for pilgrims, once again,
Mr. President, we thank you, and all those gathered here, who have helped to make
this possible.

God bless every effort to build peace and reconciliation among us, and may God
bless all the peoples of our beloved Holy Land.

Thank you».

O 6€ Mpdedpog K. Rivlin vrmeypdupioe triv onuacioav Tod £pyouv AMovapKoBeTATEWG
To0 Témov TolTOoL, Alkvou TAC XploTlavoolvng kal émveoe TV ouvepyaoiav TGV
EKkKANOLOY 61d TtAV émitev&ly toOTOUL, WG BLaoPAAIlOVTOC TAV MPOCEAELOY THV
MPOCKLYNTWY €K TWV MEPATWY TOD KOouov Kail dnulovpyodvtog yepUpPAC METAED
lopanA, lopdaviag kol MaAaiotivng kol peTagd Tovdaiwv, Xplotiavv Kol
MOULGOLAPGVWY.

Avaxwp®v 6 Makapwwtatoc ¢k TAC lepdc Movic tod Tiulov Mpodpduov EneokEPdn
TAv lepdv MovAv tod ABR& Mepacipov tod lopdavitov, o0TVOC A UVANN EwpTdodn
TAv nmapeABoboav KuplakAv thc Opbodoiac kal émAveoe Té E€pyov ToD EVOEPUWC
ornodexBEvTog ALTOV Ap)xLuavdpitov XpuoooTdéuou.



