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My Beloved Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

Could there have been a more fitting climax to the Apostolic Visit of His All 
Holiness, Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew to the United States than the 
“Opening of the Doors” service at the Saint Nicholas National Shrine, and the 
crowning of the Church with the Holy Cross? The dramatic raising of the permanent 
Cross atop Church, and the presentation of the Precious Relic of Saint Nicholas the 
Wonderworker at the “Opening of the Doors.” when His All Holiness gave his 
special blessing to the Shrine, was truly a crowning moment of the Visit. The fact 
that occurred on the very day of the Thirtieth Anniversary of the Enthronement of 
His All Holiness as Ecumenical Patriarch – which I also honor as the feast of my 
Patron Saint, the Holy Martyr Elpidophoros – made the day all the more 
extraordinary.



Therefore, in place of my usual message, I present to you once again the message 
of His All Holiness at Ground Zero and our Saint Nicholas National Shrine. These are 
words that merit our consideration again and again, as we come closer each and 
every day to the full operation of the Shrine as our ministry to the Nation.

With the prayers of our Ecumenical Patriarch, the Lord will indeed establish the 
Saint Nicholas National Shrine unto ages of ages.

 

With Love and Blessings in the Lord Jesus Christ.

†ELPIDOPHOROS
Archbishop of America

goarch.org 
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