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The Christmas message of Patriarch of
Alexandria Theodore
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BY THE GRACE OF GOD POPE AND PATRIARCH OF ALEXANDRIA, THE ENTIRE LAND
OF EGYPT AND ALL AFRICA

TO THE PLENITUDE OF THE APOSTOLIC AND PATRIARCHAL THRONE OF ALEXANDRIA
GRACE AND MERCY AND PEACE FROM OUR LORD AND GOD AND SAVIOUR JESUS
CHRIST BORN IN BETHLEHEM

My dear and blessed children,

Like every year, this year Christmas comes to assure us that the salvation of the
world lies in the rebirth of our soul, the soul of each one of us.

Social life and happiness do not exist in the systems applied by the powerful of the
earth, nor is it what justifies the wronged and marginalized man. Because it now
proves that it is not logical for a man to serve the system, but the system to serve
the man. That’'s why Christmas comes to wake us up to see what we did for our
poor fellow man, or what we should do, because, according to Schiller, “we were
born for something better.”

But when was Christ born? When the time comes, the Scriptures answer us. When
did He come? When hatred and evil were the main features of the human heart.
When corruption, crime, and fratricide had taken over the world. When people lived



far from the light of truth and walked in the darkness of sin. Christ came when the
thirst for redemption reached the point of no return. And what did the coming of
Christ bring us? He brought us the great gift, peace, and equality of people. Filled
our hearts with love and hope!

God came down from heaven to earth, and transformed the earth into heaven! He
preached the truth to us. He taught us to apologize. He showed us His infinite love
and revealed to us our forgotten homeland, the upper Jerusalem.

And we, what do we do? Then we accepted His message and agreed, but now we
disagree. We recognized him then, but we question him now.

The man of our time, intoxicated by his achievements and influenced by various
slogans foreign to Orthodoxy, considers the presence of God to be unbearable.
Love is exiled and forgiveness is rare. Everyone agrees to stop the hostilities and
everyone deals with military equipment.

Peoples, countries, societies suffer from the selfishness of modern man, who aims
to dominate at the expense of the weak and deprive him of freedom and the bread
of the day. One of the most beautiful and blessed regions in the world, but at the
same time, the most afflicted by hunger and poverty, Africa, for centuries now is
trying to find its direction. But great geopolitical interests plague our African
brother and keep him captive to his needs.

Our Patriarchate, with its Missionary work, from end to end in Africa, strives to
alleviate the pain of thousands of people in practice and tries tirelessly night and
day to see the “face of God” all our fellow human beings tormented by the
problems of life. We do not stop, together with the bread and water, to carry to our
poor brothers the message of peace.

| raise my hands and kneel in the humble manger of the newborn Divine infant and
with a cry of agony, | ask God to enlighten the Mighty of the earth, so that the
peace of Christ may prevail again and the sun of justice may rise once and for all”,
Patriarch Theodore emphasized in his message.

Merry Christmas my children!

T THEODORE I
Pope and Patriarch of Alexandria and All Africa
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BY THE GRACE OF GOD POFE AND PATRIARCH
OF ALEXANDRIA AND ALL AFRICA
TO THE FULNESS
OF THE APOSTOLIC AND PATRIARCHAL THRONE OF ALEXANDRIA
GRACE AND MERCY AND PEACE
FROM OUR LORD AND GOD AND SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST
BORN IN BETHLEHEM

“Glory to Gad in the highest and on earth peace goodwill to all man™
Wy baloved and blessed children,
Christ is bom!

As it doos @vary year, so this yaar boo the Nalivity comes 1o assura us thal
the salvation of the world is found in the rebirth of our souls, the soul of each
person.
Social e and happiness does not exist in the systems anforced by the
porwers on earth, neither are they the things that will give jusScs o people who
ame wionged and manginaliped, Bacause now & is proven thal i is not logical for
man fo serve the system, but for the system lo senve man. This is why the feast
of the Natvily comes to awaken us, 50 thal we can soe what we have done for
o needy fellow human beings, of whal it IS thal we need o do, becauss
according to Schilar “we were bormn for something better”,

Bul, when was Christ barm? Seripture tells us it was when the Rillness of
tima had coma. When did He coma? When haired and evil were the main
characteristic features of the heart of mankind. When decay, ciime and fralricide
had dominated the world. When people Ived far from the lght of truth and
walked in the daskness of sin. That is when Chrsl came, when the thirsl for
redamplion had reached a deadiock and the expectabion of the nabons for tha
coming of the Saviour no longer had reached its Bmils. What did the coming of
Christ bring ws? It brought us the great gift of peace and equality bebween
people. It flled cwr hearts with love and hopa!

God came down from heaven to earth and transformed the sarth nio
heaven! He preached the truth. Ha taught us forgivenass. He showed us His
infinite love and revealed to us our forgothen homeland, heavenly Jerssalem

And what do we do? Back then we accepled Hs message and agresd,
heswewer, now we disagres. We acknowiedged Him then, yet now we doult Him



Peope loday, intoxicated by various catchphrases foresgn to Orthodoxy,
consider the presence of God as an unbearable yoke. Love is banished and
fofgivenasd & rade. Everyone agraea tha! hostities should ceans yet evaryone
Is mvolved with miitary armamant,

Matiodis, counties, communites sufler terribly from the seffishness of
madem man, whose #m s o dominate the weak and to deprive them of their
freedom and their daily bread.

Adrica, one of the mosl beautifl and blessed araas of the world, yet at the
same tme the most aNected by hunger and povery, has been trying for
centuries now to find its bearings. However, huge gecpalitical interests affict our
Alncan brothers and sisters and keep them prisoners of their needs..

Throwgh its missionary afforts our Patriarchate tods to relleve in practice
this padn of thousands of pecple throughout Afriea and Iras without complaint
night and day that all our feliow human beings suffering from the problems of e
might see “the face of God”™,

We do not fail, logether with the bread and water gven 10 Our poor
brothers and sisters. 10 comvey 1o them the message of peace which on thal
Haly naght was lauded by the Angels and which was spread through His every
slap by the Divine Redeemer.

| raise my hands and kneel before the humble manger of the newbom
Didine  Child this year again, and with a cry of despair | plead that He wil
enfghten the powers of earth, thal the peace of Christ may preval again and
that onos and for all the sun of nghlsousness may fise on tha antirs planet.

A happy and blessed Feast of the Nalivity my children!

Theed—I

{THEODOROS Il
Pope and Patriarch of Alaxandria and All Africa

I the Great City of Alexandria
Feast of the Nativity 2021



